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CELEBRATE.  EMJOY.  BE  MERRY! 


24th  Street  Activists  Battle  Back 

Threats  fail  to  deter  residents’  campaign  against  drug  dealers 
City  attorney  takes  legal  action  against  Galan’s  Bar 


Gina  Mosco ne  was  a featured  speaker  at  the  dedication  of  the  new  George  Moscone 
School.  The  school  is  named  in  honor  of  her  late  husband.  Photo  by  Arthur  Hudson 


New  Moscone  School  is  celebrated 


by  Kurt  Bier 

On  the  night  of  November  13,  six 
people  sit  around  a small  oak 
table,  their  faces  drawn  downward 
in  shadows  cast  by  the  single  shaded  lamp 
suspended  over  the  center  of  the  table. 
They  speak  in  hushed  tones,  murmuring 
nearly  indecipherable  messages  to  each 
other  through  the  yellow  gloom.  They 
speak  of  threatening  phone  calls  made  late 
at  night  and  callers  who  ask,  “how  many 
doors  are  there  to  your  apartment?"  One 
mentions  slashed  tires  and  another,  threat- 
ening looks.  That  the  meeting  takes  place 
in  the  front  room  of  the  commune  building 
on  the  comer  of  Shotwell  and  23rd  Streets 
only  heightens  the  sense  of  secrecy  and 
illicitness  already  thickening  the  tongues 
of  those  present.  The  atmosphere  is  appro- 
priate. This  meeting  should  have  taken 
place  on  a different  day  at  a different  loca- 
tion, but  a bomb  threat  is  not  to  be  taken 
lightly.  Such  are  the  perils  of  community 
activism. 

The  people  around  the  table  are  the  core 
members  of  a neighborhood  group  orga- 
nized to  clean  up  the  area  around  24th, 
Treat  and  Harrison  Streets,  an  area  blight- 
ed primarily  by  crack  cocaine  and  heroin 
trafficking.  Drug  dealing  has  always  been 
a part  of  the  daily  hustle  and  bustle  on  24th 
Street,  but  residents  say  the  amount  of 


dealing  has  increased  substantially  in  the 
last  six  months.  The  police  department  has 
stepped  up  activity  in  the  area  and  the  city 
attorney  is  jumping  into  the  fray,  but  with 
neighborhood  residents  receiving  threaten- 
ing phone  calls  in  the  week  leading  up  to 
the  aforementioned  meeting,  the  question 
is  whether  these  are  acts  of  desperation  by 
dealers  on  the  run,  or  an  ominous  change 
of  tactics  by  well-connected  drug  sellers 
unwilling  to  abandon  the  lucrative  trade. 

A tough  corner 

“It  was  real  bad  there  for  a while,”  says 
Richard  Pate,  a police  officer  at  Mission 
Station  for  twelve  years  and  now  a 
sergeant  at  Ingleside  Station.  “There  were 
upwards  of  a hundred  dealers  on  the  street 
at  one  time.  There’s  fifteen  to  twenty  now, 
but  it  seems  to  be  picking  up  again.”  The 
large  drop-off  is  due  mostly  to  a sting 
operation  supervised  by  Pate.  During  a 
three-month  period,  they  arrested  buyers 
and  sellers  at  a breakneck  pace,  making 
148  collars  in  that  time. 

Without  an  organized  effort,  it  is  diffi- 
cult to  make  a dent  in  the  drug  trade. 
According  to  Pate,  dealers  on  24th  Street 
work  in  threes.  One  person  sells,  letting  a 
potential  buyer  know  “product”  is  avail- 

Continued  on  Page  6 


On  November  26,  parents,  teachers, 
students  and  school  administrators 
hosted  a dedication  celebration  for 
the  first  new  school  to  be  built  in  the 
Mission  in  twenty-five  years.  The  event 
included  mariachis,  the  San  Francisco 
Police  Department’s  Lion  Dance  Team  and 
hundreds  of  kids  clustered  around  the 
school’s  central  courtyard  blowing  bub- 
bles. 

The  new  40,000  square-foot  George 
Moscone  Elementary  School/Las 
Americas  Children’s  Center,  at  21st  and 
Harrison  was  built  at  a cost  of  nearly  $12 
million.  The  facility  will  serve  414  lrinler- 
garten  through  5th  grade  students,  who 
previously  attended  classes  a block  away 


at  20th  and  Treat  in  a structure  that  in  1952 
was  intended  as  a temporary  location. 

“With  the  completion  of  this  beautiful 
new  building,  we  are  taking  the  first  steps 
to  bring  our  children  into  the  new  milleni- 
um,”  said  Moscone  School  Principal 
Patricia  Martel. 

The  new  elementary  school  is  built  on 
the  site  of  the  former  John  O’Connell  High 
School,  which  was  vacated  and  eventually 
demolished  after  suffering  severe  damage 
in  the  1989  Loma-Prieta  Earthquake.  A 
new  state-of-the-art  John  O’Connell  High 
School  will  now  be  constructed  on  the  old 
Moscone  site.  A school  bond  issue 
approved  by  the  voters  in  1994  furxls  both 
projects. 
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Mention  this  ad  for  your 


Neighborhood  Discount 


When  friends  & family  come  to  town, 
treat  them  to  the  elegance  they  deserve. 


The  Andora  Inn  is  a fully  restored 
Victorian  Manor  first  built  in  1875, 

located  in  the  heart  of  San  Francisco's 
nchly  international  Mission  District, 
known  as  one  of  the  most  exciting 
and  colorful  neighborhoods  in  the  City, 
with  wonderful  art  galleries,  murals, 
bookstores/cafés  and  exciting 
new  restaurants,  like  the  Elysium  Café, 
located  on  the  first  floor  of  the  Andora  Inn. 

Among  the  amenities  you  will  find  at  the  Inn: 
• Expanded  Continental  Breakfast 
• Five  Star  Serta  Mattresses 
• Color  TV  with  Remote  & VCR 


Tours  arc  Available  by  Appointment 

Please  phone: 

(415)  282-0337  or  1 (800)  967-9219 
Our  Fax  is: 

(415)  282-2608 
Send  E-Mail  to 
AndoraSF@aol.com 


(Complimentary  Video  Selection) 

• AM/FM  Clock  Radios 
• Free  Local  Calls 
• Pleasant  Garden  Sun  Deck 
Grand  Library  & Tranquil  Ambiance 


Rates  are  as  Follows: 

EUROPEAN  SHARED  BATH  *S69  TO  $99 

DELUXE  ROOMS  & SUITES  • S99  TO  S 199 

(Add  1 hotel  tax) 

* Discounted  Rates  for  Extended  Stays 

All  nlo  tic  peí  mullí,  upon  ivuUblhiy  ind  lutjeci  10  thing!  wuhout  nonce 
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The  Andora  Inn  it  located  on  a 
m.nn  [cantil  and  B A R I line. 
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P CuaZOn  ceLeL-UAXÁXyK 

Dinner,  toast,  singing  and  dancing  with  the  spicy  group 

TCevUl 

Cumbia-Salsa-Merengue-Guaguanco-Reggae-Son  Caribeño 
and  musicians  from  La  Peña  del  Sur 

Wed,  December  31,  1997  - 9 P.M. 

at  362  CAPP  ST  CENTER 

f Between  18  and  19  Sts.  Public  Parking  al  450  Capp  SlJ 

Benefit  for  native  communities  in  Chiapas  Donation  S 8 
Presented  by:  CAL  Colectivo  Apoyo  Latinoamericano 

and  La  Peña  del  Sur  - Tei.  415  -550-1101 

Parlul  list  ot  sponsors:  Corone  Emiliano  Zapata.  F.M.L.N. Frente  Marii  de  Uberacion  Nacional 
Grupo  Apoyo  Tarauroara.  National  Peoples  Campam£.  International  Action  Center. Imprenta  Allonco  Maciel 
Proyecto  Miramundo -libros  para  El  Salvador.  CISPES  Committee  in  Solidarity  with  the  People  o(  El  Salvador 
Comile  Justicia  Social  San  Pedro.  San  Francisco  Frontline  Newspaper.  Pajaro  Latinoamericano.  New  Mission  News 


VALENCIA 


SAN  ■•KANCISCO  CONDOMINIUMS 


Interested  In  Owning  Your 
First  Home? 


101  VALENCIA  offers  you  exciting 
city  living  at  a price  you  can  afford! 


Centrally  located  within  walking  distance  to  San  Francisco's 
exciting  neighborhoods , transportation  and  downtown 
cultural  centers  m SOMA , Castro  and  Mission  Districts 
■ BART  and  MUNI  m 


How  You  Can  Own  Your  Home 


*5%  Down 

*Mortgage  Assistance  ($  0 -$333  per  month) 

* Deferred  Secondary  Financing 
"City  Seconds " (from  $8,500  - $40,000) 

101  VALENCIA  offers  first  time  homebuyers  an  exciting  opportunity  to 
purchase  a home  at  these  affordable  prices: 

2 Bedrooms  from  $140,000  2 Bedrooms  + loft  from  $165,000 

3 Bedrooms  from  $180,000  3 Bedrooms  + loft  from  $200,000 

• Available  for  qualified  households.  Income,  household  size  and  resale  restrictions  will  apply 

For  more  information  Call  - Toll  Free - Suzy  Kurinsky: 1/800-793-1773 
To  receive  informational/application  packet,  please  complete  the  form  below 
and  mail  to:  101  VALENCIA  c/o  Affordable  Housing  Marketing  & Sales, 

P.O.  Box  281527,  San  Francisco,  CA  94128-1527  or  fax  it  to  1/  510-795-8317 


SPECIAL  HOME  FEATURES 


* 109  New  Condominiums  with  16  different 
floor  plans  including  40  with  lofts . 

* Designed  by  an  award  winning  architectural  team . 

*Bay  windows  available  in  some  floor  plans. 

* Beautifully  landscaped  central  private  courtyard. 
*Childcare  center  on  premises 
* Secured  buildings , underground  parking 
and  much  more. 

EQUAL  HOUSING  OPPORTUNITY 


r 


íf  Yes ! Send  information  on  101  VALENCIA. 


Name  of  Applicant 

Current  Address 

City Zip 

Day  Phone Evening  Phone 

Annual  Gross  Household  Income  from  all  sources  $ 

Resources  Available  for  Downpayment  & Closing  Costs  $ 

Number  of  people  in  household: Ages 

I (We)  would  be  interested  in  a : 

□ 2BR  □ 3BR 

□ 2BR  +loft  □ 3BR  +loft  Q 4BR 

Applicant's  Signature 

Co-Applicant  Signature 


n 
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Youth  Summit  was  off  the  hook! 


By  Roberto  Eligió  Alfaro 

Youth  do  it  again!  The 

young  people  in  the  Mission 
District  pull  off  another  summit 
last  month  with  great  success.  This  year, 
the  Mission  Youth  Committee  (MYC)  had 
a summit  for  all  the  community  to  attend. 
For  the  past  four  years,  MYC  has  orga- 
nized the  Mission  District 

Youth  Summit  to  discuss  issues  youth 
have  in  the  Missioa  But  this  year,  MYC 
did  it  for  everyone  in  the  community  to 
attend. 

The  day  was  started  with  danza  azteca 
and  the  group  who  provided  the  energy  to 
begin  the  day  was  Xiuhcoatl,  who  did  sev- 
eral awesome  dances,  two  of  which  were 
El  Apache  and  Tezcatlipoca.  The  day  was 
full  of  energizing  workshops  and  empow- 
ering speeches  by  youth  and  veterano 
organizers  like  Don  Ortiz,  a professor  at 
City  College  of  San  Francisco  who  ener- 
gized the  small,  but  attentive  crowd.  There 
was  a mapping  project  of  the  Mission  and 
great  news  on  helping  revitalize  some  of 
the  parks  in  the  neighborhood.  With  the 
great  introduction  speech  by  Mr.  Ortiz,  the 
planning  and  discussing  began  with  cluster 
groups  on  everything  from  education  to 
culture. 

As  a facilitator  on  Art  and  Culture,  I can 
tell  you  that  the  crowd  was  of  every  age 
and  background  in  the  summit.  I had 
eighth  graders  to  adults  in  my  workshop 
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Also,  Gene  Royale,  who  was  a facilitator 
for  the  education  workshop  said,  “I  got  a 
good  group  in  my  cluster  workshop.” 

The  morning  session  went  well,  with  T- 
shirts  given  to  participants  which  had  the 
images  of  several  leaders  imprinted  on 
them,  including  Che  Guevara  and  Cesar 
Chavez. 

As  the  morning  sessions  let  out,  there 
was  lunch  and  the  festivities  began  with 
Polynesian  Fire  Dancers,  who  gave  the 
crowd  of  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  peo- 
ple superb  energy.  They  did  dances  from 
several  islands,  some  of  which  include 
Samoa  and  Hawaii.  As  the  crowd  stuffed 
their  faces  with  make ’em  yourself  ham- 
burgers, they  cheered  on  the  dancers  who 
shared  their  great  culture  and  traditions  to 
all  w ho  attended.  “This  summit  is  off  the 
hook!”  said  Leroy  Bermudez,  a participant 
of  the  summit.  The  lunchtime  festivities 
were  great  and  had  people  ready  to  go  back 
into  the  second  half  of  the  summit  and 
make  some  changes. 

The  second  part  of  the  summit  had 
workshops  that  included  community  orga- 
nizing all  the  way  to  music,  which  gave 
folks  a variety  of  things  to  choose  from. 
Many  of  the  issues  that  were  discussed 
were  reconstitution  and  the  problems  in 
the  high  schools.  In  the  packed  middle 
school  classroom,  people  were  discussing 
the  future  of  the  Mission  District  from  the 
people’s  point  of  view  and  many  were  just 
plain  upset  at  the  way  they  were  being 
treated.  One  woman  said,  “I  want  every- 
one to  know  this  is  not  a democratic  coun- 
try They  say  it  is,  but  it’s  not!” 

All  in  all,  the  Mission  District 
Community  and  Youth  Summit  was  a great 
success.  Everyone  who  attended  learned, 
expressed  and  shared  who  they  were  to 
help  improve  the  Mission  District.  In  my 
view,  the  whole  thing  was  a grand  affair 
and  more  people  should  have  been  there. 
Those  who  hung  around  came  out  enlight- 
ened and  helped  plan  the  future  of  the 
Mission  District.  Thanks  MYC  for  the 
great  summit! 

Mexica  Tiahui 


Photo  by  Arthur  Hudson 


It’s  a jungle  (gym)  out  there,  kid 


The  Mayor  and  various  city  digni- 
taries were  on  hand  at  Mission 
Playground  last  month  to  celebrate 
the  installation  of  new  playground  equip- 
ment Max  Rico  and  his  nanny.  Loma 
Kelleher  (pictured  above)  were  there  to 
celebrate  with  them. 

Marty  people  were  understandably  teed 
off  that  it  took  the  city  over  four  years  to 
respond  to  their  request  for  facility 
improvements,  that  an  $80,000  grant  was 
forfeited  in  1994  because  the  Recreation 
and  Park  Department  couldn’t  get  their  act 
together  in  time  and  that  outdoor  play 

equipment  wasn’t  available  until  the 
beginning  of  the  rainy  season.  Some  also 
felt  the  actual  construction  of  the  swings, 
slides, etc.  was  a bit  too  deliberate.  “They 
began  in  May  and  finished  at  the  end  of 
October.  I’ve  seen  skyscrapers  go  up 
faster,”  said  one  neighbor. 


In  a related  tragedy,  hundreds  of  thou- 
sands of  dollars  earmarked  for  renova- 
tions, including  handicapped  accessing,  to 
the  Mission  Playground  pool,  have  been 
sitting  in  the  bank  since  the  beginning  of 
the  decade.  Consider  this  our  official  Bali 
Humbug  Story  for  1997. 


HUGE  WAREHOUSE  SALE 
2 DAYS  ONLY!!! 

SAT  & SUN.  DECEMBER  6 &7  !0AM  4PM 

MULTIMEDIA  OVERSTOCK/LIQUIDATION  PRICES 

PUBLIC  AND  1)1  Al  l RS  WEI  COME 

• VHS  VIDEOS 

• COMPUTER  EQUIPMENT 

• CD-ROMS 

• ART 

• COMPACT  DISCS 

• POSTERS 

• AUDIO  CASSETTES 

• TELEPHONE  EQUIPMENT 

• OFFICE  EQUIPMENT 

• HOME  FURNISHINGS 

EZ  TO  GET  TO/A  1 6 
(NEAR 

FILLMORE/AMPLE  PARKING 
I7TH  STREET) 

SI 


Want  to  improve  the 
16th  Street  BART  Plaza? 


Come  to  a 

community  workshop 


Saturday 

December  6, 1997 

10  AM- 1PM 
474  Valencia  Street 
Second  Floor  Auditorium 


For  more  info,  call  Doug  Shoemaker 
of  Mission  Housing  at  864-6432,  ext  315 

Sponsored  by  BART,  the  Metropolitan  Transportation  Commission, 
& the  San  Francisco  County  Transportation  Authority 
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Letters  to 
the  Editor 


Editor: 

This  is  to  respond  to  your  [November] 
article,  “Neighborhood  takes  aim  at  the 
16th  St.  ‘Nightmare  Plaza’.”  On  the  sur- 
face, I thought  that  this  article  simply 
played  into  the  anti-poor/anti-homelcss 
sentiment  that  is  best  represented  by 
Mayor  Brown’s  cruel  sweeps  of  Golden 
Gate  Park,  and  our  previous  mayor’s 
‘Matrix"  program  I was  disappointed  to 
sec  Victor  Miller  playing  into  this  — 
demonizing  poor  people  with  no  other 
place  to  go  as  “ancient  junkies,”  “dope 
dealers"  and  “hookers."  It  was  upsetting 
enough  to  see  the  New  Mission  News  fur- 
ther comforting  the  comfortable  and 
afflicting  the  afflicted 

However,  after  thinking  about  this  arti- 
cle and  the  changes  in  the  BART  Plaza  in 
context  of  some  of  the  wider  changes  that 
arc  Iiappcning  in  the  Mission,  I was  dis- 
gusted. It  is  no  secret  that  yuppies  arc  tak- 
ing over  west  of  Mission  Street.  This 
month,  I w as  a victim  of  the  rash  of  owner 
move-in  evictions  in  this  neighborhood  — 
the  new  ow  ner  being  a young,  urban,  com- 
puter professional  New  businesses  serving 
this  clientele  have  been  a part  of  these 
changes  — note  the  changes  at  Picaro  and 
Cassanova,  as  well  as  the  additions  of  We 
Be  Sushi,  Bitterroot,  Skylark  and  Liquid 

Also  accompanying  these  changes  have 
been  a beefed-up  police  presence  from  the 
“New"  Mission  Police  Station.  1 have  wit- 
nessed the  police  pushing  poor  people 
(mostly  African  American  or  black  people 
in  the  corridor)  down  16th  Street  from 
Valencia.  This  police  harassment  has 
increased  as  the  gentrification  process  has 
forged  its  way  down  16th  BART  Police 
also  seem  to  be  more  active  in  their  harass- 
ment since  these  changes  started  happen- 
ing. In  late  October,  I witnessed  BART 
Officer  Cain  tell  some  people  to  leave  the 
plaza  for  no  apparent  reason.  When  I ques- 
tioned him  about  this  and  began  to  write 
down  his  and  his  partner’s  badge  numbers, 
BART  officer  Garcia,  his  partner,  ripped 
the  pen  out  of  my  hand  And  this  is  mild 
compared  to  what  others  have  to  deal  with 
on  a day-to-day  basis 

In  effect,  16th  Street  BART  Plaza  is  a 
congregation  point  for  poor  people.  Poor 
people  still  live  here.  Unfortunately,  with 
the  monthly  rent  in  the  single-room  hotels 
now  pushing  $450,  coupled  with  welfare 
cuts,  more  folks  are  out  on  the  street.  And 
more  folks  are  forced  into  getting  involved 
with  the  heroin  trade  just  to  keep  a roof 
over  their  heads  in  this  neighborhood.  (Let 
us  not  forget  that  16th/Mission  is  widely 
known  as  a regional  heroin  distribution 
point,  and  that  people  much  higher  up 
dump  the  dope  on  us.)  Some  folks  I know 
sell  “outfits,  outfits,  outfits"  not  only  to 
make  up  their  rent-gap  (the  difference 
between  their  rent  and  their  income)  but 
also  to  keep  the  AIDS  epidemic  down. 

Another  item  to  consider  is  that  Mission 
Housing,  one  of  the  organizations  facilitat- 
ing the  BART  changes,  has  partnered  with 
the  notorious  SF  Housing  Authority  to 
“HOPE  VI”  Valencia  Gardens.  At  other 
projects,  HOPE  VI  has  meant  the  demoli- 
tion of  housing  and  displacement  of  poor 
people  from  San  Francisco  And  although 
the  Mission  Housing  has  been  promising 
that  this  will  be  different,  tenant  activists 
in  Valencia  Gardens  have  already  been 
given  eviction  notices  and  outsider  sup- 
porters have  been  detained  and  cited.  I am 
afraid  that  Mission  Housing  is  being  used 
to  further  gentrify  the  1 6th  Street  corridor 


- removing  poor  people  at  VG  and  at  the 
BART  Plaza 

Anyway,  my  version  of  a “nightmare 
plaza”  is  one  that  looks  like  it  is  in  the  mid- 
dle of  the  Marina,  w ith  all  of  the  poor  peo- 
ple pushed  out  of  the  City  or  into  jail.  But 
I am  committed  to  stopping  this  — that  is 
why  I have  joined  up  with  the  Mission 
Agenda,  poor  people  from  16th  Street  who 
arc  committed  to  saving  this  neighborhood 
for  us.  We  arc  opposed  to  this  gentrifica- 
tion and  we  are  out  there  organizing  and 
fighting  it.  Join  the  Mission  Agenda  at  our 
weekly  Monday  meetings  at  1 p in.  at  2940 
16th  Street,  #216.. 

Christoplicr  Daly 

The  nightmare  of  the  plaza  has  always 
been  a population  of  predators  whose  vic- 
tims most  often  are  the  poor.  Failing  to  dis- 
tinguish between  those  who  have  fallen  on 
hard  times  and  violent  criminals  who  mur- 
der, rape  and  rob  is  not  rendering  any 
great  service  to  those  you  claim  to  defend 
The  argument  that  high  rents  in  the  City 
have  driven  people  to  sell  drugs  in  the 
street  may  read  well  in  a political  pam- 
phlet, but  the  fact  is  the  majority  of  the 
dealers  and  almost  all  the  major  suppliers 
on  1 6th  Street  are  commuter  scum  from  the 
Peninsula.  The  point  is  the  BART  Plaza  is 
public  space  and  should  be  open  to  use  by 
all  elements  of  the  community.  - Editor 

Editor. 

The  Mission  Agenda  is  an  organization 
of  hotel  residents  and  homeless  people  in 
the  Mission  District.  Most  of  us  have 
stayed,  hung  out  or  conducted  business  in 
the  16th  BART  Plaza.  We  would  like  to 
say  Victor  Miller,  you  should  try  to  step  in 
our  shoes  Stay  dow  n at  16th  and  Mission 
for  a day  and  night.  See  what  the  police  do 
down  here  to  us  Just  yesterday,  they  had  a 
kid  who  couldn’t  have  been  more  than 
fourteen  or  fifteen  in  a chokehold  If  one  of 
us  is  sitting  at  a bus  stop,  a black  and  white 
will  pull  right  up  to  ask  us  for  ID,  like  we 
did  something  wrong  in  the  way  we 
dressed. 

We’re  out  here  to  survive.  Welfare  ain’t 
shit.  Now  they  are  talking  about  taking 
away  $75  a month  from  GA  [General 
Assistance]  And  they’re  already  cutting 
food  stamps.  Right  now,  one  of  us  is  in  a 
hotel  room  for  $35  a day.  That  means  she 
can  only  stay  in  the  room  for  a week  on  her 
GA  check.  And  these  hotels  won’t  give  up 
any  rooms  for  monthly  stays,  because  they 
make  too  much  money  renting  by  the  day 
near  the  1st  and  15th.  But  we  will  survive 
any  way  possible  - even  if  that  means  sell- 
ing outfits,  drugs  or  turning  tricks. 

Constance,  who  was  cfh  the  cover  of  the 
San  Francisco  Examiner  the  other  day,  is 
now  in  the  hospital.  And  with  all  of  the 
vacant  buildings,  we  shouldn’t  have  to  be 
out  in  the  rain  and  cold. 

It  seems  as  if  the  rich  are  afraid  to  be  on 
the  same  side  of  the  street  as  us.  And  our 
dollar  here  and  dollar  there  used  to  be  good 
enough  for  merchants.  Now  they  are  look- 
ing for  those  fifties  and  hundreds,  and 
we’re  not  dropping  them  So  Mayor 
Brown,  the  police,  merchants  and  this 
paper  want  us  out  of  here  because  we  are 
poor. 

But  we  think  people  should  treat  people 
the  way  they  would  want  to  be  treated 
And  we  aren’t  going  to  take  this  sitting 
down.  That  is  why  we  are  coming  together 
and  fighting  back. 

For  the  Mission  Agenda 

Shorty  Bang-Bang,  LiT  Dee,  Chocolate 

Teddy  Bear.Black  Shirley,  Mack  Man 

Mike.C-Nice, Nitro 

I hope  the  members  of  the  Mission 
Agenda  will,  as  they  did  last  time,  attend 
the  community  meeting  on  the  BART  Plaza 
redesign  to  be  held  on  December  6 


Members  of  your  organization  were  at  the 
previous  meeting  and  like  everybody  else 
in  the  Mission,  had  plenty  to  say.  The 
problem  this  paper  and  majority  of  the 
people  in  this  community  have  with  the 
scene  at  1 6th  and  Mission  is  the  violence 
and  the  hard  drug  culture  that  fuels  it.  - 
Editor 

Editor: 

I’m  writing  regarding  a great  concern  of 
mine  that  no  one  else  seems  to  be  bothered 
with,  and  if  they  are,  they  choose  not  to 
voice  their  concerns.  I have  lived  in  the 
Mission  all  of  my  life  and  love  everything 
about  it  Even  though  there  have  been 
many  changes  from  what  I used  to  know. 
Some  of  the  changes  are  changes  that  real- 
ly upset  me  because  it  would  take  little 
effort  to  correct  them. 

For  example,  I remember  when  I could 
walk  up  and  down  Mission  Street  without 
having  to  walk  around  the  hundreds  of 
boxes  slacked  outside  businesses  and  the 
people  sitting  or  standing  on  the  opposite 
side  watclung  so  that  no  one  takes  any- 
thing. The  Mission  has  turned  into  a flea 
market,  but  we  do  not  have  the  space  need- 
ed for  merchants  to  display  whatever  they 
feel  necessary'.  Merchandise  displayed  out- 
side of  stores  really  takes  away  from  our 
community;  it  makes  it  look  dirty  and  very- 
much  more  crowded  than  it  already  is. 

No  one  seems  to  care  that  these  busi- 
nesses take  up  at  least  half  the  sidewalk  for 
a street  that  is  highly  populated  with  peo- 
ple. Even  the  police  officers  that  are  non- 
foot patrol  seem  to  adjust  to  the  over- 
crowded sidewalks.  They  also  have  gotten 
used  to  walking  around. 

I have  called  and  placed  complaints 
about  this  situation,  but  the  problem  still 
remains  the  same  as  it  has  for  years  now. 
We  are  adjusting  to  the  businesses  instead 
of  making  them  follow  rules  that  were  put 
there  for  a reason.  I have  inquired  about 
regulations  for  the  businesses  and  know 
that  they  are  limited  to  a certain  amount  of 
space  out  into  the  street.  This  is  a safety- 
hazard  for  both  them  and  the  people  who 
constantly  have  to  walk  around  boxes, 
mannequins,  tables,  chairs,  displays,  and 
any  thing  else  that  a business  has  felt  it  can 
put  out  and  get  away  with,  like  it  always 
has 


ards,  re-connecting  utilities  for  residents 
and  winning  relocation  stipends  for  ten- 
ants 

The  city  attorney  established  the  Task 
Force  to  coordinate  the  compliance  efforts 
of  the  Police,  Fire,  Building  Inspection, 
and  Health  Departments  No  other  depart- 
ment took  the  responsibility  of  streamlin- 
ing a problematic  sy  stem  to  make  it  work 
better.  We  did.  City  Code  compliance 
efforts  are  not  perfect  People  are  still  liv- 
ing in  situations  that  call  out  for  legal 
action.  But  this  office  is  actively  working 
on  a case-by-case  basis  to  solve  problems 
To  single  us  out  for  criticism  is  disingenu- 
ous at  best. 

Doohan’s  article  was  especially  dishon- 
est because,  as  you  know,  our  outreach 
effort  has  included  keeping  the  New 
Mission  News  well  informed  about  our 
code  enforcement  work.  If  your  paper  had 
as  much  of  a commitment  to  upgrading 
substandard  housing  as  we  do,  you  would 
assist  us  in  reaching  out  into  the  commu- 
nity, instead  of  turning  the  community 
from  our  door. 

Very  Truly  Yours, 

Louise  H.  Renne,  City  Attorney 

Jeanine  Marie- Victoire  Deputy  City 
Attorney 


Mr.  Doohan  was  undoubtedly  riled  up 
about  a story  that  appeared  on  the  front 
page  of  that  same  issue.  It  concerned  a 
crack  house  that  created  a neighborhood 
menace  for  several  months.  The  City 
Attorneys  office  and  every  other  city 
agency  did  fail  to  act  in  this  case  The 
building  went  up  in  smoke  gutting  an  adja- 
cent building  and  leaving  1 7 people  home- 
less. We  have  always  given  your  office 
credit  where  credit  is  due,  while  maintain- 
ing that  the  City  just  does  not  do  enough  to 
enforce  the  laws  against  slumlords.  That  is 
neither  a disingenuous  nor  dishonest  posi- 
tion; it's  a balanced  one.  That  said,  no 
more  glowing  tribute  could  be  given  to  the 
work  of  the  Code  Enforcement  Taskforce 
than  the  fact  Raymond  Patel  threatened  to 
shoot  Deputy  City  Attorney  Karen 
Carrera  (see  story  one  page  * of  this  issue) 
obviously  you  folks  are  doing  something 
right..  Sorry  your  letter  arrived  too  late  to 
publish  before  the  election.  - Editor 


I hope  this  concern  will  be  taken  seri- 
ously since  it  would  only  take  a few  min- 
utes to  talk  to  the  merchants  and  let  them 
know  that  they  are  in  violation  of  certain 
codes  and  give  them  a verbal  warning 
Then  the  City  could  just  follow-up,  maybe 
once  a week,  to  reinforce  these  laws.  I 
would  really  appreciate  any  effort  made  to 
try  and  resolve  this  problem.  Let’s  show 
the  community  that  we  still  care  about  the 
things  that  may  seem  minute  to  some  peo- 
ple but  are  of  a great  concern  to  others. 
Let’s  continue  to  beautify  arel  not  take 
away  from  our  wonderful  community  and 
city. 

Thank  you. 

Mission  Concerned  Citizea 


Editor 

I write  regarding  Brian  Doohan’s  article 
in  your  September  issue,  “September’s 
tenant  convention  is  crucial.”  Mr. 
Doohan’s  comments  regarding  code 
enforcement  contained  in  that  article  were 
completely  without  regard  to  fact. 

Contrary  to  Doohan’s  assertions,  our 
office  has  been  the  most  aggressive  of  the 
city  departments  in  bringing  enani  proper- 
ties into  compliance.  Our  Code 
Enforcement  Task  Force  has  prosecuted 
over  400  cases  in  the  past  two  years  alone, 
shutting  down  crack  houses,  getting 
injunctions  against  residential  hotels  rid- 
dled with  drugs  and  violence,  cleaning  up 
refuse-choked  properties,  abating  fire  haz- 
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In  English  & Spanish  Lisa  Milos 


Seeing 
the  Elephant 


Falling  through  the  cracks 

“To  see  what  is  in  front  of  one  s nose  requires  a constant 
struggle George  Orwell 


THE  CRACKS  SEEM  TO  BE  getting  wider 
and  wider  these  days.  The  irony  is  that  maybe 
if  I made  it  into  a movie,  people  might  actu- 
ally pay  to  see  it: 

Opening  scene:  The  sound  of  helicopters 
come  closer  and  closer  with  searchlights 
hovering  above  makeshift  tents.  Hundreds 
of  weary  feet  march  thru  the  mud,  pushing 
their  belongings,  making  their  way  to  the 
drenched  streets. 

(Refugees  from  a war?  you  wonder, 
But...  Wait!  What  are  they  pushing?  Shop- 
ping carts?) 

Cut  to  camera  shot  panning  down  a long 
line  of  people  of  all  shapes,  sizes  and  colors. 
Camera  finally  reaches  the  beginning  of  the 
line. 

(What  are  they  all  waiting  for?)  A bowl 
of  soup  and  a piece  of  bread.  (This  must  be  a 
clip  from  the  depression  era,  right?) 

Cut  to  the  sound  of  cars  whizzing  by 
during  an  early  morning  drizzle.  Camera 
pans  down  to  a group  of  families  huddled 
under  the  freeway.  A mother  is  telling  her 
little  girl  to  keep  still  so  she  can  finish  braid- 
ing her  hair.  A man  is  sitting  on  a crate  clean- 
ing mud  off  little  shoes  and  handing  one  pair 
at  a time  to  each  child. 

“It’s  late”,  he  says  “Let’s  go”. 

He  peers  over  to  the  side  to  make  sure 


no  one  is  coming,  then  the  first  group  of  kids 
file  out.  (Where  are  they  going?,  you  ask) 

“Wait!  You  forgot  your  notebook!”  yells 
one  of  the  mothers  in  Spanish,  as  she 
scrambles  after  them. 

Cut  to  the  sound  of  phones  and  papers 
rustling.  A small  desk  stands  between  two 
chairs  that  are  facing  each  other.  Someone 
calls  out  a woman's  name  and  she  sits  down 
with  her  seven  year-old  on  her  lap.  The  so- 
cial worker  sits  down  and  bluntly  tells  her 
that  she’s  not  eligible  for  emergency  hous- 
ing assistance  because  she  already  used  up 
her  once-in-a-lifetime  benefit  during  the 
earthquake. 

It  doesn’t  seem  to  matter  that  she  has 
been  illegally  evicted.  It  doesn’t  seem  to 
matter  that  she  and  her  son  are  living  out  of 
the  car  with  no  school  clothes,  nothing. 

But  she  may  — voluntarily  — give  up 
her  child  to  temporary  foster  care.  Then  they 
just  may  have  a shelter  she  can  go  to  by  her- 
self, but  there’s  a long  waiting  list.  In  any 
case,  it  may  still  be  easier  for  her  because 
she'd  be  in  another  category. 

(“Naw.  This  can’t  be  true.”  you  say, 
while  somebody  next  to  you  yawns:  “This  is 
getting  boring”) 

Cut  to  a BART  plaza  full  of  banners. 
Bullhorns  are  shouting  something  about  im- 


Después del  1 0 de  enero 
de  1998  no  se  podrá 
fumar  en  ningún  bar  de 
California.  Ahora,  los 
empleados  de 
restaurantes  y bares 
tendrán  la  misma 
protección  de  la  salud 
que  el  resto  de  la  fuerza 
laboral  de  California  ha 
disfrutado  durante  los 
últimos  3 años. 

Para  más  información, 
llame  al  554-9152. 


migrants  being  separated  from  their  families. 
Someone  is  passing  around  a petition  for 
people  to  sign  to  suspend  deportation  pro- 
ceedings for  the  thousands  of  Salvadorean 
and  Guatemalan  refugees  whom  are  at  risk 
due  to  the  new  immigration  laws. 

This  time,  you’re  in  the  picture  too,  much 
to  your  surprise.  You  stand  at  one  of  the  tables 
to  read  what  you're  about  to  sign,  when  it 
occurs  to  you  to  ask  the  person  at  the  table, 
“What  about  the  Mexican  families  that  will 
also  be  separated?” 

Silence.  Nervous  cough.  From  the  audi- 
ence, or  the  man  at  the  table:  “Oh.  They're 
in  another  category,”  he  answers. 

The  cracks  keep  getting  wider  and  wider. 

News  Update 


Cayéndose  por 

“ Para  ver  lo  que  está  delante  de 
nuestras  narices  requiere  de  un 
esfuerzo  constante  George  Orwell 

Las  grietas  se  están  abriendo  más  y más  es- 
tos días.  Lo  irónico  es  que  quizás  si  lo  con- 
virtiera en  una  película,  la  gente  pagaría  para 
verlo. 

Primera  escena:  Los  ruidos  de  helicóp- 
teros se  van  acercando  más  y más,  sus  focos 
poderosos  rodean  por  encima  de  las  carpas 
azarosas.  Cientos  de  pies  cansados  marchan 
por  el  Iodo,  empujando  sus  pertenencias  has- 
ta que  llegan  a las  calles  empapadas. 

(¿Serán  refugiados  de  alguna  guerra?,  te 
preguntas.  Pero..  Espere.  ¿Qué  es  eso  que 
están  empujando?  ¿Carros  de  supermerca- 
do?) 

Corte  a una  toma  que  sigue  lentamente  a 
una  fila  de  personas  de  diferentes  tamaños  y 
colores.  La  cámara  finalmente  llega  hasta  el 
comienzo  de  la  fila. 

(¿Para  qué  esperan  tantas  gentes?)  Un 
plato  de  sopa  y un  pedazo  de  pan.  (Ah.  Es 
una  película  sobre  la  época  de  la  depresión, 
verdad?) 

Corte  al  sonido  de  autos  sobre  una  pista 
de  carretera  durante  una  llovizna  matutina. 
La  cámara  viaja  hacia  abajo  hasta  encontrar 
a un  grupo  de  familias  arrinconados  por  de- 
bajo de  la  pista.  Una  madre  le  está  pidiendo 
a su  hija  que  se  quede  quieta  para  poder  ter- 
minarle sus  trenzas.  Un  hombre  está  senta- 
do sobre  un  cajón  sacándole  el  lodo  a unos 
zapatos  pequeños  y entregándoles  los  pares 
a los  niños  uno  por  uno. 

“Ya  es  tarde”,  dice  él,  “Vámonos”.  Aso- 
ma su  cara  para  asegurarse  que  no  viene  na- 
die y el  primer  grupo  de  niños  salen  con  el. 
(¿Adonde  irán?,  te  preguntas) 

“Esperen!  Se  le  olvidaron  sus  apuntes”, 
dice  una  madre  mientras  sale  corriendo  tras 
de  ellos. 

Corte  al  ruido  de  teléfonos  que  suenan  y 
papeles  que  se  mueven.  Un  escritorio  peque- 
ño está  entre  dos  sillas.  Alguien  grita  el  nom- 
bre de  una  mujer  y ésta  se  sienta  con  su  hijo 
de  7 años  sobre  su  falda.  La  trabajadora  so- 
cial se  sienta  en  frente  y le  dice  tajantemente 
que  ella  no  es  elegible  para  recibir  asisten- 
cia de  emergencia  para  vivienda  porque  ya 
utilizó  ese  beneficio  y solo  puede  obtenerse 
una  vez  en  la  vida.  Ella  se  valió  de  esa  ayuda 
durante  el  terremoto  hace  8 años. 

No  importa  que  ahora  haya  sido  desalo- 
jada por  el  dueño  de  manera  ilegal.  No  im- 
porta que  ella  y su  hijo  están  viviendo  en  el 


November  13,  1997,  San  Francisco  Chro- 
nicle: House  passes  “Victims  of  Communism 
Relief  Act,”  which  will  give  Nicaraguans  and 
Cubans  automatic  residency  status  while 
considering  the  Salvadorean  and  Guatema- 
lans “under  more  lenient  guidelines”  on  a 
case-by-casc  basis. 

November  19.  1997,  SF  Chronicle : 
“Brown  has  met  with  people  from  thirty 
agencies  whom  have  assured  him  that  they 
are  having  no  trouble  meeting  the  needs  for 
shelter  beds.” 

12  noon  (same  day):  Almost  200  home- 
less people  met  under  the  pouring  rain  at  City 
Hall  to  denounce  the  police  attacks  on  the 
homeless  and  to  demand  a coherent  and  hu- 
mane policy  to  adress  their  needs. 


las  grietas 

auto  sin  ropa  para  mandar  al  niño  a la  escue- 
la. Si  ella  quiere,  puede  entregar  a su  hijo 
voluntariamente  para  encontrarle  vivienda  a 
él  con  otra  familia  temporalmente.  Solo  en- 
tonces podrían  tener  una  cama  disponible 
para  ella,  pero  hay  una  larga  lista  de  espera. 
Podría  ser  más  fácil  así  porque  su  caso  en- 
traría bajo  otra  categoría. 

(“No.  Esto  no  puede  ser  cierto”,  dices  tu 
mientras  que  alguien  a tu  lado  bosteza,  “Esto 
se  está  poniendo  muy  aburrido") 

Corte  a una  plaza  de  la  estación  de  Bart 
lleno  de  mantas.  Los  megáfonos  están  gri- 
tando algo  acerca  de  los  inmigrantes  que  se- 
rían separados  de  sus  familias.  Alguien  está 
circulando  una  petición  para  que  la  gente  fir- 
me para  suspender  los  procesos  de  deporta- 
ción de  miles  de  Salvadoreños  y 
Guatemaltecos  que  están  en  riesgo  debido  a 
estas  nuevas  leyes  de  inmigración. 

Esta  vez,  tu  también  estás  en  la  película. 
(De  veras  que  estás  sorprendido,  no?) 

Te  paras  frente  a una  de  las  mesas  para 
leer  lo  que  estás  por  firmar  cuando  se  te  ocu- 
rre hacerle  una  pregunta  al  que  está  atendien- 
do la  mesa. 

“¿Que  pasará  entonces  con  las  familias 
mexicanas,  acaso  no  los  separarán  también?" 

Silencio.  Una  tos  nerviosa.  (Desde  la 
audiencia?  o del  hombre  en  la  mesa?) 

“Oh.  Ellos  están  en  otra  categoría.”  res- 
ponde. 

Las  grietas  se  van  agrandando  más  y más. 

Actualización  de  datos  noticiosos 

13  de  Noviembre,  SF  Chronicle  reporta  que 
la  Camara  de  Representantes  aprueba  una 
legislación  llamado  “Acta  de  Alivio  para 
Victimas  del  Comunismo”  que  otorgaría  la 
residencia  permanente  automáticamente  a los 
Cubanos  y Nicaragüenses  mientras  que  los 
casos  de  los  Salvadoreños  y Guatemaltecos 
serian  revisados  bajo  reglas  más  flexibles  y 
considerados 'según  sus  casos  particulares. 

19  de  Noviembre,  SF  Chronicle  reporta 
que  Brown  se  ha  reunido  con  personas  de  30 
agencias  quienes  le  han  asegurado  que  no 
han  tenido  ningún  problema  para  cubrir  las 
necesidades  de  las  personas  que  necesitan  de 
camas  en  los  sitios  de  hospedaje  de  emer- 
gencia. 

12  del  medio  día,  (durante  el  mismo  dia) 
Casi  200  personas  sin  casa  se  reunieron  bajo 
la  lluvia  torrencial  en  frente  de  City  Hall  para 
denunciar  los  ataques  de  la  policía  en  contra 
de  los  desamparados  y para  exigir  que  el  al- 
calde implemente  una  política  coherente  y 
humana  para  ayudar  a la  gente  sin  casa. 


IF  YOU  ARE  AN  HIV+  IMMIGRANT 

you  can  still  be  grantee  asylum  r:  you  are  able  to  show  that  you  have  been  persecuted 
or  have  a reasonable  fear  of  persecution. 

The  deadline  is  April  1, 1998  for  those  already  in  the  United  States. 

Call  for  a confidential  consulta-jen  with  our  raff  and  a -eferral  to  our  vciunteer  attorneys. 
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AUN  HAY  TIEMPO  DE  SOLICITAR  AJILO  POLÍTICO 

si  usted  es  un  inmigrante  con  VIH  viviendo  en  Estados  Unidos.  Debe  probar  o car  evce-c.as 
de  persecusión  o ce  que  su  vida  esta  en  ce  gro,  sí  recresa  a s<-  país. 

El  plazo  se  vence  el  1 de  Abril  de  1998  si  vive  en  Estados  Unidos. 
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Deputy  City  Attorney  produces 
results  and  gets  a death  threat 


by  Kurt  Bier 

Deputy  City  Attorney  Karen 

Carrera's  job  is  taking  negligent 
property  owners  to  court. 

Sometimes  this  brings  her  into  highly 
emotional  confrontations  with  some  of  the 
City’s  more  notorious  slumlords.  Last 
month,  Carrera’s  diligence  got  her  a death 
threat  from  residential  hotel  owner 
Raymond  Patel. 

In  most  cases,  Carrera  files  complaints 
against  property  owners  who  disregard 
building  codes,  or  who  run  establishments 
deemed  to  present  a public  nuisance.  This 
was  the  case  with  Raymond  Patel,  owner 
of  the  Raymond  Hotel,  located  at  1036 
Howard  Street.  Carrera  successfully  pur- 
sued a lawsuit  against  Patel  fora  variety  of 
infractions,  and  one  of  the  ensuing  injunc- 
tions required  Patel  to  have  a security 
guard  on  the  premises  at  night 

Since  she  also  monitors  whether  the 
terms  of  an  injunction  are  being  met  one 
evening  Carrera  dropped  by  the  Raymond 
Hotel.  Despite  being  barred  entrance,  she 
could  see  there  was  no  security  guard  on 
duty 

According  to  Carrera,  Patel  called  her 
the  next  day  to  deliver  a succinct  message: 
"He  said  ‘If  you  ever  go  to  my  hotel  again. 
I’ll  shoot  you.”  Carena  dutifully  reported 
the  death  threat  to  the  police  but  did  not 
take  it  too  seriously.  Patel’s  lawyer  called 
later  that  day. 

"Raymond’s  lawyer  said  that  Raymond 


would  never  hurt  anyone,”  Carrera  related, 
chuckling. 

That  Carrera  has  a sense  of  humor  about 
s»’~h  incidences  might  be  a good  thing 
given  the  pace  at  which  she  is  filing  law- 
suits, especially  in  the  Mission.  “I  want 
everyone  to  know  that  I am  making  it  my 
personal  goal  to  enforce  the  statues  of  this 
city  "in  the  Mission  in  particular,”  she 
asserted  in  an  interview  with  the  New 
Mission  News.  In  addition  to  the  com- 
plaint filed  against  Galan’s  Bar  on  24th 
Street,  Carrera  is  pursuing  complaints 
against  El  Mariachi  at  3024  Mission 
Street,  and  La  Hacienda  Tres  Magueyes  at 
2565  Mission  Street,  both  for  creating  a 
public  nuisance  and  drug  dealing.  This 
comes  on  the  heels  of  successful  cam- 
paigns against  the  former  owners  of  Doc’s 
Clock  on  Mission  Street  and  the  Diamond 
Club  on  24th  Street 

Much  of  the  information  Carrera 
uses  when  filing  complaints  comes  from 
community  groups  and  from  the  Code 
Enforcement  Task  Force,  a coalition  of 
city  agencies  assembled  to  address  with 
egregious  code  violations.  In  the  case  of 
Galan’s  Bar,  Carrera  attended  a number  of 
block  club  meetings  where  neighbors 
voiced  their  concerns,  which,  along  with  a 
growing  number  of  calls  to  police  about 
activity  inside  and  outside  Galan’s,  con- 
vinced Carrera  to  file  the  lawsuit  One  of 
the  laws  Carrera  finds  most  helpful  in 
these  cases  is  a section  of  the  Health  and 
Safety  Code  that  allows  witnesses  to  testi- 
fy anonymously  about  drug  dealing. 
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24th  Street  Battle  continued  from  page  one 

able,  another  person  holds  the  money  and 


a third  has  the  dope.  Those  holding  the 
dope  usually  keep  it  in  their  mouths  in  bal- 
loons, making  it  easily  swallowable  should 
they  get  busted.  Even  if  approached 
unawares,  the  dope  can  quickly  disappear 
in  the  time  it  takes  to  apprehend  and  gain 
physical  control  over  a suspect.  This  divi- 
sion of  labor  isolates  individuals  and  while 
one  or  two  may  get  pinched,  it  is  nearly 
impossible  to  link  one  person  to  another 
with  a chain  of  evidence.  Only  by  concen- 
trating resources  in  one  area  were  the 
police  able  to  make  so  many  arrests. 

When  the  police  made  routine  checks 
into  the  sellers’  backgrounds,  they  uncov- 
ered a curious  trend  — ninety  percent  of 
people  selling  drugs  on  24th  Street  were 
from  Honduras  and  without  legal  docu- 
mentation. Because  of  San  Francisco’s 
Sanctuary  ordinance,  the  police  depart- 
ment is  barred  from  turning  over  to  tte 
INS  (Immigration  and  Naturalization 
Service)  suspects  they  believe  are  in  the 
U S.  illegally.  This  is  true  of  all  cases 
except  those  involving  drugs  — which  are 
all  of  the  cases  coming  from  24th  Street. L 

After  being  turned  over  to  the  INS, 
those  arrested  are  flown  back  to  Honduras, 
and  from  there,  they  migrate  again  back  to 
the  U.S.,  back  to  San  Francisco,  and  back 
to  24th  Street.  “We  see  a lot  of  the  same 
faces  turning  up  again  and  again,” 
acknowledged  Pate,  “some  not  a week 
after  being  deported.”  Regardless  of  what 
one  thinks  of  the  immigration  policies  of 
the  U.S.,  why  people  are  drawn  here  is  ele- 
mentary. “Most  of  the  people  we  arrest  are 
fifteen  to  nineteen  year-old  kids,”  says 
Pate,  “kids  looking  for  jobs,  not  career 
criminals.” 

"Life  is  very  difficult  in  Honduras  right 
now.”  explains  Ricardo  Talbatt,  of  the 
Honduran  Consulate.  “Everything  is  very 
expensive  and  there  are  very  few  good 
paying  jobs.  People  come  here  looking  for 
jobs  only  to  find  that  it  is  not  so  easy,  so 
they  take  any  job  they  can  get.  They  are 
looking  for  a better  life.  Sure,  some  people 
like  the  easy  money,  but  most  are  just  try- 
ing to  get  money  so  they  and  their  family 
can  survive.”  Those  who  use  young  des- 
perate kids  to  peddle  their  wares  are  a dif- 
ferent matter,  and  it’s  these  people  that 
neighbors  and  police  suspect  of  supervis- 
ing drug  sales  on  24th  and  the  ones  most 
likely  to  be  behiixi  the  threatening  phone 
calls. 

Interestingly,  representatives  from  the 
Portland  and  Alaskan  police  departments 
have  visited  San  Francisco  in  recent 
weeks,  to  discuss  similar  problems  they 
are  having  with  Hondurans  dealing  crack 
cocaine.  According  to  Pate,  there  is  some 
evidence  that  young  people,  baited  by  the 
idea  of  good  paying  jobs,  are  packed  into 
ships,  smuggled  into  the  U.S  through 
Portland  and  then,  distributed  to  high  level 
dealers  up  arti  down  the  West  Coast.  Told 
they  must  pay  off  the  cost  of  their  passage 
by  selling  drugs,  most  never  make  it 
through  their  internship  and  are  sent  back 
to  Honduras,  constantly  refilling  the  pool 
of  applicants  for  this  devil’s  bargain. 

Neighbors  vs.  bar 

Given  the  near  impossibility  of  stem- 


ming the  tides  of  supply  and  demand, 
neighbors  are  using  other  tactics  to  drive 
dopers  from  their  doorsteps.  Through  con- 
stant contact  with  the  City  Attorney’s 
office,  the  24th  Street  group  has  succeeded 
in  convincing  deputy  city  attorney  Karen 
Carrera  to  file  a civil  lawsuit  against 
Galan’s  Bar  situated  on  the  comer  of  24th 
and  Treat  Streets. 

According  to  Carrera,  on  Oct.  17  her 
office  filed  a complaint  for  injunctive 
relief  against  property  owners  Nancy 
Larson  and  Phil  Lyons  and  Ms.  Gal  an,  the 
bar  operator.  The  complaint  requires  that 
either  Ms.  Galan  responds  to  public  nui- 
sance issues,  or  that  Lyons  evicts  Ms. 
Galan  from  the  property.  One  way  or  the 
other,  residents  and  the  City  are  deter- 
mined to  lessen  the  negative  impact 
Galan’s  Bar  has  on  the  area. 

Jim  Windsor,  the  block  club’s  gentle, 
bearded  spokesman,  says  drug  sellers  use 
the  bar  as  a hangout,  loitering  both  inside 
and  outside  the  entrance,  and  that  Ms. 
Galan  does  little  to  curtail  their  activity. 
Ms.  Galan  claims  to  be  yet  another  victim 
of  the  illicit  drug  trade,  washing  her  hands 
of  the  matter  and  then  raising  them  in  sup- 
plication to  forces  beyond  her  control. 
Lyons,  is  a well-known  property  owner  in 
the  City  and  has  come  under  Carrera’s  cor- 
rective glare  before.  The  property  next 
door  to  Galan’s,  also  owned  by  Lyons,  was 
an  infamous  crack  house  until  Lyons  final- 
ly evicted  the  tenants  under  pressure  from 
Carrera. 

The  lawsuit  against  Galan’s  is  one  of  a 
number  filed  in  recent  weeks  by.  Carrera 
(see  story  page  12)  to  aggressively  enforce 
city  statutes  regarding  problem  buildings. 
“It’s  my  personal  goal  to  ensure  that  prop- 
erty owners  are  abiding  by  the  codes  in 
San  Francisco  generally,  and  in  tUc 
Mission  in  particular,”  said  Carrera  firmly. 

Rita  Alviar,  director  of  the  Mission 
Education  Project  and  longtime  communi- 
ty activist,  is  relieved  to  hear  of  Carrera’s 
commitment.  She  received  threatening 
telephone  calls  when  she  offered  to  let  the 
24th  Street  group  use  her  space  for  meet- 
ings. “I’ve  been  involved  in  community 
activism  for  many  years,  but  I’ve  never 
had  that  [threats]  happen  before.”  She  says 
she  was  tempted  to  move  in  June  when  the 
drug  dealing  was  at  its  most  frenzied.  But 
since  then,  the  action  on  the  street  has 
calmed  down,  a change  she  attributes  to 
diligence  on  the  part  of  Mission  Station 
“They  [the  police]  have  worked  very 
closely  with  the  block  clubs  and  the  area  is 
very  safe  during  the  day  now.”  Alviar’s 
group  organizes  community  walks  that 
take  place  every  Friday  at  6:30  p.m.,  orig- 
inating at  the  24th  Street  mini-park. 

Indeed,  if  any  course  of  action  seems 
most  effective  in  reducing  crime,  it  is  these 
kinds  of  public  activities  that  let  dealers 
and  criminals  know  that  people  care  what 
goes  on  in  their  community  at  night. 
Whether  or  not  the  publicity  brought  about 
by  such  brazen  activity  as  the  threatening 
phone  calls  serves  to  galvanize  the  com- 
munity into  action  remains  to  be  seen 
With  winter  here,  street  activity  drops  nat- 
urally and  what  happens  next  spring 
should  tell  all. 
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Credit  Union  still  seeking  recovery  of  $200,000  taken  by  Mission  nonprofit 


by  Victor  Miller 

Three  months  have  now  passed  since  a 
new  board  of  directors  at  the  Mission  Area 
Federal  Credit  Union  discovered  a Credit 
Union  member,  the  Mission  Language  and 
Vocational  School  (MLVS)  had  overdrawn 
its  account  by  over  $200,000.  At  press 
time,  the  Credit  Union  still  had  not  been 
able  to  get  MLVS  to  agree  to  a repayment 
plan  and  legal  action  seems  imminent.  A 
second  conflict  of  finances  between  the 
Credit  Union  and  another  Mission  non- 
profit, the  Real  Alternative  Program, 
involving  a $200,000  line  of  credit, 
appears  to  be  on  the  way  to  resolution. 

Bad  loans,  poor  record  keeping  and  the 
huge  — perhaps  unrecoverable  — MLVS 
overdraft,  all  of  which  occurred  under  pre- 
vious management  teams,  forced  the 
National  Credit  Union  Administration 
(NCUA)  to  crack  down  In  a move  analo- 
gous to  last  year’s  federal  takeover  of  the 
San  Francisco  Housing  Authority,  NCUA 
has  designated  the  Mission  Credit  Union 
as  “troubled”  and  now  has  the  final  word 
in  policy  decisions  and  personnel  changes 
previously  made  by  the  locally  elected 
board. 

Loans  to  nonprofits  barred 

Because  of  the  situation  with  MLVS, 
the  Credit  Union  is  now  barred  from  mak- 
ing loans  of  any  kind  to  nonprofit  organi- 
zations, a policy  which  will  undoubtedly 
benefit  the  Credit  Union  but  hurt  smaller 
social  service  organizations  that  have  tra- 
ditionally borrowed  from  the  Credit  Union 
to  get  through  hard  times.  However,  a 
Credit  Union  moratorium  in  effect  for  the 
last  few  months,  on  loans  to  individuals, 
car  loans  and  most  types  of  bank  financ- 
ing, will  be  lifted  in  December 

Credit  Union  board  chairman  Matthew 
Rosen  remains  furious  with  the  chicanery 
of  MLVS.  “Their  actions  were,  in  part, 
highway  robbery  and  in  part,  a poor  grasp 
of  accounting  principals,”  he  said.  Rosen 
also  blamed  former  managers  Raquel 
Cas  till  o-Lewis  and  Hugo  Cruz  for  facili- 
tating the  abuse  by  MLVS:  “The  Credit 
Union  was  stupidly  mismanaged  by 
Raquel  and  Hugo,  [andj  just  took  that  one 
step  further.” 

Mayors  office  urged  credit  line 

Ironically,  it  may  have  been  the 
Mayor’s  Office  of  Community 
Development  (MOCD),  an  agency  that 
administers  millions  of  dollars  in  public 
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funds  going  to  non-profits,  that  precipitat- 
ed the  Credit  Union  crisis.  In  a letter  dated 
March  11,  1996  from  Larry  Del  Carlo, 
then  director  of  MOCD  to  then  Credit 
Union  CEO  Raquel  Castillo-Lewis,  Del 
Carlo  admits  his  office  “strongly  encour- 
aged Mission  Language  and  Vocational 
School  to  seek  a line  of  credit”  because  of 
“difficulties  in  the  budget  process”  that 
would  delay  the  School’s  annual  appropri- 
ation of  $214,000.  “Difficulties”  is  a 
euphemism  for  the  perennial  inability  of 
government  agencies  to  pay  their  bills  on 
time.  A small  community  credit  union  was 
being  given  the  word  from  City  Hall  to 
cover  the  bureaucratic  inadequacies  of  the 
public  sector. 

MLVS  was  not  slow  to  take  advantage 
and  by  April  of  1996  had  “borrowed,”  in 
the  form  of  overdrafts,  $183,027  — nearly 
their  entire  yearly  grant  from  MOCD.  By 
April  1997,  the  amount  of  this  permanent 
no-interest  loan  had  grown  to  $205,014 
and  after  some  token  repayments,  present- 
ly stands  at  about  $200,000. 

By  the  time  of  the  Credit  Union  annual 
meeting  and  board  election  in  August  of 
1997,  board  members  were  just  becoming 
aware  of  and  enraged  over  the  extent  of  the 
deficit.  Credit  Union  manager  Hugo  Cruz, 
who  had  facilitated  the  situation,  was  not 
re  hired  MLVS  and  other  Mission  non- 
profits tried  to  have  the  entire  board 
recalled  and  Cruz  reinstated.  It  didn’t  work 
but  Jorge  Lopez,  the  third  highest  salaried 
employee  at  MLVS  and  Mitchell  Salazar 
executive  director  of  the  Real  Alternatives 


Program  (RAP)  were  elected  to  the  board. 

Subsequently,  the  board  learned  of  a 
$200,000  line  of  credit  to  RAP  that  was 
approved  by  Cruz  in  May  1997.  Salazar 
was  then  removed  from  the  board  for  con- 
flict of  interest.  Salazar  told  the  News, 
RAP  needed  the  credit  line  because  of  cash 
flow  problems  between  funding  cycles. 
“This  was  a legitimate  loan.  Because  of 
the  turmoil  at  the  Credit  Union,  it  has  been 
impossible  until  now  to  settle  this  issue  but 
beginning  in  December,  we  will  be  making 
monthly  payments  of  $17,500  through 
April  30,  with  substantially  higher  pay- 
ments thereafter  so  that  the  entire  amount 
is  repaid  with  interest  by  June  1998,”  he 
said. 

Where’s  the  money? 

MLVS  is  another  matter.  The  organiza- 
tion misappropriated  funds  by  overdraw- 
ing its  account,  creating  a magic  check- 
book whose  checks  couldn’t  bounce 
because  of  a friendly  arrangement  with 
Credit  Union  managers.  MLVS  is  going 
through  some  turmoil  of  its  owa  The  non- 
profit has  had  four  accountants  in  the  last 
three  years,  some  of  whom  have  lost  com- 
puter records.  MLVS  is  also  burdened  by  a 
top-heavy  structure  where  administrators 
are  paid  more  than  three  times  the  salary  of 
teachers.  Executive  Director  Rosario 
Anaya  earns  $49,584  a year  and  an  MLVS 
teacher  is  paid  $15,040. 

Anaya  told  MOCD  staff  who  ques- 
tioned her  about  the  deficit,  that  her  orga- 
nization’s troubles  were  caused  by  a loss 
of  revenue  from  the  rental  of  their  audito- 


rium space  at  their  19th  and  Florida  Street 
building,  following  noise  complaints  by 
neighbors.  Perhaps  an  even  greater  drain 
on  MLVS  resources  has  been  a soured 
speculative  real  estate  venture.  MLVS 
owns,  but  according  to  tenants  has  never 
been  able  to  properly  maintain,  an  apart- 
ment building  with  two  street-level  com- 
mercial sites,  on  the  northwest  comer  of 
16th  and  Valencia  A 1993  MLVS  tax 
statement  lists  $81,000  in  expenses  on  the 
property. 

Anaya  has  tried  to  convince  funders  that 
MLVS  is  viable,  but  the  question  of  why 
the  overdraft  is  not  being  repaid  hangs 
heavy.  Nonetheless,  the  Mayor’s  Office  is 
in  the  process  of  awarding  them  another 
$150,000  grant  to  develop  a culinary 
school. 

Matthew  Rosen  questions  the  sincerity 
of  the  payback  effort:  “We  continue  send- 
ing letters  and  having  meetings.  They  tell 
us  they’re  trying  to  get  a loan  [to  pay  us 
back]  but  it  just  doesn’t  take  that  long.  It’s 
time  for  them  to  start  following  the  law.” 

The  Credit  Union  fiasco  is  cause  to  con- 
sider the  relevance  of  some  of  the  long 
established  Mission  nonprofits  and  ask 
whether  or  not  they  serve  a legitimate 
function  in  Mission  community,  or  simply 
absorb  resources  better  used  elsewhere. 
It’s  an  issue  that  has  aroused  considerable 
emotion,  galvanizing  many  who  have  pre- 
viously been  complacent  about  communi- 
ty graft.  One  Credit  Union  member  com- 
mented, “I  want  to  see  some  heads  on 
sticks.” 
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ALL  MAKES  & MODELS 


VAIENC/A  CYCLERY  HOURS:  10-6  MON  - SAT 

1077  Valencia  (Between  21st  & 22nd)  550-6600  io-4  Sunday 
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In  English  & Spanish  Paula  Tejeda 


El  Bohemian, 
Jorge  Argueta 

Back  in  the  ‘80s  the  Mission  was  not 
gentrified;  it  was  a true  bohemian 
scene.  The  low  riders  still  cruised 
Mission  Street  Protests  were  organized 
every  week  denouncing  human  rights 
abuses  in  Central  and  South  America, 
Africa,  and  the  Middle  East,  and  numbers 
of  political  exiles  from  El  Salvador, 
Guatemala,  Nicaragua,  Chile,  Argentina 
found  their  way  to  a cafe  in  the  Mission 
that  was  tolerant  of  some  pretty  eccentric 
behavior.  Most  appropriately  named.  Cafe 
La  Boheme  has  seen  the  lost  glory  of  the 
Mission’s  bohemia 

No  one  has  a better  vision  of  this  splash 
of  local  history  than  Jorge  Argueta, 
“Joijito,  El  Poeta”  as  we  call  him.  Bom  in 
San  Salvador,  El  Salvador  in  1961,  he  says 
lie  came  straight  to  “el  café”  on  24th  and 
Mission  back  in  1981.  Joijito  has  pub- 
lished a number  of  poetry  books  inspired 
by  the  unique  characters  that  walked  (or 
stumbled)  through  the  cafe.  Corazon  del 
Barrio,  Love  Street  and  Litany  of  Love  and 
Hate  are  just  a few  of  his  publications,  all 
of  which  are  bilingual. 

I cannot  critique  Joijito ’s  work  because 
I could  never  be  objective  about  a friend’s 
work  and  in  this  case,  the  times  and  people 
Joijito  writes  about.  But  I will  say  I’m 
always  struck  by  a sentence  or  two  that  are 
characteristic  of  his  unique  humor.  In 
" Corazon  del  Barrio ,"  he  writes  about 
Robinson  Tapia: 

Architect,  poet,  painter 

But  above  all  else,  crazed  free-spirit. 

He  shouts 

“I’m  not  an  alcoholic  anonymous, 

I’m  a public  one” 

In  fact  alcohol  is  held  in  high  esteem  in 
this  book  of  poems  about  our  barrio,  as  in 
"Ami tear  Carrillo": 

Amilcar  knows  how  to  be  a friend 

A good  friend. 

There  are  some  who  dislike  him 
Because  he  travels 
Without  working 


He  divides  his  life 

Between  Hamburg’s  bars 

And  La  Boheme 

And  besides,  he  has  three  women 

Who  love  him  madly. 

I am  sure  these  charismatic  characters 
would  raise  a couple  of  eyebrows  and  have 
no  place  in  today’s  barrio.  The  fact  that 
alcohol  has  been  running  through  their 
veins  since  they  were  eight  years  old 
makes  it  hard  for  me  to  be  judgmental. 
Problem  drinking  is  not  foreign  to  me  but 
experience  has  taught  me  that  a problem 
drunk  can  stop  drinking,  yet  a hypocrite  so 
ready  to  judge  others  has  no  hope. 

Come  join  us  Friday,  December  5,  at 
7:30  p.m.  in  Cafe  La  Boheme  (you  know 
where  it  is  — across  from  the  24th  and 
Mission  BART  station).  Once  again,  we 
will  regain  its  spirit  of  the  good  old  days. 
Jorge  Argueta  will  be  reading  from  his  lat- 
est publication  of  poetry  called  Fruits 
from  the  Center  and  other  Flavors  . And 
for  your  listening  pleasure,  performing  at 
this  very  special  reception  will  be  Jorge 
Molina  and  friends. 

Jorge  Argueta ’s  upcoming  publications 
include:  Trees  Hanging  form  the  Sky 
which  is  a children’s  poetry  book.  Far  from 
Fire,  about  the  war  in  El  Salvador  and  the 
experience  of  living  in  exile,  and  The  City 
Next  to  Summer,  a collection  of  poems 
that  deals  with  life  in  the  streets,  drugs, 
prostitutes  and  alcohol.  Some  of  these 
poems  will  be  released  in  a CD  put  togeth- 
er by  a group  of  poets  from  North  Beach. 
Also  coming  up  is  a book  of  erotic  poems 
called  Naked  Poems . 

Jorge  Argueta  has  been  invited  to  read 
at  the  prestigious  Midnight  Special  book- 
store in  Los  Angeles,  and  looks  forward  to 
going  to  New  York’s  Newyorican  Poets 
Cafe.  Locally,  you  can  meet  the  author  at 
Modem  Times,  December  16  at  7:30  p.m.; 
at  Forktongue  on  January  25  at  7 p.m,  at 
Intersection  for  the  Arts;  February  22  at  2 
p.m  and  at  City  Lights  January  22  at  7 
p.m 

Multicultural 
Film  Festival 

Cristina  Ibarra,  former  Operations 
Director  at  Artist’s  Television  Access 


(ATA)  and  Coordinator  of  the  Third 
Annual  Multicultural  Film  Festival,  stud- 
ied film  production  at  the  University  of 
Texas  at  Austin.  At  ATA,  she  coordinated 
the  education  program  She  introduced  all 
the  Spanish  language  courses  presently 
available.  She  also  got  ATA  involved  with 
“Bamta”  this  year.  Bamta  is  the  Bay  Area 
Multicultural  Telecommunications 
Association,  producers  of  this  film  festival 
that  programs  a collective  of  films  and 
videos  from  the  following  organizations: 
American  Indian  Film  Institute,  Artists’ 
Television  Access,  Bamta,  Black 
Filmmaker’s  Hall  of  Fame,  Cine  Acción, 
Corporation  on  Disabilities  and 
Telecommunications,  Film  Arts 
Foundation,  Frameline,  Jewish  Film 
Festival,  and  the  National  Asian  American 
Telecommunications  Association 

(NAATA). 

Cristina  says.  “It’s  an  interesting  idea  to 
have  many  of  the  different  organizations 
collaborating  with  each  other  because  all 
of  them  have  their  special  interests...  the 
process  of  selecting  the  films  is  very 
unique.  You  have  diverse  people  contribut- 
ing films  and  videos  that  eventually  fall 
into  similar  themes.  The  exciting  part  to 


me,  living  in  a city  that  is  so  diverse  — 
very  different  from  Texas,  by  the  way  — is 
to  see  the  encounters  between  different 
cultures  on  the  screen,  because  they  show 
us  the  ambiguities  of  race  relations  that  can 
occur  today.  In  other  words.  Hit’s  not  a 
black  and  white  issue.” 

Some  of  the  films  that  are  examples  of 
that  are:  “Unforgettable  Face”  by  Nicole 
Newnham,  "Maceo:  Demon  Drummer 
From  East  L.A"  by  John  Esaki;  and  "The 
Shot  Heard  ‘ Round  The  World"  by 
Christine  Choy  and  Spiro  Lampras,  all 
three  submitted  by  NAATA.  Also, 
"Spark"  by  Garret  Williams  submitted  by 
Black  Filmmaker’s  Hall  of  Fame  and 
"Why  Cybrazeros"  by  Alex  Rivera  sub- 
mitted by  Cine  Acción. 

This  last  director,  Alex  Rivera, 
impressed  me  with  his  submission  of  “Dia 
de  la  Independencia”  at  Cine  Accion’s 
Festival  Cine  Latino,  so  “ojo”  with  this 
New  Yorker  of  Peruvian  descent.  The  fes- 
tival goes  from  December  18  to  21,  at  the 
Center  for  the  Arts  at  Yerba  Buena 
Gardens.  The  screening  programmed  at 
ATA,  called  Mix  Matches,  is  on  Friday, 
December  19  at  8 p.m.  For  more  informa- 
tion you  can  call  Bamta  at  415.  824-3120 


EXHIBITION 


‘Meso  American  Goddess’ 

The  Virgen  de  Guadalupe 

Venerated  as  the  “Reigning  Queen  of  Mexico,  and  the  Empress  of  the  Americas”, 
the  Virgen  de  Guadalupe  symbolizes  a living  and  dynamic  female  deity  within 
the  present  day  Latin  American  pantheon  of  Christian  and  pagan  religious 
figures,  saints  and  deities.  Come  see  how  contemporary  Latino  artists  view  this 
enduring  female  phenomena  of  modern  faith 

^ Art  wor * & installation  by 

DeC.  1“  31  jgSÍA  Ricardo ‘Cachy’ Cartagena 

j - i p.  ^ ^ flraESR  José  Ramón  Lerma 

rriaay,  DCC.  BjrV  m3  Osvaldo  Ruiz  Muñoz 

7-10  p.m.  RenéDurán 

•••••  Reception  with  the  artists  and  presentation  by  Carlos  Cordova,  Ph.D. 
Regularly  featuring  abstract  paintings,  collages,  mixed  media  works 
on  paper,  painted  pottery,  raku  ceramics,  collectables  and  jewelry. 
Personal  checks  are  accepted.  Layaway  plans  are  available. 


The  Scarlet  Sage  Herb  Company 

specializing  in  high  quality  organic  & wildcrajted  bulk  herbs 


Reservations  415  550-7455 

Dining  room  hours  Tuesday  & Wednesday  6:30pm  11:00pm 

Thursday  - Saturday  6:30pm  - midnight 
Lounge  menu  served  6:30pm  - 1:00am 

Live  music  six  nights  a week 

Available  for  private  parties  2 389  Mission  Street  • San  Francisco 


♦ We  carry  a full  line 

OF  TINCTURES 

♦ Homeopathic 

REMEDIES 

♦ Aromatherapy 


♦ Vitamin  Supplements 

♦ Books 

♦ Flower  Essences 

♦ Body  Care  Products 


OPEN  7 DAYS  A WEEK 

We’ve  moved!!!  (415)  821-0997 

1173  Valencia  near  23rd  ,, 


807  Valencia 

(at  19*  Street) 


824-3494 


Open  Every  Day 
11  to  11 


Natural  Niman  Schell  Beef  and  Rocky  Free  Range  Chicken 
Natural  Beef  Burgers  Veggie  Burgers  Fries  Hot  Dogs  & Shakes 
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Mission 

Broadsider 


Andy  Solow 


Why  do  children  kill  themselves? 


I’m  not  real  big  on  funerals.  But  I 
attended  one  recently,  for  a young  man 
who  committed  suicide  last  fall. 
Needless  to  say,  his  parents,  family  and 
friends  were  devastated  A representative 
from  the  group  home  where  Ian  Worden 
had  been  under  treatment  was  apologetic 
and  conciliatory.  The  priest  offered  up  the 
usual  platitudes.  The  requisite  tears  were 
shed  by  all.  And  when  it  was  all  said  and 
done,  Ian  was  still  just  as  dead. 

It  turns  out  that  Ian  has  a lot  of  compa- 
ny. According  to  the  California 
Department  of  Health,  roughly  210  youths 
between  the  ages  of  13  and  19  commit  sui- 
cide every  year  in  this  state,  and  more  than 
2,900  youths  attempt  it  Within  the  same 
time  period  in  San  Francisco,  anywhere 
from  three  to  five  youths  commit  suicide 
and  more  than  40  make  the  attempt  But 
these  statistics  may  not  be  accurate. 
According  to  a recent  San  Francisco 
Chronicle  story  (9/20/%),  every  month  an 
average  of  eight  youths  incarcerated  at  SF 
Juvenile  Hall  (YGC)  exhibit  suicidal 
behavior. 

The  statistics  do  not  show  a trend  either 
up  or  down  But  even  if  the  problem  is  not 
getting  worse,  there  is  clearly  a youth  sui- 
cide epidemic  in  this  country. 

Hoping  for  an  easy  answer,  I called  on 
an  old  friend  of  mine  who  is  currently  liv- 
ing in  Albuquerque,  New  Mexico.  Now 
retired,  Ruth  Cox  spent  more  than  25  years 
working  with  troubled  teens  while  living 
in  and  supervising  “group  homes."  When 
Ruth  asked  me  “why  are  our  children 
killing  themselves?”,  I knew  there  was  no 
obvious  answer.  The  one  thing  that  Ruth 
was  sure  of  is  that  it  is  impossible  to  pre- 
vent a person  who  is  bent  on  suicide  from 
killing  themselves.  Ruth  said,  “Unless 
you’ve  been  there,  you  can’t  imagine  how 
excruciating  emotional  pain  can  be.  For 
people  who  are  feeling  that  pain,  death 
seems  like  the  only  possible  solution’’ 

Why  is  Ian  Worden  dead? 

According  to  Ian’s  sister,  San  Francisco 
Police  Officer  Tessa  Worden,  her  parents 
did  everything  that  they  could  for  all  of 
their  children  — particularly  her  brother. 
But  somehow,  Ian  got  on  a path  to  self- 
destruction  that  no  one  seemed  able  to 
change.. 

Ian’s  father  Ross  believes  his  son’s  trou- 
bles started  with  a commute  on  the  48 
Quintara  MUNI,  to  and  from  cooking 
school  at  John  O’Connell  High  School. 
Ross  said,  “I  found  out  later  that  street 
gang  kids  beat  and  threatened  my  son  on 
that  MUNI  bus  virtually  every  day  for 
three  months.”  Ross  thought  that  they 
wanted  Ian  to  join  their  gang  so  that  he 
could  help  them  sell  drugs.  “MUNI  is  ore 


of  their  more  effective  recruiting  tech- 
niques. Street  gangs  know  that  kids  on  the 
way  home  from  school  on  MUNI  are  an 
easy  target,”  he  said 

Ian  soon  became  a gang  “prospect”  and 
began  using  and  selling  drugs  and  getting 
into  trouble.  In  response,  Ross  and  his  wife 
took  Ian  to  family  counseling  at  Kaiser. 
Kaiser  recommended  sending  Ian  to  a 
group  home  like  “Thunder  Road”  for  six 
months,  but  that  would  have  cost  $36,000. 
The  Worden’s  didn’t  have  it,  the  City  was- 
n’t willing  to  pay  the  bill  and  the  waiting 
list  for  charity  cases  was  two  years  or 
more. 

Meanwhile,  Ian  switched  to  Galileo 
High  School,  but  things  continued  on  a 
downward  spiral  until  the  Worden  home 
was  in  danger  of  being  shot  up  and  Ian  got 
busted  for  carrying  a knife  and  a hatchet  in 
his  backpack  at  school.  It  seems  that  a 
member  of  an  opposing  street  gang  was 
trying  to  kill  Ian,  so  without  his  parent’s 
knowledge,  he  had  armed  himself  in  self- 
defense.  Ross  claims  that  close  to  a third  of 
the  kids  at  Galileo  HS  are  street  gang 
members  or  associates 

Feeling  that  they  could  no  longer  handle 
their  son,  the  Worden’s  left  him  in  the  care 
of  the  San  Francisco  Youth  Guidance 
Center  (YGC)  and  SF  Department  of 
Public  Health  psychiatrists.  That’s  when 
things  really  got  ugly.  Ian  became 
depressed  and  suicidal,  making  nooses  on 
two  separate  occasions.  YGC  didn’t  know 
what  to  do  with  Ian,  so  his  parents  took 
him  home.  But  six  weeks  later,  Ian  got 
busted  again,  this  time  for  breaking  into  a 
car. 

After  spending  what  his  parents  thought 
were  an  uneventful  three  months  at  YGC, 
the  City  sent  Ian  to  a group  home  in  Santa 
Rosa  called  the  “RHouse.”  RHouse  tried  to 
modify  his  introverted  depression  driven 
behavior  by  banning  him  from  reading 
books  and  spending  time  alone,  aixi  visit- 
ing with  his  family.  Ian’s  response  was  to 
make  another  noose  and  break  some  of  his 
knuckles  punching  holes  in  the  wall. 

Unable  to  handle  him,  RHouse  sent  Ian 
back  to  YGC  for  a psychological  evalua- 
tion. Unfortunately,  the  City  never  both- 
ered to  do  the  evaluation  requested,  opting 
instead,  to  lock  Ian  in  a cell,  keeping  him 
in  solitary  confinement  for  five  days 
straight.  Unable  to  get  anyone’s  attention 
at  YGC,  Ross  and  his  wife  took  their  son 
back  to  RHouse.  Ian  really  didn’t  belong 
there,  but  the  RHouse  staff  felt  sorry  for 
Ian  and  took  him  back  anyway.  Three 
weeks  later,  he  killed  himself. 

It  turns  out  that  the  City  could  have  sent 
Ian  to  Moffett  Hospital  for  special  treat- 
ment and  observation,  but  that  would  have 


cost  $550  per  day.  So,  instead  of  doing  the 
psychological  evaluation  requested  by 
RHouse,  the  City  simply  ignored  Ian  until 
he  went  away. 

Last  year,  in  a horrifyingly  similar  case, 
the  City’s  Juvenile  Probation  Department 
also  failed  to  place  an  obviously  suicidal 
child  at  Moffett  Hospital  or  some  other 
program  capable  of  dealing  with  suicidal 
teens,  again  opting  to  leave  him  in  a less 
expensive  group  home.  Seventeen  year-old 
Aldo  Mallorga  subsequently  hung  himself 
in  his  closet  with  a bed  sheet  at  the  group 
home  that  this  City’s  juvenile  justice  sys- 
tem had  abandoned  him  to. 

In  Memoriam 

According  to  Sonoma  County 
Coroner’s  report  #97-1341,  on  August  26, 
1997,  while  under  the  custody  and  care  of 
RHouse,  a group  home  for  troubled  teens 
located  in  Santa  Rosa,  seventeen  year-old 
Ian  Worden,  Mission  resident  and  son  of 


Ross  and  Elena  Worden,  hung  himself 
from  a closet  pole  with  a bed  sheet  Ian 
was  pronounced  dead  on  September  1, 
1997.  He  never  regained  consciousness. 
The  Coroner’s  report  says  he  died  by  his 
own  hand  of  asphyxiation  by  hanging  But, 
maybe  it  should  have  said  we  all  killed 
him. 

One  can  only  hope  that  the  people  who 
run  this  City  will  acknowledge  this  young 
man’s  passing  and  take  action  before  some 
other  hapless  teen  ties  a bed  sheet  arourci  a 
closet  pole.  But  so  far,  the  only  action  that 
San  Francisco  has  taken  in  response  to 
Ian’s  death  is  to  offer  to  dismiss  the  law 
suit  the  City  Attorney  filed  against  the 
Worden’s  three  months  before  their  son 
died.  It  seems  that  the  City  was  suing  the 
Wordens  for  reimbursement  of  their  son’s 
foster  care  expenses.  I guess  now  that  Ian 
is  dead,  it  would  be  hard  for  the  City  to 
claim  that  it  is  entitled  to  collect 


Support  the  Arts 

through 

San  Francisco’s 


VOLUNTARY 


ARTS 


CONTRIBUTION 


FUND 


VACF  is  a program  of  the 
City  and  Countv  of  San  Francisco 


For  more  information 
cah  (415)  554-6710 


^ Holliday’s  HAIR  HAIR  HAIR 

.í  V . « * a . D /tu»  CU/% 


Quality  Products 
and  Excellent  Service 
for  Women  & Men 

Corte  de  Cabello  y Estilos  • Perms 
Cuts  & Styling  • Color  • Highlights 
Deep  Conditioning  Treatment 


Barber  Shop 


Wide  Selection 
of  Products: 

Lanza  • Aveda  • Redken 
Joico  • Bam  de  Terre  • Nioxm 


1166  -llltd  Street  (at  Mission)  811-9410 


1 199  VALENCIA  & 23RD  / (415)  826*1 199 

MON  ft  TUES:  SPM  MIONICHT  / WED-SUN:  NOON-MIDNIGHT 


We  feature  the 

Selection  of 
African,  Latin, 
Brazilian,  Carib- 
bean, and  other 
Selected  music 
(Traditional  & 
Contemporary). 

593  Guerrero  St  @ 

18th,  San  Francisco 

Hours:  Tuesday  to 
Saturday,  noon  to  7; 
Sunday  from  1 to  6. 


«S  1 


Dicj  DeEPer 

for  the  best  in  world  music 


10  DECEMBER  1997 
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freewheel  bike  shop 


Bianchi 


rao 5 ©©Horn  ©d®tr® 

980  Valencia 

open  12-7pm  closed  mondayl 

Expert  Repairs-Custom  Framesets 

Hands  on  classes  @1920Hayes  #752-9195 


P3 


West  Valley  Termite  Control 

^ Specialist  in  1 crinitc  Control 

' 1 n\ iniiiiiienl.il  Securit) 

^ 1 «‘rillin'  Inspections  anil 
Mi  in  iiir.il  Uepaii n 

I 

^ ( Itcmicul  Treatments 

^ Professional  Service 

^ Complete  Structural  Pest 
( 'out rol  Services 

Smiiltt  lile  killin'  ( 

sm-oArc  ((415)  737-0527 

\ Nccnicd,  Bonded 

Fax  (415)  871-1625  J .ndm-red 

Commercial 

- Residential 

SUGGESTION 
FROM  SANTA 


Plan  A “Personal”  Christmas  Gift  NOW! 

PeA404tcM^e<L  St&tio+tesuf 


100  Notes 

100  Envelopes  only  $29.95 


+tax 


Available  Nov.  I thru  Dec  1997.  $15  deposit  required. 

Same  4 lines  of  type  used  on  center  top  of  note  and  back  of  envelope. 
Fine  Papers  limited  to  stocks  on  hand  for  this  promotion.  Value  over  $60 

DAVID  VALENTINE 

IP  ID  II  NT  IE  ID 


2424  Mission  Street  @ 20th. 

Open  M-Th  10:30-6  Fri  10:30-3 


Tel  550-8973 

fax  415  550-8944  4 hours 


Reading  with  the  holiday  spirit 


The  holiday  season  stands  as  a mark- 
er to  remind  us  that  we  have  a great 
capacity  for  giving.  Whether  it  be  as 
parents,  single  adults,  or  young  members 
of  society,  there  is  a need  for  us  to  not  only 
celebrate  the  holidays,  but  to  embody  their 
sometimes  forgotten  meaning. 

Please  join  San  Francisco’s  School 
Volunteers  (SFSV)  in  their  free,  two-part 
training  series.  These  seminars  are 
designed  to  increase  the  skills  of  parents 
and  community  members  interested  in 
supporting  students  in  the  area  of  literacy. 

SFSV  understands  that  skills  they  instill 
in  their  volunteers  are  transferable  to  the 
life  of  a child.  After  completing  the  two- 
part  training,  volunteers  will  be  asked  to 
serve  San  Francisco’s  public  schools,  and 
support  student’s  literacy  development. 

The  first  December  workshop  will  con- 
centrate on  improving  skills  of  parents  and 
community  members  who  are  interested  in 
helping  middle  — A hieh  school  students. 


This  workshop  will  be  held  on  December  4 
from  4 p.m.  to  5:30  p.m.  Location  TBA. 

The  second  workshop  focuses  primarily 
on  promoting  literacy  in  the  home:  includ- 
ing learning  literacy  activities  for  the 
entire  family.  This  workshop  will  be  held 
on  December  11  from  6 p.m.  to  7:45  at 
Charles  Drew  School,  located  at  50 
Pomona  Street  in  San  Francisco. 

For  more  information  or  to  register  for 
any  of  these  workshops,  call  SFSV  at 
(415)  274-0250  or  e-mail 

svolunte@sfiisd.kl2.ca. us  Attn.  Training. 

Another  literacy  program,  Rolling 
Readers  USA,  is  California’s  largest  non- 
profit children’s  literacy  program.  This  is 
its  first  year  in  San  Francisco,  are!  volun- 
teers are  needed  for  only  one  hour  a week. 
Volunteers  have  the  option  of  reading  to  a 
classroom  or  tutor  students  individually. 

You  can  contact  Rolling  Readers  at  469- 
4784  for  more  information. 


Cathedral  groundbreaking 


Groundbreaking  ceremonies  for  the 
new  $8  million  Greek  Orthodox 
Annunciation  Cathedral,  on 
Valencia  near  14th  Street,  were  held  on 
November  6.  In  attendance  was  the  world- 
wide leader  of  the  Greek  Orthodox 
Church,  His  Holiness  Ecumenical 
Patriarch  Bartholomew  the  First,  (pictured 
above).  After  an  Ecumenical  Doxology,  a 


Pan-Orthodox  was  held.  Thousands  of  free 
box  lunches  were  given  out  by  John 
Kostin,  of  John’s  Grill.  The  original 
Cathedral  was  severely  damaged  in  the 
1989  Loma-Prieta  Earthquake.  Fund  rais- 
ing by  parishioners  to  build  the  new 
Cathedral  took  eight  years.  Photo  by  Greg 
Roden 


Mission’s  only  shelter  needs  help 


Want  to  lend  a hand  this  holiday 
season?  Dolores  Street 
Community  Services  (DSCS), 
San  Francisco’s  foremost  provider  of 
emergency  food  and  shelter  for  homeless 
Latinos,  is  asking  for  your  help  this  holi- 
day season.  “We  are  always  in  need  of  vol- 
unteers and  donations  of  food  and  person- 
al hems,  but  never  so  much  as  during  the 
winter  months,  “ says  David  Rodriguez, 
Dolores  Housing  Program  (DHP) 
Manager. 

The  DHP  is  the  only  emergency  food 
and  shelter  service  in  the  Mission  District, 
providing  assistance  to  over  2,000  individ- 
uals each  year  since  1982.  As  a multi-ser- 


vice organization,  the  DHP  seeks  aid  for 
the  working  poor,  while  providing  a safe, 
dignified,  culturally  appropriate  environ- 
ment. Unfortunately,  Rodriguez  continues, 
“the  need  is  growing.  Last  year  we  turned 
away  one  hundred  people  a month  due  to 
lack  of  space,  this  year  two  hundred  a 
month,  and  the  number  is  growing  at  an 
alarming  rate.” 

Holiday  needs  include  food  donations, 
three  Christmas  trees,  (decorated  or  undec- 
orated), one  hundred  Christmas  cards  and 
other  personal  items  to  prepare  for  the 
already  present  winter  weather. 
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Habitat  builds  in  the  Mission 


On  November  19,  Habitat  for 
Humanity,  a nonprofit  organiza- 
tion that  builds  housing  affordable 
for  low-income  families  by  extensive  use 
of  volunteer  labor  and  donated  materials, 
held  groundbreaking  ceremonies  for  four 
condominiums  to  be  constructed  at  1270 
South  Van  Ness. 

The  families  selected  to  purchase  the 
units  had  to  be  earning  no  more  than  sixty 
percent  of  the  local  median  income,  living 
in  substandard  housing,  contribute  500 
hours  of  sweat  equity  to  the  project  and  be 
able  to  make  the  no  interest  mortgage  pay- 


ments. Habitat  acquired  the  lot  for  only 
$2,000  from  the  San  Francisco 
Redevelopment  Agency  and  total  con- 
struction costs  are  estimated  at  $440,000 
or  $1 10,000  for  each  of  the  three  bedroom 
units.  Under  a grant  from  Youthbuild, 
Youth  for  Service  will  employ  at-risk  teens 
and  young  adults  in  the  construction 
process,  to  provide  them  with  job  skills 
and  experience. 

Habitat  is  still  seeking  volunteers  for 
this  effort,  which  will  take  12  to  14  months 
to  complete;  if  you’re  interested  give  them 
a call  at  750-4780  Photo  by  Arthur 
Hudson 


Experience  Unlimited  provides 
unlimited  job  opportunites 


When  Congress  passed  the 
“Personal  Responsibility  and 
Work  Opportunity 

Reconciliation  Act”  in  1996,  the  federal 
government  became  free  of  the  responsi- 
bility of  providing  for  the  needs  of  poor 
parents.  California  will  implement  the  Act 
by  requiring  recipients  to  go  to  work  after 
two  years  of  financial  aid.  Unfortunately, 
this  will  leave  many  Californians  in  need 
of  assistance,  scrambling  into  the  uncer- 
tainty of  today’s  job  market  However, 
there  are  organizations  that  provide  people 
seeking  employment  with  aid  in  finding  a 
job. 

Experience  Unlimited,  an  all -volunteer 
organization,  provides  a free  supportive 
environment  through  networking  and  job 
search  skill  enhancement,  which  allows  its 
members  to  complete  a successful  job 


search.  To  become  a member,  interested 
persons  must  attend  a series  of  four  half- 
day workshops  taught  by  Experience 
Unlimited  members.  Workshops  provide 
job  search  training  skills,  job  search  strate- 
gies, resume  writing  and  interviewing 
techniques. 

After  completing  workshops,  you 
become  an  actual  member  of  Experience 
Unlimited,  assigned  to  departments  within 
the  organization.  What  is  required  of 
Experience  Unlimited  members? 
Members  are  required  to  complete  guide- 
lines, volunteer  four  hours  per  week  to 
their  assigned  department,  and  attend  two 
meetings  per  month  and  one  department 
meeting  per  month. 

For  more  information  please  call:  (415) 
771-1776 


Migden  talks  turkey 


Assemblywoman  Carole  Migden, 
above  left,  chatting  with  Mission 
Health  Center  Director  Gladys 
Sendlin  amid  piles  of  bagged  birds,  gave 
out  one  hundred  Thanksgiving  turkeys  to 
twenty  local  social  service  agencies  a few 


days  before  T-Day.  Mission  groups  select- 
ed included  Friendship  House  of  the 
American  Indian  Association  (how  appro- 
priate!), Mission  Neighborhood  Centers 
and  Mission  Neighborhood  Health  Center. 


Narcotech  gets  a reconnect 


The  cops  at  Mission  Station,  inundat- 
ed with  calls  from  residents  about 
drug  dealing  near  their  homes  and 
businesses,  decided  to  make  (almost) 
everybody’s  day  by  providing  the  public 
with  a special  phone  number  that  would 
bypass  the  busy  station  switchboard  and 
activate  the  beeper  of  officers  designated 
to  bust  street  dealers.  At  a police  commu- 
nity relations  meeting,  the  New  Mission 


News  was  asked  to  publish  this  number 
and  it  appeared  in  the  October  issue. 
Unfortunately,  somebody  forgot  to  pay  the 
pager  bill  and  service  was  discontinued  — 
much  to  the  irritation  of  those  calling  in 
and  embarrassment  of  the  local  constabu- 
lary The  problem  has  now  been  rectified 
and  the  number,  224-99%  is  now  back  in 
service.. 


3147  1 6l"  St.  @Valencia  Open  7 Days  415.522.9122 


KATZ 


San  Francisco 
Auto  Repair  Center 

611  FLORIDA  STREET  (Near  18th  St)  • S.F.,  CA  94110 

285-8588 

FOREIGN  AND  DOMESTIC  AUTO  REPAIRS 
OFFICIAL  CALIFORNIA  SMOG  STATION 

♦ Free  Shuttle  Service  to  & from  BART,  Downtown  & Nearby 
Neighborhoods  ♦ Basic  Auto  Repair  Classes 
♦ “Do-it- Yourself”  Membership  Available 
♦ Men  & Women  Mechanics 
♦ Dependable,  Guaranteed  Work— Honest  Prices 


• Check  Engine  Light/Computer  Diagnostics/Driveabiliry  Problems 
r Emission  Systems/Smog  Test  Failure  Diagnosis  <&  Repair 

• Tune  Up/Lube  Service/Regular  Maintenance 

• Cooling  Systems/Brakes/Clutches/General  Repairs 

• Air  Conditioning/Heaters  • Timing  Belts 

• Electrical  Problems/Rewiring/Short  Circuits 

• Window s/Do or s/Vandalism  Repairs  • Four-Wheel  Drive  Service 

• Struts/Shocks/Suspension/Steering  • CV  Joint  & Axle  Service 

• Engine  & Transmission  Rebuilding  & Replacement 

• Used  Car  Prepurchase  Diagnostic  Inspection  Service 


OPEN 


DAYS 


WEEK 


$10 

- ^ OFF 
SMOG 
INSPECTION 


FREE 
'gnL  BRAKE 
& 

SAFETY 
INSPECTION 

($25  VALUE) 


$10 
OFF 
OIL 
CHANGE 
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Christmas 

By  Neil  Green 


Katharine  Swan  at  awards  ceremony  with  students  Otis  Cobb  and  Louisa  Valle 

SF  Teacher  receives  1 st  Amendment 
Award  from  Playboy  Foundation 


by  Victor  Miller 

On  November  3,  San  Francisco  high 
school  teacher  Katharine  Swan 
accepted  one  of  the  five  Hugh  M. 
Hefner  1st  Amendment  Awards,  presented 
annually  by  the  Playboy  Foundation. 
Swan,  who  until  this  year  was  the  faculty 
advisor  for  Mission  High  School’s  student 
newspaper.  West  Wing,  received  the 
honor,  which  includes  a check  for  $5,000, 
at  a ceremony  at  the  Waldorf  Astoria  Hotel 
in  New  York  City. 

Reports  have  appeared  in  various  Bay 
Area  media  that  the  San  Francisco  Unified 
School  District  had  officially  turned  down 
the  award;  somehow  the  association  of 
Playboy  magazine  and  the  public  schools 
was  deemed  inappropriate,  in  any  form. 
But  Swan  pointed  out  that  the  award  was 
given  to  her,  not  the  School  District,  and 
the  attempted  rejection  was  just  more  of 
the  attempted  intimidation  she  and  her  stu- 
dents have  had  to  put  up  with  because  of 
their  outspokenness  on  educational  issues. 
"They  just  wanted  to  see  if  I'd  get  scared 
and  not  go  get  it,”  Swan  said. 

Two  Mission  High  seniors,  West 
Wingers  Otis  Cobb  and  Louisa  Valle 
accompanied  her.  Swan  and  the  entire  staff 
of  West  Wing  also  made  a trip  to  the  Big 
Apple  last  year,  when  they  won  the 
Edmund  J.  Sullivan  Award  Both  awards 
were  for  hard  hitting  reporting  on  efforts 
by  Mission  High  students  to  retain  a popu- 
lar principal,  and  for  the  paper’s  refusal  to 
knuckle  under  to  a heavy-handed  censor- 
ship campaign  by  school  administrators. 

Swan  said  the  $5,000  would  not  go  to 
her,  but  to  a nonprofit  organization  that 
will  set  up  the  “Gary  Herrera  1st 
Amendment  Scholarship  Fund"  to  assist 


West  Wing  alumni  pursue  higher  educa- 
tional goals.  The  Fund  is  named  for  the 
late  Gaiy  Herrera,  a courageous  Mission 
High  student  leader  and  member  of  the 
West  Wing  team  who  was  disabled,  and 
passed  away  in  August. 

Swan  is  no  longer  at  Mission  High,  but 
is  now  teaching  journalism  at  Lowell  High 
School.  Just  before  the  Mission’s  mini- 
reconstitution, when  most  of  the  faculty 
were  terminated  and  made  to  reapply  for 
their  jobs,  she  says  she  was  given  “very 
clear  messages  that  I would  not  be  one  of 
those  asked  to  return.”  School  administra- 
tors were  not  exactly  supportive  of  the  stu- 
dent paper,  either.  Even  after  winning  the 
Sullivan  Award,  Swan  was  unable  to  get 
Principal  Ted  Alfaro  — a frequent  subject 
of  West  Wing  investigative  reporting  — to 
sign  a check  to  get  the  West  Wing  evalu- 
ated by  a national  rating  service,  some- 
thing that  would  have  reflected  favorably 
on  the  records  of  her  students.  “He  told 
me:  T don’t  want  that  paper  evaluated’,” 
Swan  said.  The  evaluation  — a very  good 
one  — eventually  took  place  e. 

Despite  all  this,  Katharine  Swan 
expresses  an  undiminished  enthusiasm  for 
her  profession:  “I  just  love  teaching.  I like 
the  feistiness  of  the  kids.  I like  taking  kids 
that  don’t  have  a clue,  and  showing  them 
they  can  write  and  giving  them  that  tool. 
It’s  just  something  very,  very  powerful.” 

At  Mission  High,  the  West  Wing  strug- 
gles along  against  the  continued  chaos 
caused  by  reconstitution  with  first  year 
teacher  Mary  Kate  Wallace,  and  an  unex- 
plained mishap  wiped  out  all  West  Wing 
records  on  all  four  of  the  newspaper’s 
computers.  Due  to  these  circumstances, 
the  formerly  monthly  West  Wing  has  only 
been  published  once  this  school  year. 


Quality  Black  and  White  Photofinishing 
Quality  Used  Cameras  and  Repairs 
Quality  Darkroom  Supplies 

MISSION  CAMERA  SHOP 

1089  Valencia  St.  (near  22nd)  SF  94110  (415)04141396 


4^'Ba°bA> 

Sén 


a 


LAST  BUS  TO  KEUR  BAOBAB 


3388  19th  Street  @ Mission 
San  Francisco,  Ca.  94110 
(415)  643-3558 


Open  Wednesday 
Through  Sunday 

5 pm  to  10  pm 


St.  John’s  Educational^ 
Thresholds  Center 

3040  16th  Street 

Ethel  Newlin@  864-5205  ? ^ 

Provides  educational  and  social  services 
to  youth  at  risk  of  academic  failure  and 
their  families. 


Shanti  Project 


Activities  Coordinator  @ 487-4745 
1546  Market  Street 

Help  organize  and  host  a Family 
Holiday  Party  for  about  50  Shanti  clients 

Date:  December  6 

Also  volunteers  arc  needed  to  help  orga- 
nize and  host  a Decemberfest  Holiday 
Social  for  people  living  with  AIDS 


YWCA  of  SF 

Ana  Castillo  @ 648-2826 

3261  23rd  Street 

Help  with  an  annual  Christmas  Toy 
Give-Away  for  low-income  families 

Date:  TBA  (Before  Christmas) 


Salvation  Army 

In  groups,  visit  the  elderly  in  community 
centers,  hospitals,  and  convalescent 
homes  in  the  Mission  district  of  SF. 


Date:  Throughout  December 


Community  Music  Center 

544  Capp  Si 

Margúeme  Judson  @ 647-601 


Mission  Housing 
Development  Corp: 

Home  Link  Mentor  Program. 

Gigi  Szabo  @ 864-6432  x302 

1045  Capp  St.  SF 

Christmas  Celebration 

Help  decorate  the  community  room  and 
serve  meals. 


Date:  December  17 


Having  trouble  thinking  of  gifts  for 
the  Holidays?  You  know  you  want 
to  give  something  people  will 
remember  and  appreciate,  but  stores  don’t 
seem  to  have  what  you’re  looking  for. 
How  about  donating  your  time  to  the 
Mission’s  numerous  volunteer  opportuni- 
ties? 


Please  help  make  this  a memorable  and 
happy  holiday  season  for  all  by  contacting 
the  following  organizations: 


Artist  Television  Access 
(ATA) 

992  Valencia  Street 


Dan  Schott,  Cristina  Ibarra  @ 824-3890 


Looking  for  people  to  provide  produc- 
tion equipment,  useful  for  film,  video  and 
digital  technology. 


CREDIT  PROBLEMS? 


RE-ESTABLISH  CREDIT 
WITH  YOUR  VERY  OWN 
UNSECURED 


NQ! 

SAVINGS 

DEPOSIT 

REQUIRED 


VISA 


NO! 

SAVINGS 

DEPOSIT 

REQUIRED 


REGARDLESS  OF  PAST  CREDIT  HISTORY 

(415)  439-4869 

A Quick  Call  is  All  it  Takes  to  Pre-quaDfy! 


NACA  is  an  auttiorurd  Marlartrr  of  CorTmst  Bank  crtrfrt 
curls  CorTrvsl  Bar*.  Mrtdiell,  SD  Member  FDIC 
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Community  College  plans  big  move 

Mission  Campus  would  relocate  and  expand  programs 


by  Victor  Miller 

San  Francisco  City  College  is  on  the 
verge  of  a big  move  that  would  relo- 
cate its  Mission  Campus  at  22nd  and 
Bartlett  to  the  site  now  occupied  by  the 
New  Mission  Theater  and  the  Value  Giant 
Store,  on  the  2500  block  of  Mission  Street 
near  21st  Street.  The  size  of  the  current 
Mission  Campus  has  restricted  the  number 
and  variety  of  classes  that  can  be  offered 
there.  The  new  location  would  allow  an 
expansion  of  the  curriculum  and  the  addi- 
tion of  a 200  to  250  seat  auditorium  that 
would  be  available  for  meetings,  perfor- 
mances and  community  events. 

Acquisition  of  the  new  45,000  square- 
foot  site  is  still  being  negotiated  but  should 
be  wrapped  up  by  April  1998.  The  pur- 
chase price  is  $2  million  but 
demolition/construction  costs  will  be  con- 
siderably higher. 

According  to  Peter  Goldstein,  Chief 
Operating  Officer  for  Community  College 
District,  the  District  has  funds  on  hand  to 
purchase  the  new  campus  but  construction 
financing  will  have  to  be  sought  else- 
where, probably  from  a pool  of  state 
money  for  which  San  Francisco  will  have 
to  compete  with  other  localities.  A bond 
issue  is  also  a possibility.  Goldstein 
expects  a two  to  three  year  effort  to  secure 
funds  before  construction  can  begin.  “I  am 
very  excited  about  this  move.  It’s  an  excel- 
lent location.  We’ll  be  able  to  do  some 
great  things  there,”  he  said.  The  2500  to 
3000  students  now  using  the  campus,  plus 
however  many  more  are  attracted  to  the 
new  facility,  will  add  a lot  of  extra  foot 
traffic,  especially  at  night,  to  a section  of 
Mission  Street  that  is  still  struggling  to 
turn  around. 

However,  if  the  new  campus  goes  for- 
ward, the  favored  location  for  a new  movie 
house  in  the  Mission  will  be  lost.  Raquel 
Medina,  executive  director  of  the  Mission 
Economic  Development  Association  that 


is  trying  to  bring  a new  theater  in,  said  she 
was  not  especially  concerned:  “There  are 
still  several  other  places  a theater  can  go.” 
In  general,  most  businesses  that  are  aware 
of  the  planned  move  are  in  favor  of  it.  “I 
think  it’s  just  what  we  need.  It’ll  bring  a lot 
more  people  to  the  street  and  they’ll  be 
people  with  connection  to  the  larger  com- 
munity,” said  Jose  Najar,  owner  of  the 
Andora  Inn  a block  away  from  the  pro- 
posed new  campus 

Carlotta  Del  Portillo,  Dean  of  the 
Mission  Campus  sees  several  new  courses 
being  offered  at  the  new  site,  including 
PACE,  a program  designed  to  meet  the  col- 
lege educational  needs  of  single  women 
heading  households.  “In  the  Mission  many 
of  these  women  have  only  a high  school 
diploma  and  are  trapped  in  dead-end  jobs,” 
Portillo  said.  Also  new  on  the  curriculum 
would  be  Spanish  classes  and  college  cred- 
it classes. 

Presently,  the  Mission  Campus  empha- 
sizes literacy,  ESL,  citizenship,  office 
technology  and  other  classes  that  are 
workplace  oriented  rather  than  integrated 
into  a high  school,  community  college, 
four-year  college  sequence.  Portillo  said 
that  the  new  campus  will  be  able  to  pro- 
vide more  classes  in  the  general  education 
requirements  for  four-year  colleges,  and 
she  also  hoped  the  new  campus  would  be 
able  to  forge  stronger  links  to  Mission 
High  School.  She  also  believes  that  inclu- 
sion of  all  Mission  Campus  programs  at 
one  location  creates  “a  different,  more  stu- 
dent friendly  environment.”  Some  classes 
are  now  held  at  Horace  Mann  and  others  at 
Downtown  High  School. 

The  vacated  Bartlett  site  would  revert  to 
the  San  Francisco  Unified  School  District, 
which  leases  the  building  to  the 
Community  College.  The  disposition  of 
this  large,  centrally  located  property  will 
undoubtedly  be  the  focus  of  much  atten- 
tion once  the  Mission  Campus  moves  out. 


For  more  info,  call  Jose  Najar  at  282-0337 
or  Ethel  Newlin  at  864-5205 


Wed,  December  10 


6:00  - 8:00  p.m. 

450  Guerrero  Street  (between  i6th  & 17th) 


Mission  Holiday  Mixer 


benefiting  the 


and  the  Mission  Station 

TOY  COLLECTION 


Come  help  share  the  Holiday  Spirit 
and  ensure  that  the  Mission  Station 
never  runs  out  of  toys  again! 


All  Mission  folks  invited,  just  bring  one 
unwrapped  gift  or  check  per  person 

(Bring  more  if  you  like!) 

Food,  music,  entertainment  and  Raffle,  and  special 
visit  by  you  know  who!  Valet  Parking  Available 
Marcos  Gutierrez  will  be  the  MC. 


Columbia  Park  Boys  and  Girls  Club 


Par,,.C'Pa*in8  Organizations:  Mission  Merchants  Association.  24th  Street  Merchants  Association. 
I6th  Street  Neighborhood  Association.  Hispanic  Chamber  of  Commerce.  MECA  ME  I)  A 


Books  and  Toys  for  Grown-ups 

A clean,  well-lighted  place  for  women  and 
men  (and  parents)  to  shop  for  sex  toys,  books 
and  videos.  From  enlightening  advice,  to 
electrifying  erotica,  you’ll  find  it  at 

Good  Vibrations 

1 210  Valencia  (btwn  23rd  and  24th  St.) 
Open  7 days,  I lam-7pm  • 974-8980 


CSfeífe^TO 

£ RESTAURANT 


dirion^  tu  f0U;  d.  e on  (<j  rcfawZtit! 

open.  Konldy  títru  Sútvriáy 


3292  -22nd  Street 

• esquina  Valencia 

282-8867 


LUNCH 
11  3:30  pm 

DINNER 
5-11  pm 


XPCSED 

photographic  services 


Custom  Block  & White  Photoflnlshlng 


425  SOUTH  VAN  NESS 
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SAN  FRANCISCO  CA  94103 

FAX  (41  6)487-9997 


You  are  welcome  at  Mission  Dental  Building 
for  all  phases  of  dentistry. 


2440  Mission  St.  285-9900 
Open  Monday  - Saturday  9 - 5 
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Bryan  Arant,  D.D.S.  Ramona  L.  Lauron,  R.D.H. 
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New  Mission  News 


DECEMBERS  ROXIE! 

31 1 7 1 6th  St.  (at  Valencia)  I San  Francisco  ■ California  941 03 1 (41 5)  863-1 087 


SUNDAY  & MONDAY  DEC  7 & 8 


Time  Of  The  Gypsies 


Emir  Kusturica,  the  renowned  director  of 
When  Father  Was  Away  On  Business  and 
Underground,  has  created  a visually 
breathtaking  film  about  a young  gypsy 
boy  with  psychic  powers  who  learns  the 
meaning  of  life  the  hard  way.  The  film 
weaves  magical  realism,  humor  and 
pathos  into  a mesmerizing,  unforgettable 
film.  With  Davor  Dujmovic,  Bora 
Todorovic,  Ljubica  Adzovic.  Directed  by 
Emir  Kusturica.  Color.  35mm,  142  mins. 
1989.  YUGOSLAVIA.  SUN  at  1:30, 5:00, 
8:00;  MON  at  5:00, 8:00 


TUESDAY  & WEDNESDAY  DEC  9 & 10 


Carpati:  50  Miles, 
50  Years 


Carpati  focuses  on  Zev  Godinger,  a 
“proste”  (ordinary  Jew)  who  has  a special 
friendship  with  his  Gypsy  neighbors.  Zev 
lives  in  Beregovo,  only  50  miles  from  his 
birthplace  of  Vinogradov.  He  has  not 
returned  since  he  was  deported  to 
Auschwitz  in  1944.  Now,  Zev  makes  the 
journey  home  not  only  to  revisit  his 
childhood  memories  but  to  bring  a torah 
to  his  boyhood  synagogue.  Written  and 
directed  by  Yale  Stroro.  Color.  16mm.  80 
mins.  1996.  BAY  AREA  THEATRICAL 
PREMIERE.  TUE at  6:00, 8:00, 10:00;  WED 
at  2 KM),  4 KM),  6:00, 8KM),  10:00 


FRIDAY  DEC  12  - THURSDAY  DEC  18 


Life  Of  Oharu 


Set  in  the  18th  century,  Oharu,  a beautiful 
lady  in  waiting  is  banished  for  an  illicit 
affair  with  a low-ranking  samurai. 

Through  a series  of  crushing  misfortunes, 
Oharu's  life  spirals  down  and  down  until 
she  is  reduced  to  the  very  depths  of 
existence.  With  remarkable  insight  into  the 
social  conditions  of  women  in  Japanese 
society,  director  Kenji  Mizoguchi  has 
created  a story  of  such  emotional  depth 
and  grandeur  that  it  reaches  the  pinnacle  of 
cinematic  achievement.  "Mizoguchi  was 
one  of  the  great  artists  of  the  century  and 
Life  Of  Oharu  is  one  of  his  supreme 
masterpieces.”— Phillip  Lopate,  New  York 
Times.  Starring  Kinuyo  Tanaka,  Toshiro 
Mifune.  Directed  by  Kenji  Mizoguchi. 
B&W.  35mm.  137  mins.  1952.  JAPAN.  In 
Japanese  with  English  subtitles.  BRAND 
NEW  PRINT! 

NIGHTLY  at  7:00, 9:40;  SAT/SUN/WED  MATS  at 
1:30,4:15 


FRIDAY  DEC  19  - THURSDAY  DEC  25 


They’re  Back  For  The  Holidays! 

The  Return  of 

Wallace  & Gromit 

The  Best  of  Aardman  Animation 

Aardman  Animations  is  currently  recognized  as  the  world  leader  in  model  animation.  Their  award- 
winning work  is  often  imitated  but  never  quite  duplicated.  The  studio  has  been  nominated  for  an  Oscar 
four  times,  and  won  twice— all  in  the  past  five  years!  Join  us  again  this  holiday  season  as  the  Roxie 
presents  nine  selected  shorts  that  will  dazzle  and  delight  audiences  of  all  ages.  A Close  Shave  (1995),  the 
Academy  Award  winner  for  Best  Animated  Short  features  Wallace  and  Gromit  in  an  exciting  adventure 
directed  by  Nick  Parks;  Creature  Comforts  (1989),  also  from  Parks,  and  winner  of  the  1990  Oscar  for  Best 
Animated  Short,  Wat’s  Pig  ( 1996),  Rex  The  Runt  and  Dreams  (1992),  My  Baby  Just  Cares  For  Me  (1987), 
Ident  (1989),  Early  Bird  (1982),  Heat  & Electric  Commercials  (1992)  as  well  as  the  lastest  Wallace  and 
Gromit  adventure  The  Wrong  Trousers  (1996).  Produced  by  Aardman  Animations.  Color.  35mm.  Approx. 
95  mins.  1982-1996.  DAILY  at  2:00, 4:00, 6:00, 8:00, 10:00  (No  late  show  on  Wed  Dec  24). 


FRIDAY  DECEMBER  26  - THURSDAY  JANUARY  1 


Warner  Bros*  in  the  Forties! 

Join  Humphrey  Bogart,  Lauren  Bacall,  Bette  Davis,  James  Cagney,  George  Raft,  Ann  Sheridan,  Ida  Lupino, 
Ronald  Reagan,  Ingrid  Bergman,  Joan  Crawford  and  dozens  of  other  great  stars  for  a glorious  one-week 
holiday  retrospective  celebrating  the  thrilling  style  of  the  Warner  Bros,  studio  during  its  undeniable  heyday! 


FRIDAY  DECEMBER  26 


The  Maltese  Falcon 

Warner's  third  version  of 
Dashiell  Hammett's  pulp  classic 
set  a new  standard  for  the  detec- 
tive genre  with  its  thrilling  por- 
trayal of  amorality  and  avarice. 

Bogart's  turn  as  Sam  Spade 
defined  a new  acting  style  and 
firmly  established  him  as 
Hollywood’s  most  interesting 
star.  Along  with  Bogart,  the 
great  cast  includes  Mary  Astor, 

Sidney  Grcenstreet,  Peter  Lorre 
and  Elisha  Cook,  Jr.  Written 
and  directed  by  John  Huston. 

B&W.  35mm.  101  mins.  1941. 

FRI  at  1:15, 5:30. 9:40 

The  Bis  Sleep 

Raymond  Chandler's  detective  classic  was  tailor  made  for  the  second  teaming  of  Bogart  and 
Bacall;  a melancholy  ode  to  Philip  Marlowe,  the  last  noble  man.  And  even  though  repeated 
viewings  don’t  necessarily  render  the  story  of  blackmail  and  murder  any  more  dear,  it  is  always 
a rewarding  ride.  Presented  in  the  recently  revived  pre-release  version.  Starring  Humphrey 
Bogart,  Lauren  Bacall,  Martha  Vickers.  John  Ridgely,  Dorothy  Malone,  Elisha  Cook,  Jr.  Screen- 
play by  William  Faulkner,  Jules  Furthman  and  Leigh  Brackett.  Directed  by  Howard  Hawks.  B&W. 
35mm.  115  mins.  1945.  FRI  at  3:10, 7:30 


SATURDAY  DEC  27 


High  Sierra 

W.  R.  Burnett’s  soaring  novel  of  a noto- 
rious gangster’s  downfall.  "Mad  Dog" 
Roy  Earle,  once  feared  as  a ruthless 
bank  robber,  is  released  from  prison 
and  offered  the  chance  for  one,  big  final 
score.  But  the  big  lug  makes  the  fatal 
mistake  of  falling  in  love.  Starring 
Humphrey  Bogart.  Ida  Lupino,  Arthur 
Kennedy,  Joan  Leslie.  Directed  by  Raoul 
Walsh.  B&W.  35mm.  100  mins.  1941. 
SAT  at  1:30, 5:30,9:35 


White  Heat 


James  Cagney  returned  to  form  as  the  psychotic  gangster  Cody  Jarrctt  in  one  of  the  most  brutal 
yet  compassionate  gangster  films  of  all  time.  Cagney  reached  new  heights  of  frightening  realism 
in  his  portrayal  of  an  uncompromising,  mother-obsessed  criminal  caught  in  the  clutches  of  a po- 
lice informant.  Also  starring  Virginia  Mayo.  Edmond  O'Brien,  Steve  Cochran.  Directed  by  Raoul 
Walsh.  B&W.  35mm.  1 13  mins.  1949.  SAT  at  3:20, 7:45 


SUNDAY  DEC  28 


The  Letter 

From  Somerset  Maugham's  classic  novel 
comes  this  emotionally  sparked  drama 
of  a desperate  and  ruthless  woman  who 
pleads  self-defense  when  she's  accused 
of  murdering  her  lover.  Set  in  a lush,  stu- 
dio-bound Malaya,  this  beautifully  real- 
ized film  gave  its  great  star  one  of  her 
most  memorable  roles.  Starring  Bette 
Davis.  Herbert  Marshall.  James 
Stephenson.  Directed  by  William  Wyler. 
B&W.  35mm.  95  mins.  1940.  SUN  at 
4:00,7:45) 

In  This  Our  Life 

When  a pair  of  neurotic  sisters  fall  in 
love  with  the  same  man.  and  one  of  those 
sisters  is  Bette  Davis,  then* you  know 
you’re  in  for  a mighty  wild  ride!  Davis 
was  at  her  histrionic  best  here,  providing 
the  film  with  enough  fireworks  to  satisfy 
her  most  ardent  fans.  The  rest  of  the  cast 
includes  Olivia  de  Havilland,  George 
Brent.  Dennis  Morgan.  Directed  by  John 
Huston.  B&W.  35mm.  97  mins.  1942. 
SUN  at  2:00,  5:30,9:30 


MONDAY  DECEMBER  29 


They  Drive  By  Night 

A rugged  tale  about  a pair  of  roughneck,  truck  drivin’  brothers  who  square  off  against  racketeers 
and  two-timin'  dames.  Murder  moves  in  when  one  of  the  brothers  gets  involved  with  the  boss' 

wife.  Riproarin'  action!  Starring  George 
Raft.  Ann  Sheridan.  Humphrey  Bogart.  Ida 
Lupino.  Directed  by  Raoul  Walsh,  B&W. 
35mm.  93  mins.  1940.  MON  at  3:45, 7:30 

Juke  Girl 

Itinerant  farmers  rebel  against  fat-cat 
businessmen  in  this  overlooked  gem  of 
populist  entertainment!  A mighty  mix  of 
romance,  action  and  music.  Starring 
Ronald  Reagan.  Ann  Sheridan,  Richard 
Whorf,  George  Tobias,  Alan  Hale.  Directed 
by  Curtis  Bernhardt.  B&W.  35mm.  97 
mins.  1942.  MON  at  2:00, 5:35.9:15 


TUESDAY  DECEMBER  30 


Mildred 

James  M.  Cain's  famous  novel  of  a mother  who  is 
dignity,  for  her  ungrateful  daughter's  happiness 
earned  Joan  Crawford  a well-deserved  Oscar.  One 
of  the  era's  key  examples  of  "big  studio  noir,”  a 
hardboiled  classic  for  the  ages.  Also  starring  Ann 
Blyth,  Zachary  Scott.  Jack  Carson,  Eve  Arden, 

Bruce  Bennett.  Directed  by  Michael  Curtiz.  B&W. 

35mm.  109  mins.  1945.  TUE  at  3:15, 7:30 

The  Unfaithful 

A woman  becomes  enmeshed  in  murder  when  her 
husband  is  away  on  business.  But  things  aren't  ex- 
actly what  they  seem  in  this  glossy  and  well-ob- 
served mystery  drama  written  by  noir  specialist 
David  Goodis.  Absorbing  all  the  way.  Starring  Ann  Sheridan.  Lew  Ayres,  Zachary  Scott.  Eve 
Arden.  Directed  by  Vincent  Sherman.  B&W.  35mm.  109  mins.  1947.  TUE  at  1:10, 5:20, 9:30 


Pierce 

willing  to  sacrifice  everything,  including  her 


WEDNESDAY  DEC  31 


The  Man  I Love 

Perfect  New  Year’s  Eve  entertainment!  A love- 
lorn nightclub  singer  is  pursued  by  a slick  gang- 
ster while  she  pines  for  the  love  of  a washed-up 
piano  man.  Great  Gershwin  music  provides  the 
backdrop.  This  film  inspired  Martin  Scorsese  to 
make  New  York.  New  York.  Starring  Ida  Lupino. 
Robert  Alda.  Bruce  Bennett.  Directed  by  Raoul 
Walsh.  B&W.  35mm.  96  mins.  1946.  WED  at 
4:20, 8:00 

Blues  In  The  Night 

A struggling  musician  and  his  band  face  hard- 
ship and  heartache  as  they  climb  their  way  to  the 
top.  An  exciting  blend  of  music,  romance  and 
drama  in  a seldom  seen  film.  Don’t  miss  it!  Starring  Priscilla  Une,  Richard  Whorf,  Jack  Carson, 
Betty  Field.  Lloyd  Nolan,  Elia  Kazan.  Directed  by  Anatole  Litvak.  B&W.  35mm.  88  mins.  1941. 
WED  at  2:40, 6:15, 9:45 


THURSDAY  JANUARY  1 


Casablanca 

Probably  no  other  film  emblemizes  the  Warner  Bros,  appeal  as  much  as  this  thrilling  wartime  ro- 
mance The  American  owner  of  a nightclub  in  Casablanca  must  choose  between  the  woman  he 
loves  and  the  future  security  of  the  free  world.  Starring 
Humphrey  Bogart.  Ingrid  Bergman.  Paul  Henreid, 

Claude  Rains.  Peter  Lorre.  Dooley  Wilson.  Directed  by 
Michael  Curtiz.  B&W.  35mm.  102  mins.  1942.  THUR 
at  4:00, 8:00 

To  Have  And  Have  Not 

This  great  romantic  adventure  marked  the  debut  of 
Lauren  Bacall,  appearing  opposite  the  man  who  would 
soon  be  her  husband,  Humphrey  Bogart,  Their  pairing 
is  beyond  inspirational  in  Hemingway’s  robust  talc  of 
a tough  skipper  for  hire  who  reluctantly  becomes  in- 
volved with  the  French  Resistance.  Also  starring 
Walter  Brennan.  Hoagy  Carmichael,  Dan  Seymour.  Directed  by  Howard  Hawks.  B&W.  35mm. 
100  mins.  1944.  THUR  at  2:00, 6:00, 9:50 
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Jakwitch 

Tarot  for  the  Rest  of  Us 


Re-charging 
Your  Soular  Battery: 
Reaching  for  Light 
in  a Season  of  Night 

The  Card:  The  Sun 

Feliz  Navidad! 

Happy  Channukah! 

Merry  Xmas!  Happy 
Kwanzaa! 

Good  Yule  . . . 

Good  Solstice,  too. 


Gente,  why  shop  till  you  drop? 
Stretching  that  green  and  plastic 
energy?  Jakwitch  fr  gift  to  you  is  a 
sure-fire  method  to  double  your  pleasure 
by  going  for  the  GOLD.  So  God/dess  rest 
you.  Merry  Gente  ...  Sit  down,  take  off 
those  pinche,  pointy  Elf  boots.  Your 
SOULAR  SELVES  are  about  to  get 
revved! 

Look  at  the  card. 

A smiling,  beautiful,  pre- 
sexual/unsexed  child  rides  a white  horse. 
This  tiny  genderless  child,  naked  and 
unsupervised,  riding  a horse  with  no  sad- 
dle or  bridle,  is  a child  not  to  be  found 
anywhere.  Or  everywhere,  that  is,  if  you 
happen  to  recognize  The  Divine  [Child] 
within 

What  child  is  this?  The  Magickal 
Childe,  or  my  favorite,  Child  of  Promise. 
The  Child  rides  free  — doesn’t  hold  the 
pale  horse’s  mane  or  clutch  its  flanks.  One 
hand’s  extended,  empty  [in  greeting? 
recognition?  showing  us  the  trust  required 
to  ride  free?];  the  other  unfurls  a great 
scarlet  banner  — celebrating  life’s  triumph 
over  death  [sun  over  night].  Remember 
DEATH’S  pale  horse  in  October’s 
FLASHcard?  On  the  Divine  Child’s  head, 
an  erect  red  plume  crowns  garlanded 
fruits.  Right  out  of  Egypt,  this  feather  sym- 
bolizes the  regenerative  power  of  the  puri- 
fied soul,  the  soul  weighed  in  a balance  by 
afterlife  deities,  with  the  feather  as  coun- 
terweight. Behind  a stone  wall,  a row  of 
sunflowers:  instead  of  ‘facing’  the  giant 
SUN  gazing  from  above,  these  sunflowers 
follow  the  true  ‘SUN  BEHIND  THE 
SUN*,  the  light  of  the  Sacred  Presence  of 
the  Divine  [Child].  Against  blue  sky,  a 
benevolent  sun  broadcasts  two  kinds  of 
rays:  ambient,  radiant  physical  energy,  and 
active,  directed  will. 

SUN,  among  all  the  TAROT,  is 
a truth  unto  itself. 

A light  unto  itself. 

As  it  has  been  for  all  our  ancestors, 
regardless  of  our  roots.  How  could  our 
forebears  imagine  any  other  stand-in  for 
The  Divine?  Let’s  track  SUN  way  back, 
into  the  history/herstory  of  so  many  heros. 


Advertise  in 
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goddesses,  and  gods  down  the  spiralling 
ages  of  human  being.  So  I re-mind  you: 
SUN  — at  Solstice  — has  always  been 
personified  as  Divine  Female  as  well  as  - 
Male.  The  Hindu  Great  Mother  Aditi 
birthed  the  12  Zodiacal  Signs,  a fact  schol- 
ars for  centuries  have  noted  in  the  symbol- 
ogy of  Israel’s  12  Tribes,  and  Christ’s 
‘rebirthing’  of  12  Disciples.  Ancient  Arabs 
revered  the  Sun  as  Goddess  Atthar  — 
Torch  of  the  Gods  [attar  pure  essence  or 
perfume}. 

Egyptians  venerated  the  Sphinx’s  name- 
sake, Sekhmet,  whose  name  is  derived 
from  ‘gaze  of  power’,  ‘sun’  and  ‘breath’. 
Celts  regarded  Sulis/Solis  — from  the 
word  for  both  ‘eye’  and  ‘sun’  — as  the 
goddess  of  creation.  Salisbury/Avebury 
Hill  in  England  was  her  great  belly,  from 
whence  sun/creation  arose  — and  was 
marked  by  solsticial  markers  at  all  the 
stone  circles  across  the  British  Isles. 

FY1,  you  can  also  think  of  SUN  as  visu- 


al homeopathy.  Take  it  out  of  the  pack,  try 
its  ‘visual  homeopathy’  properties  and 
‘see’. 

The  Wildly  Benign  Card 

SUN’s  the  unconditionally  benign 
card  of  the  Tarot. 

When  SUN  arises  in  your  reading,  for 
STARters,  imagine  that  you’re  a non-pol- 
luting generatrix  — like  those  new  break- 
through boron-fusion  generators  that  don’t 
use  nuke  fuel.  Look  at  the  card  and  con- 
sider What  is  my  greatest  strength?  Then, 
while  looking  at  SUN  card’s  rays,  which 
touch  all  life,  even  apparently  hidden 
things;  regard  the  sunflowers,  which  stay 
planted  in  Earth  yet  turn  their  massive 
heads  like  radar  dishes  to  follow  the  ener- 
gy of  the  SUN  or  the  THE  DIVINE 
[CHILD].  Ask:  What’s  the  power  source 
behind  my  greatest  strength?  How  do  I 
connect  with  others  and  share/broadcast 
my  power?  What  flourishes  — and  what 
occasionally  burns  because  of  my  power? 
SUN,  in  answer  to  a specific  question, 
would  of  course  be  positive,  in  relation  to 
‘other  people’  cards,  SUN  may  point  out 
the  ‘rising  star’  or  the  next  focus.  SUN’s 
often  an  indicator  of  reserve  energy  ready 
to  heal  an  old  issue  through  novel  means 

Solstice  Giftie  to  You 

Here’s  Jakwitch’s  Solstice  Giftie  to  you. 
It  will  involve  getting  up  from  your  chair. 
No  assembly  required.  Pick  up  the  SUN 
card,  or  your  favorite  picture/sculpture  or 
tchotchke  of  the  Bright  Sun  [not  a sunset 
image]. 

Ready?  Want  more  SUN?  Become  one! 
Ponder  all  the  people,  plans,  projects,  big 
ideas,  little  ideas  you’ve  had  on  the  back- 
burner.  Then  BEGIN  IMMEDIATELY 
[DO  NOT  WAIT  FOR  THE  SHOWER] 
START  SINGING  LOUDLY,  LUSTILY, 


LOVINGLY  AT  THE  TOP  OF  YOUR 
LUNGS.  Sing!  Rock,  arias,  show  tunes, 
carols,  corridas, camp  songs.  [Omit  blues, 
blood/guilt  hymns  ] While  singing  loudly 
as  possible,  imagine  your  voice,  turning  to 
liquid  gold,  to  light  . growing,  growing, 
glowing  to  fill  the  air  with  song,  with 
orange,  red,  and  golden  notes,  which 
become  RAYS  that  reach  EVERY- 
WHERE! 

Imagine  your  golden  voice  filling  a 
solar  system  with  light.  Doesn’t  matter  if 
you’re  ‘in  tune’  — you’re  SUN:  you  create 
light,  your  own  music.  While  you’re  at  it, 
dance  around  — hall,  living  room,  kitchen, 
yard.  Sing,  dance  like  you  never 
sang/danced  before,  like  you’ll  never  get 
enough!  See  yourself  shining  HOT 
STUFF/GOOD  STUFF  energy  rays  with 
every  note,  every  step.  Haven’t  you 
guessed  yet?  Imagine  — or  by  now,  real- 
ize, that  your  very  ow  n heart  is  the  living 
golden  center  of  heat,  life,  light!  So  sing, 
dance,  wish  this  light  out  into  every 
thought,  comer,  moment  of  your  self,  your 
place.  Affirm  and  believe  that  you  have 
and  shall  continue  to  choose  and  act  for 
Light  and  Life  in  the  world. 

Next  time  you  light  a Channukah,  Yule 
or  other  Holy  Day  candle  — red,  white, 
orange,  gold,  yellow,  green  — see  the 
flame  and  think  of  your  own  hearts  UN, 
and  how  at  the  purest,  highest  level  of 
energy,  it  really  it  is  ONE  with  the  SUN, 
and  the  undying.  Divine  LIGHT  of  All 
Creation. 

On  the  shortest  day  of  the  year,  on  a 
long  winter’s  night,  enjoy  the  gift  of  the 
Divine  within.  The  One  bom  anew  — in 
you  — every  Winter  Solstice 

Jakwitch  is  available  for  consul- 
tation at  415.824.4509. 


& NO 
a?  GRILL 


A Swank  Neighborhood  Bar  in  the  Heart  of 
San  Francisco's  Hip  Underground 

The  Staff  of  Bloodies  wishes  m*  $ 

everyone  in  the  neighborhood 


Happy  Holidays! 


540  Valencia  Street  (Between  1 6th  & 1 7th) 

Open  2 to  2 • Seven  Days  a Week 864-24  1 9 
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Design  by  Navarrete-AJazán 


THURSDAY 

Bike  Lanes  on  Valencia  - Your  chance 
to  yay  or  nay  the  proposed  proposal  to 
remove  car  traffic  lanes  on  Valencia 
Street  in  favor  of  pedestrian  safety  is- 
lands and  striped  bike  lanes.  The  Neigh- 
borhood and  Housing  Services  Com- 
mittee seeks  input  from  residents  and 
merchants.  10  00am,  War  Memorial 
Building,  401  Van  Ness  at  McAllister 
room  410,  free,  431 -BIKE. 


FRIDAY 

Consume  - One-of-a-kind  work  includ- 
ing ceramics,  prints,  paintings,  draw- 
ings, textiles,  sculpture,  hand-made 
cards,  photographs  and  assemblages 
are  available  to  take  home  at  the  Holi- 
day Open  House  and  Art  Sale  at  Cre- 
ativity Explored.  The  affordably  priced 
artwork  was  created  by  over  70  artists 
from  Creativity  Explored,  a local  visual 
arts  center  for  disabled  adults.  6pm  - 
9pm,  Creativity  Explored,  3245  16th  at 
Guerrero,  free,  863-2108 

High  Tides  - Tonight's  featured  per- 
former at  the  High  Tides  New  Music 
Festival  is  John  Eichenseer,  a local 
composer  and  performer  whose  music 
has  been  noted  to  “breathe,  strain,  gal- 
lop, repose  and  mutate."  Wow.  8pm, 
Intersection  for  the  Arts,  446  Valencia 
at  16th,  $10,  626-3311. 

Nine  is  Enough  - Nine  Bay  Area  cho- 
reographers with  exceptionally  wonder- 
ful last  names  make  up  Local  8 , a 
showcase  of  dance  choreography  by 
exceptionally  named  Bay  Area  chore- 
ographers. Features  work  by  Susan 
Shaberman,  Olive  Bieringa,  Joan 
Bruemmer,  Tanya  Calamoneri,  Erin 
Stuart,  Carol  Kueffer,  Jessica  Adams, 
and  Christy  Funsch.  8pm,  Dancers’ 
Group  Studio  Theater,  3221  22nd  at 
Mission,  $8,  824-5044. 


SATURDAY 

Community  Design  Plan  - Urban  Ecol- 
ogy and  Mission  Housing  have  been 
busy.  busy,  busy  working  on  designs  to 
create  a more  pleasant  environment  in 
which  to  buy  heroin  at  the  16th  Street 
Bart  stations.  Three  alternative  design 
concepts,  culled  from  prior  community 
input  to  make  the  area  more  vibrant 
and  safe,  will  be  presented  at  today’s 
workshop,  the  third  in  a series  devoted 
to  improving  the  16th  Street  Bart  pla- 
zas. 10  am-lpm,  474  Valencia  Street, 
2nd  floor  auditorium,  free,  864-6432 
x315. 

Home  for  the  Holidays  - Bring  your 
own  matches  to  this  massive  mass 
march  and  rally  to  free  political  pris- 
oner Mumia  Abu- Jamal,  stop  police  bru- 
tality and  abolish  the  death  penalty.  Lu- 
minaries to  speak  at  the  rally  include 
Angela  Davis,  Pam  Africa,  Ossie  Davis, 


Afem  Shakur,  Noelle  Hanrahan,  Ron 
Kovic,  Robbie  Meeropol  and  Rev.  Amos 
Brown  1 1 :30am  assemble  at  the  Pan- 
handle, 1 :30pm  rally  at  UN  Plaza,  Mar- 
ket & 7th,  free,  821-0459. 

The  Fab  Five  - Book  signing  poetry 
reading  and  reception  for  five  of  the 
Mission’s  finest  poets:  Maketa  Groves, 
Elba  Rosario  Sanchez,  Rebecca 
Sanchez  Glazer,  Margaret  Pepper  and 
Alfonso  Texidor.  Artbeat  Gallery  3266 
21st  Street,  4-6  pm,  free.  Call  643-8721 . 
Big  Books  Little  Books  - Fiction,  non- 
fiction, travel,  non-travel,  cookbooks, 
non-cookbooks:  they’re  all  for  sale  at 
huge  discounts  during  this  Holiday  Book 
Sale-o-Rama  to  benefit  the  Children’s 
Book  Project.  The  Book  Project  people 
provide  free  books  to  schools,  daycare’s 
and  homeless  shelters.  10:00am- 
2:00pm,  424  College  (east  off  Mission 
near  Bosworth),  free,  647-2042. 


SUNDAY 

New  Muzak  -If  common  sense  pre- 
vailed, this  would  be  a 50  minute  musi- 
cal recital  As  it  is,  the  Common  Sense 
Composers'  Collective  has  decreed  to- 
day to  be  a 10-hour  musical  jamboree. 
Opus415  No.  3,  the  3rd  Annual  Bay 
Area  New  Music  Marathon,  features 
over  25  composers  playing  on  instru- 
ments ranging  from  solo  koto  to  mul- 
tiple computers.  Come  and  go  as  you 
please  1pm,  ODC  Performance  Gal- 
lery, 3153  17th  Street,  all  day  pass  $15, 
$10  students,  285-8680 


.. 


evening  featuring  treats,  sketches,  read- 
ings and  multi-media  mockery  from  co- 
editors Esteban  Zul  and  Lalo  Lopez  of 
Pocho  Magazine.  Plus  L A.  Cucaracha 
editorial  cartoonist  Lalo  Alcaraz  will 
gladly  sign  copies  of  his  1998 
Cucaracha  Calendar.  7:30pm,  Modern 
Times  Bookstore,  888  Valencia  at  20th, 
free,  282-9246. 

It  Takes  a Village  - In  the  newest  ef- 
fort to  dissuade  local  young  folks  from 
joining  local  gangs,  the  Colombia  Park 
Boys  & Girls  park  is  starting  an  18- 
month  program/study  involving  kids, 
Mission  district  merchants,  residents 
and  service  providers.  Today’s  work- 
shop focuses  on  the  structure  of  the 
program  and  potential  community  in- 
volvement. 9 am-4:30  pm,  Columbia 
Park  Boys  & Girls  Club,  450  Guerrero 
at  16th,  free,  861-8202. 

Bike  Lanes  - The  possibility  of  bicycle 
lanes  on  Cesar  Chavez  will  be  consid- 
ered at  this  DPT  sponsored  community 
hearing  for  neighbors  and  cycling  neigh- 
bors. 7:30pm,  Leonard  Flynn  School, 
3125  Cesar  Chavez  at  Harrison,  free, 
431 -BIKE. 

Tiny  Ideas  - Five  local  artists  who  spe- 
cialize in  very  tiny  art,  share  their  small 
thoughts  at  keepsakes  an  interdiscipli- 
nary panel  discussion  on  the  subtleties 
and  nature  of  the  miniature.  The  minia- 
ture panel  features  Helen  Cohen,  Loren 
Chasse,  Ken  Goldberg,  Erika  Hannes, 
and  Dean  MacCannell.  7:30  pm,  South- 
ern Exposure  at  Project  Artaud,  401  Ala- 
bama Street,  $3-6,  863-2141. 


The  More  The  Mary-ier  - Eat,  drink 
and  be  Mary  at  this  artist's  reception 
and  special  exhibition  honoring  La 
Virgen  de  Guadalupe  / Tonanzin.  Mary's 
big  day  showcases  work  by  Isis 
Rodriguez,  Ken  Huerta,  Ester 
Hernandez,  Lawrence  Colocion,  and 
Robert  Rodriguez.  6-8pm,  Galería  de 
la  Raza  / Studio  24,  2857  24th,  free, 
826-8009. 


13 


SATURDAY 

Double  Your  Pleasure  - In  her  plea- 
sure punched  solo  performance  Double 
Fisted,  Miriam  Kronberg  doesn’t  stop 
at  ‘Very  funny,”  in  fact  she  goes  way 
beyond  even  very,  very  funny  into  what 
has  been  described,  "agitprop  both  edu- 
cational and  hilarious."  Hmmm.  8pm, 
Luna  Sea,  2940  16th  Street.  #21 6C, 
$9-13  sliding,  863-2989 

Guatemalan  Nights  - Mario  Monzón  y 
su  marimba  chapina  en  un  concierto 
de  música  popular  tradicional  de  Gua- 
temala y América  Latina,  poesía  de 
Miguel  Angel  Asturias,  muestra  de 
paisajes  en  transparencias  y canciones 
tradicionales  con  músicos  y cantantes 
invitados.  10pm,  Peña  del  Sur,  2870  A 
22nd  Street,  $5,  550-1101. 
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Puppets  - Thirteen  year  old  Sean 
Grady  pulls  all  the  strings  and  probably  THURSDAY 
yanks  a few  chains  at  Stardust  Pup-  # 

pets’  adaptation  of  The  Nutcracker 
Prince,  a cabaret  style,  all-puppet  pro- 
duction After  the  show,  our  young 
Marionetteer  hero  will  host  free  puppet 
making  workshops.  Matinees  at  11:30 
am  and  1 30pm,  The  Marsh’s  Growing 
Stage,  1062  Valencia  at  22nd  $4-6 
826-5750  ext  2. 


8 

MONDAY 

Work  Party  - It's  the  cheapo,  preview 
night  of  Holiday  Cabaret  Show  1997  a 
holiday  cheer  cabaret  and  showcase 
of  works-in-progress  by  the  Marsh’s 
staff  and  performers.  Perfect  for  those 
who  are  too  cheap  to  see  their  friends 
perform  at  full  price.  8:30pm,  The 
Marsh,  1062  Valencia  at  22nd,  $6-12 
sliding,  826-5750. 


Superwoman  - It's  a book.  It’s  a poem 
It’s  a book  and  poetry  party  celebrating 
revolutionary  feminist  and  internation- 
ally acclaimed  writer  Nellie  Wong  as  she 
reads  from  her  newest  book  of  poetry 
Stolen  Moments.  7:30pm,  New  Valencia 
Hall,  1908  Mission,  free,  864-1278 

la 

FRIDAY  f;’ 

Mission  Art  Crawl  III  - Get  into  a fes- 
tive mood  and  get  them  happy  feet 
walkin’  the  Crawl  to  the  Mission’s  best 


TUESDAY 

Sole  Dancing  - Elbow  your  way  through 
the  sea  of  goatees  to  hear  Viviendo  de 
Pao,  and  their  soulful  samba  sound. 
10pm,  Elbo  Room,  647  Valencia  at 
18th,  $4,  552-7788. 


galleries,  shops  and  dives.  Special 
events,  gala  receptions  and  sparkling 
company  all  along  the  route  as  the 
neighborhood’s  traditional  and  upstart 
establishments  strut  their  stuff.  Starts 
at  6 pm  at  Galleria  de  La  Raza  24,h  and 
Bryant,  goes  to  Gallery  Luscombe,  Mis- 
sion Badlands,  Mission  Cultural  Cen- 
ter, Artbeat,  Encantada  and  all  over  the  • * A 
‘hood..  Ends  up  at  10  pm  at  the  new  MONDAY 
and  improved  Doc’s  Clock  2575  Mis 
sion  ©22nd.  Free.  Call  979-4171 


SUNDAY 

Post-Opera  - Coerce  the  short,  sweet 
kiddos  in  your  life  into  attending  this 
short  and  sweet  Christmas  opera, 
Menotti’s  Amahl  and  the  Night  Visitors, 
at  the  Community  Music  Center's  An- 
nual Holiday  Party  for  Children.  After 
suffering  through  the  opera,  the  young- 
uns  will  be  rewarded  by  a visit  from 
Santy  Claws,  treated  to  holiday  treats 
and  caroled  by  the  carolers.  1 1 :30am, 
Community  Music  Center,  544  Capp  at 
21st,  free,  647-6015. 

Craftiness  - All  women,  all  crafts,  all 
for  sale.  Yes,  it’s  the  19th  Annual  Crafts 
Fair  Celebration  of  Craftswomen  with 
140  craftswomen  and  their  wares.  "Buy 
Stuff’  seems  to  be  the  theme  of  this 
year’s  fair  (a  benefit  for  the  SF 
Women’s  Building),  and  that  shouldn’t 
be  hard  since  they’re  offering  functional 
and  non-functional  ceramics  and  glass; 
sculpted  wood  and  metals;  woven 
clothes,  precious  and  non-precious  jew- 
elry and  children’s  toys.  10am-6pm,  Fort 
Mason  Center,  Herbst  Pavilion, 
Buchanan  and  Marina.  $6,  252-8981 
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Marsh  on  Monday  -Tonight  features 
performances  by  members  of  Charlie 


lO 


MARIACHI’5  \ The  N^west  Mission  District  Landmark! 


WtDN^SDAY 

Noche  de  Pochos  Y Roaches  - Zine 
readers  familiar  with  "40  Ounces  of  Pure 
Malt  Literature"  will  be  pleased  to  hear 
about  tonight’s  extremely  well-rounded 


Taco  Bar 

.whe,eeve^  means  of  testa 


Traditional  and  Innovative 
Mexican  Food" 

Mexican  Beer  and  Wine 


508  Valencia  St.  @ 1 6th 
San  Francisco  621-4358 


New  Mission  News 


DECEMBER  1997  17 


Varon’s  performance  workshop. 
8:30pm,  The  Marsh,  1062  Valencia  at 
22nd,  $6,  826-5750. 
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TUESDAY 

The  Church  Band  - If  you’ve  got  a han- 
kering for  some  Handel  and  a pocket 
full  of  cash,  shimmy  your  wealthy  self 
past  the  poor  and  wretched  on  over  to 
the  Mission  Dolores  basilica  for  a pe- 
riod instrument  orchestra  version  of 
Handel’s  Messiah  by  Jeffrey  Thomas 
and  American  Bach  Soloists.  7:30pm, 
Mission  Dolores  Church,  corner  of  16th 
& Dolores,  $18-$32,  392-4400. 

Book  Ends  - Two  poets  for  the  price  of 
none.  That's  right,  this  absolutely  gratis 
double  billing  poetry  reading  features  a 
bilingual  reading  by  Jorge  Argueta  and 
a monolingual  reading  by  Neeli 
Cherkovski.  7:30pm,  Modern  Times, 
888  Valencia  at  20th,  free,  282-9246. 
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WEDNESDAY 

Kidcraft  - What’s  Christmas  without  kid 
crafts?  Luckily  you  won’t  have  to  find 
out  if  junior  is  marched  over  to  the  li- 
brary for  it's  holiday  party  and  winter 
craftmaking  wonderland.  5:00pm,  Mis- 
sion Branch  Library,  2601  Mission  at 
22nd,  5th  floor,  free,  695-5090. 
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THURSDAY 

Group  Show  - Gallery  Luscombe  pre- 
sents “Saison  de  La  Joie,”  a group  art- 
ists’ exhibition  of  local  and  national  art- 
ists. Works  exhibited  include  jewelry, 
ceramics,  paintings,  prints,  mirrors, 
dolls,  silks,  mixed  media  boxes,  mosa- 
ics, photographs,  masks  and  sculpture. 
Open  noon-5pm,  Gallery  Luscombe, 
3040  24th  at  Treat,  free,  285-8545. 
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FRIDAY 

Many  Cults  - The  Bay  Area 
Multicultural  Film  Festival  and  ATA 
present  Mixed  Matches,  a program  of 
films  exploring  displacement,  new  iden- 
tities and  hybridity.  8pm,  Artists  Televi- 
sion Access,  992  Valencia  at  21st,  $5, 
824-3890. 

Women’s  Mass  - Bicycles  and  their  fa- 
vorite women  are  invited  to  this  action 
packed,  shrill  screaming,  town  painting, 
street  claiming  tour  of  our  car  crazy  city. 
For  bicycles  and  the  ladies  who  love 
them.  7pm,  meet  at  Women’s  Building, 
18th  & Lapidge,  free. 
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SATURDAY 

X-mas  Show  - Searching  for  joyous, 
festive,  Christmas  entertainment  close 
to  home?  Search  no  further  than  the 
Goat  Hall  Production  of  Menotti's  Amahl 
and  the  Night  Visitors,  a one-hour 
American  opera  about  "a  poor  boy  with 
a lame  leg,  a wild  imagination,  and  a 
big  heart  — and  three  kings  who  make 
an  unscheduled  stop  on  the  road  to 
glory!"  Bring  the  family,  bring  poor  boys 
with  lame  legs,  bring  your  hearts!  8pm, 
Goat  Hall,  400  Missouri  at  19th,  $10 
adults,  $2  kids,  650-355-2597. 
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SUNDAY 

I Hate  Everything  - For  those  sensi- 
tive souls  who  would  cheerfully  breast 
stroke  through  a pool  of  small  intes- 
tines rather  than  watch  any  sort  of  good 
cheer  holiday  fare,  there  is  a small  ray 
of  hope  and  camaraderie  to  be  found 
in  VZe  Hate  Christmas  Shows.  Three 


wise  men  (Bill  Bernat,  Harmon  Leon 
and  Mark  Morey)  in  three  wise-ass  solo 
performances  involving  Satan,  a very 
special  terminally  ill  child  named  Timmy, 
and  a man  who  communes  with  mice. 
Of  course,  attending  any  sort  of  I hate 
Christmas  show,  a mere  four  days  be- 
fore the  virgin  birth  pretty  much  guar- 
antees you  an  E-ticket  straight  to  hell. 
8pm,  Venue  9,  252  Ninth  at  Folsom, 
$7-12  sliding,  626-2169. 


MONDAY 

There’s  No  Christmas  Like  Noh  Christ- 
mas - Celebrate  the  first  day  of  Winter 
by  going  to  see  a Noh  Theater  version 
of  “A  Christmas  Carol”  set  in  19,h  Cen- 
tury Japan  and  performed  by  the 
Mission’s  own  Theater  of  Yugen. 
Lorraine  Hansbury  Theater  620  Sutter, 
$12-22,  8 pm.  Runs  through  12/28  with 
a Sunday  matinee  at  2.  Call  621-0507. 
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THURSDAY 

Dog’s  Best  Friend  - Even  Rabid  Con- 
servatives and  the  Hollywood  Elite 
agree  that  the  Roxie’s  presentation  of 
Wallace  & Gromit  is  good,  clean  family 
fun.  Tonight  features  ten  years  worth  of 
Oscar  winning  animation  in  nine  film 
shorts.  6pm,  8pm,  10pm,  The  Roxie, 
3117  16th  at  Valencia,  $6.50,  863-1087 

24 

WEDNESDAY 

Lazy  - ‘Twas  the  night  before  x-mas 
and  all  through  the  hood,  not  a present 
was  bought,  not  even  some  cud.  Luck- 
ily, the  fifth  in  our  craft  show  series, 
“Bazaar  Navideño  ‘97"  is  still  wide  open 
to  fulfill  all  your  un-department  store 
shopping  needs. 


Christmas  - There  are  no  more  shop- 
ping days  left  until  X-mas.  Dance  sugar 
plums,  dance. 
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FRIDAY 

Play  Mates  - Those  gaming  fiends  at 
SF  Games  won’t  let  any  sort  of  holiday 
cheer  get  in  the  way  of  their  unrelent- 
ing pursuit  of  card  and  board  game, 
playing  players.  All  skill  levels  welcome. 
7pm-10pm,  Cafe  Commons.  3161  Mis- 
sion at  Precita,  free,  679-3678 


SATURDAY 


El  Filin  - La  voz  venezolana  de  María 
Marquez  acompañada  al  piano-key- 
board de  Cherie  Chooljian  en  un  recital 
de  folklore  venezolano  y caribeño, 
sambas,  bossa-novas  y boleros  con  un 
toque  jazzistico  contemporáneo.  10pm, 
Peña  del  Sur,  2870  A 22nd  Street,  $5. 
550-1101. 


Cars  Kill  - Two  red  neck  truck  drivers, 
two-timing  dames,  and  mean  gangsters 
create  havoc  and  commit  murder  in 
They  Drive  By  Night,  a 1 940s  Warner 
Brothers  sorta  classic  starring  Hum- 
phrey Bogart  and  Ann  Sheridan. 
7:30pm,  The  Roxie,  3117  16th  at 
Valencia,  $6.50,  863-1087. 


Secret  Police  Meeting  - The  local  con- 
stabulary and  the  local  constabullied  are 
invited  to  the  monthly  Mission  Neigh- 
borhood Police  Meeting.  If  there's  any- 
thing you  want  the  cops  to  hear  about, 
here’s  your  chance  to  publicly  vent  your 
ideas  and  grievances  — ad  nauseum. 
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TUESDAY 


6pm,  Mission  Station  Community  Room, 
630  Valencia  at  17th,  free. 
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WEDNESDAY 

Number  9,  Number  9 - 

above  dropping-ball-watching,  is 
night,  last  minute  concert-going,  pre- 
new  year  performance  of  Beethoven’s 
Ninth  Symphony  by  the  Community  Mu- 
sic Center  Orchestra  This  year's  an- 
nual New  Year's  Eve  concert  (the  6th!) 
includes  pianist  Allison  Lovejoy  perform- 
ing Beethoven’s  Piano  Concerto  No.  4. 
Post-concert  party  starts  at  midnight. 

1 0pm,  First  Congregational  Church,  cor- 
ner of  Post  & Mason,  $15,  647-6015. 


Open  Every  Day 

Dinner  Nightly 

6 p.m.  to  1 1 p.m. 

Late  Menu 

Until  1 a.m. 

Happy  Hour 

5 p.m.  to  7 p.m. 


mm 


cafe 

2434  Mission  Street 
San  Francisco 

(415)  282-2447 
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New  Mission  News 


Green  City  Alerts 

Mission  Edition  Calendar 


ilptth  Sarah  Bardeen/Ian  Stewart 


PODER  (People  Organizing  to  Demand  En- 
vironmental Rights)  works  to  develop  envi- 
ronmental leadership  in  the  Mission  District. 
If  you  want  to  know  more  about  what's  hap- 
pening in  your  neighborhood,  PODER  vol- 
unteers are  the  people  to  call.  431-4210. 

Did  you  know?  The  number  of  people  who 
could  be  fed  using  the  land,  water,  and  en- 
ergy freed  up  if  Americans  reduced  their  in- 
take of  meat  by  just  10%:  100  million. 

To  recycle  your  Christmas  tree  after  the  holi- 
day, call  San  Francisco  Recycling  Program, 
554-3406.  Or,  buy  a living  tree  and  plant  it 
in  the  neighborhood! 

MONDAY  1 

AIDS  Memorial  Grove  observes  World 
AIDS  day  with  a morning  program  in  Golden 
Gate  Park.  9:45  a.m.  41 5.750.8340  lo  RS  VP. 
Intersection  for  the  Arts  hosts  a World  AIDS 
Day  3enefit  Reading  and  Concert.  8 p.m. 
Fee.  626-2787. 

WEDNESDAY  3 

SF  Recycling  Program  needs  help  with  waste 
prevention  and  minimization  projects.  To 
volunteer,  come  on  down  to  a training  meet- 
ing at  1 145  Market.  5:30  p.m.  554-3404. 

SATURDAY  6 

Did  you  know  that  the  Gray  Fox  and  the 
Black-Tailed  Jack  Rabbit  still  roam  the  wild 
areas  of  San  Francisco?  Are  you  interested 
in  helping  to  make  sure  that  these  animals 
do  not  disappear  altogether?  Join  Green  City 
Project  and  the  Francisco  Wildlife  Corridor 
Alliance  for  a walking  tour  of  the  proposed 
nature  corridor  between  McClaren  Park  and 
San  Bruno  Mountain.  Bring  a bag  lunch,  rain 
gear  and  enthusiasm.  Suggested  donation. 
For  directions  and  more  information  call 
Green  City  Project  at  285-6556. 

Mission  Housing  holds  a workshop  for  the 
16th  Street  BART  Community  Design 
Project,  the  project  focuses  on  making  the 
16th  Street  BART  plazas  more  vibrant  and 
safe.  For  more  info.,  call  Doug  Shoemaker 


of  Mission  Housing  at  864-6432,  ext.  315. 

SCRAP  invites  you  to  get  ready  to  wrap  like 
you’ve  never  wrapped  before!  Textile  prod- 
uct designer  Karen  Powell  will  introduce 
holiday  gift  wrapping  methods  using  fabric 
remnants  and  trims  as  well  as  other  textile 
discards  such  as  secondhand  tablecloths, 
napkins,  scarves  and  ties.  10  a.m.  to  12:30 
p.m.  647-1746. 

THURSDAY  11 

ADPSR  presents  “Ropes,  Rings,  Lattices, 
and  Lace/’  an  exhibit  and  talk  on  environ- 
mental art  by  artists  Helen  and  Newton 
Harrison.  973-7257. 

SATURDAY  13 

AIDS  Memorial  Grove  invites  the  public  to 
join  in  the  creation  and  long-term  mainte- 
nance of  the  first  living  memorial  to  those 
lost  to  AIDS  and  in  support  of  those  living 
with  HIV.  Gather  weeds,  mulch,  plant  and 
clear  the  Grove.  9 a.m.  750-8340. 

SUNDAY  14 

San  Bruno  Mountain  Watch  visits  Indian 
shellmounds  and  discusses  life-in-place 
along  the  bayside  ridges  with  David 
Schooley.  Participate  in  this  hike  through 
5000  years  of  the  presence  and  intricate  bal- 
ance of  the  original  SF  Bay  people.  Wear 
sturdy  shoes  and  long  pants.  10  a.m.  at  Bank 
of  America  parking  lot  in  Brisbane.  467- 
6631. 

TUESDAY  16 

ADPSR  and  San  Francisco  AI A Committee 
on  the  Environment  explore  “Local  Interior 
Design  Projects  and  Green  Materials  Selec- 
tion" with  a talk  by  Victoria  Schomer  of  In- 
terior Concerns.  6 p.m.  362-7397. 

SUNDAY  21 

Bernal  Hilltop  Native  Grassland  Restoration 
Project  holds  a workparty  to  eradicate  inva- 
sive exotic  plants,  maintain  test  planting  ar- 
eas, propagate  indigenous  seed  and  enjoy  the 
native  grassland  of  Bernal  Hill  in  SF.  282- 
5066. 


CASA  VALENCIA 


Furnished  rooms  for  rent  in  the 
sunnv  Mission. 

Full  time  manager. 

Laundry  rooms. 

Close  to  shopping  and  all  forms  of 
public  transportation.  All  utilities 
included,  except  telephone. 

Staff  on  duty  24  hours. 

For  more  information  call  552-0825 


PODER  (People  Organizing  to  Demand  En- 
vironmental Rights)  trabaja  a desarrollar 
liderazgo  ambiental  en  el  barrio  de  la  Misión. 
Si  quieres  saber  más  sobre  lo  que  está 
pasando  en  su  barrio,  los  voluntarios  de 
PODER  son  las  personas  que  tu  quieres 
llamar.  415.431.4210. 

Sabías?  El  numero  de  personas  que  podrian 
comer  bastante  usando  tierra  librada  si 
Estadounidenses  reducieran  lo  que  consumen 
de  came  por  10%:  100  millones. 

Para  reciclar  su  árbol  de  la  navidad  después 
de  todo  la  celebración,  llame  al  San  Fran- 
cisco Recycling  Program,  554-3406. 0 mejor 
todavía,  compra  un  árbol  vivo  y puedes 
plantarlo  en  su  barrio! 

LUNES  1 

AIDS  Memorial  Grove  observa  hoy  el  Día 
Mundial  de  la  SIDA  con  una  programa  en 
Golden  Gate  Park  a las  9:45  de  la  mañ  'a. 
415.750.8340  to  RSVP.  Intersection  fo,  the 
Arts  presenta  hoy  una  leyenda  y concerto  de 
beneficio  al  Día  Mundial  de  la  SIDA  a las  8 
de  la  noche.  Cuota.  415.626.2787. 

MIÉRCOLES  3 

SF  Recycling  Program  necesita  ayuda  con 
sus  programas  de  la  prevención  y 
inmunización  de  desechos.  Para  hacerte  un 
voluntario,  venga  hoy  a la  reunión  de 
orientación  el  la  1145  Market.  5:30  de  la 
tarde.  415.554.3404. 

SÁBADO  6 

¿Sabías  que  el  Grey  Fox  y el  Black-Tailed 
Jack  Rabbit  todavia  andan  todavía  por  las 
áreas  silvestres  de  San  Francisco?  Estás 
interesado  a garantizar  que  estas  animales  no 
dcsaparecan  totalmente?  Participa  con  el 
Green  City  Project  y la  Franciscan  Wildlife 
Corridor  Alliance  en  un  caminata  por  el 
propuesto  corredor  natural  entre  McClaren 
Park  and  San  Bruno  Mountain.  Trae  un 
lunche,  ropa  de  lluvia  y entusiasmo. 
Donación  sugerido.  Para  direcciones  y más 
información  llame  al  Green  City  Project  al 
415.285.6556. 

Mission  Housing  presenta  una  clase  para  el 
16th  Street  BART  Community  Design 
Project. 

Este  proyecto  enfoque  sobre  como  se  puede 
hacer  las  plazas  del  BART  del  calle  16  más 


vibrante  y seguro.  Para  más  información, 
llame  al  Doug  Shoemaker  de  Mission  Hous- 
ing al  864-6432,  ext.315. 

SCRAP  les  invita  a envolver  regalos  como 
nunca  les  has  envuelto!  Diseñador  de 
productos  de  textilos,  Karen  Powell,  va  a 
introducir  métodos  para  envolver  regalos 
usando  extras  de  fábrica  y otras  desechos 
como  manteles,  servilletas,  pañuelos  y 
corbatas.  De  las  10  de  mañana  a los  12:30. 
415.647.1746. 

JUEVES  11 

ADPSR  presenta  “ Ropes,  Rings,  Lattices, 
and  Lace."  una  exhibición  y charla  sobre  el 
arte  ambiental  de  los  artistas  Helen  y New- 
ton Harrison.  415.973.7257. 

SÁBADO  13 

AIDS  Memorial  Grove  invita  al  público  a 
ayudar  en  la  creación  y mantenimiento  de 
primer  memorial  viviente  en  honor  a los 
quienes  hemos  perdido  al  SIDA  y en  apoyo 
a las  personas  viviendo  con  el  IV H.  Recoge 
malas  hierbas,  planta  y limpia  el  jardín.  A 
las  9 de  la  mañana.  415.750.8340. 
DOMINGO  14 

San  Bruno  Mountain  Watch  hoy  visita 
montículos  de  conchas  dejados  por  indígenas 
y discute  como  uno  “vive  en  su  lugar"  por 
las  crestas  de  San  Bruno  Mountain  junto  con 
David  Schooley.  Participa  en  esta  caminata 
por  cinco  mil  años  de  la  presencia  y balance 
complejo  de  la  población  original  de  la  bahía 
de  San  Francisco.  Lleva  zapatos  robustos  y 
pantalones  largos.  A las  10  de  la  mañana  en 
el  parqadero  de  Bank  of  America  en 
Brisbane.  4 1 5.467.663 1 . 

MARTES  16 

ADPSR  y el  San  Francisco  AI  A Committee 
on  the  Environment  explora  “Local  Interior 
Design  Projects  and  Green  Materials  Selec- 
tion" con  una  charla  de  Victoria  Schomer  de 
Interior  Concerns.  A las  6 de  la  tarde. 
415.362.7397. 

DOMINGO  21 

Bernal  Hilltop  Native  Grassland  Restoration 
Project  les  invita  hoy  a un  día  de  trabajo  a 
eradicar  plantas  exóticas  y invasivas,  a 
mantener  áreas  de  estudio,  a propagar 
semillas  indígenas  y a disfrutar  de  la  pastizal 
nativa  de  Bernal  Hill  en  San  Francisco. 
415.282.5066. 


• WE  ARE  EXPANDING  !!  * 

New  Expanded  Vitamins,  Health  & beauty  Section 
coming  in  January!  20%  off  all  Vitamins  with  this  Ad! 


PLAN  ST  HEALTH 

Foods  for  a Healthier  Planet 
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Come  into  Health  Territory  and  discover 
a world  of  Natural  Foods  Groceries! 

Fresh  Breads,  Bulk  Grains  & Herbs 
ioo%  Organic  Produce 
Organic  Juice  & Coffee  Bar 
Cruelty  Free  Cosmetics 
Vitamins  & Supplements 
Environmental  Household  Products 
Friendly  Staff,  Soothing  Atmosphere 

524  Valencia  Street  at  16th 

Open  7 days  a Week!  Mon.  - Sat.:  9:30  a.m.  c c Q Q 4 C 

to  9:30  p.m.  Sundays:  10  a.m.  to  9:30  p.m. 


PSYCHIC  HORIZONS 
FREE  Introductory  Meditation  Class 
TUESDAYS  at  7:30  pm. 

Also:  Arts  & Crafts  Fair  on  12/6  at  1 pm 
at  Psychic  Horizons,  972  Valencia  St., 
S.F.  Call  643-8800. 
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This  Year,  Recycle  Your  Tree  at  the  Curb. 

Curbside:  Your  first  recycling  day  after  January  4th,  by  6 a.m. 

Apartments  & Businesses:  Your  street's  first  residential 
recycling  day  after  January  4th,  by  6 a.m. 

fust  place  your  tree  out  on  the  curb. 

• Trees  only!  No  bases  (metal  or  plastic), 
ornaments,  tinsel,  painted  or  flocked  trees. 
Do  not  put  your  tree  in  a plastic  bag. 

* Trees  on  the  curb  on  other  days  will 
become  trash. 


San  Francisco 

RECYCLING 


If  you  need  to  recycle  your  tree  before 
or  after y our  designated  TreeCycling 
day,  or  for  more  information,  call  the 
San  Francisco  Recycling  Program 
Hotline  at  554-RECYcle. 


CVBSR  BflZHHR 


out  orte  stop  service  center 

mputer  Time  Rental 
Internet  Access 

Software:  QuarkXPress.  Photoshop,  illustrator.  PageMaker.  FrameMaker, 
FileMaker,  FreeHand,  WordScan.  Acrobat.  Streamline.  Words,  works.  Claris. 


Fax  Service  (send  & receive) 
Copy  Service  (Quantity  Discounts) 


I 


• Flyers 

• Menus 

• Business  Cards 

• Resumé 

• Scanning 

• Laser  Prints 

• Labels 

• Binding 

• Laminating 

•Fedex 

• U.P.S 

• Mail  Boxes 

924  Valencia  St.  (Between  20th  & 21st) 

Tel/Fax  (415)  642-0559 

e-mail:  bazaar@aimnet.com 


You  have  a certain  amount  of  money.  You  would 
like  more.  This  is  the  American  way.  What  could 
your  checking  account  do  to  help? 
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Does  your  money  make  you  money?  1 

Does  it  jump  when  you  say  jump? 

Maybe  it  should.  Maybe  you  should  keep  it  inspired  in  an  interest-bearing 
Prima®  Checking  Account  from  Bank 'of  America. 

An  entire  package  of  services  that  can  save  you  time  and  money. 

And  that's  what  a checking  account  should  do,  right? 

You  can  stop  smiling  now. 

Prima  Checking 

A premium  package  of  banking  services 

Interest-Bearing  Checking 
Free  HomeBanking. 

Free  Pay  by  Phone. 

Free  checks. 

Gold  VIP  card. 

No  monthly  service  charge  with  combined  balances  of  $10,000. 

Visit  any  Bank  of  America  branch, 
including  Lucky  store  locations, 
or  call  1-800-678-BofA. 

m Bank  of  America 

put  your  money  in  motion 


a S10.000  -n.mmum  balance  in  check.no  or  a *10.000  minimum  combined  balance  In  check, n„  and  your  linked  wvinga,  money  m»,ke.  deposil.  and  lnve,.men,  CD 


accounla  lo  waive  Iho  *20  monthly  service  charge  01997  Bank  ol  Amonca  NT  4 SA  Member  FDIC 


Affordable  Prices 
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Jose  Medina 


THIS  HAS  BEEN  A VERY  EXCITING 
month  for  me,  and  I have  much  to  share  with 
you.  I am  pleased  to  announce  that  I have 
been  named  Chairperson  of  the  24th  Street 
Revitalization  Committee.  Supervisor  Susan 
Leal  has  done  an  outstanding  job  serving  as 
Chair  of  this  committee  for  the  last  year  and 
a half.  I am  very  honored  to  have  this  oppor- 
tunity to  participate  with  this  Committee,  and 
am  looking  forward  to  sharing  ideas  and 
growing  with  the  Committee  and  the  com- 
munity it  serves. 

The  24th  Street  Revitalization  Commit- 
tee is  a community-based  organization  com- 
prised of  local  merchants,  associations, 
neighborhood  tenants,  property  owners,  non- 
profit organizations  and  interested  individu- 
als. The  Committee  has  a variety  of  goals. 
One  of  the  primary  goals  is  to  improve  so- 
cial and  economic  conditions  within  the 
Committee’s  area  of  influence.  The  Commit- 
tee achieves  these  goals  by  promoting  eco- 
nomic development  opportunities,  as  well  as 
providing  support  for  projects  and  programs 
that  facilitate  and  encourage  overall  commu- 
nity revitalization.  The  Committee  also  pro- 
motes access  to  capital  for  small  businesses, 
job  creation,  investment  attraction,  image 
creation,  property  ownership  and  leasehold 
improvements.  There  are  membership  re- 
quirements, and  I strongly  encourage  inter- 
ested individuals  to  apply. 

Cuauhtemoc  Cárdenas  visit 

On  a different  note,  we  were  very  fortunate 
to  host  the  Mayor-elect  of  Mexico  City,  Mr. 
Cuaubtémoc  Cárdenas,  who  visited  San 
Francisco  on  November  20  and  21.  Mayor- 
elect  Cárdenas  will  be  sworn  in  as  the  Mayor 
of  Mexico  City,  one  of  the  largest  cities  in 
the  world,  on  December  4,  1997.  I hosted 


two  events  for  Mayor-elect  Cárdenas.  One 
event  was  for  the  community  at  large,  and 
was  held  on  November  20,  at  the  Victoria 
Theatre  on  16th  Street.  The  other  event  was 
held  on  November  21  and  was  for  elected 
OfFicals.  Mayor  Brown  also  met  with  Mayor- 
elect  Cárdenas  early  on  November  21. 

Muni  Hate  Violence 

Last  and  certainly  not  least,  I have  called  for 
a hearing  on  Muni  Hate  Violence.  I often  ride 
MUNI  and  in  more  than  one  occasion  have 
felt  unsafe  on  our  buses.  My  newest  staff 
member  has  been  physically  and  verbally 
assaulted  on  three  different  occassions  on 
MUNI  buses.  These  events,  not  to  mention 
letters  and  e-mails  from  people  who  have  had 
similar  experiences,  have  led  me  to  call  for 
a hearing  on  this  issue.  I am  not  only  con- 
cerned for  the  passengers  of  MUNI,  but  the 
drivers  as  well.  MUNI  does  not  have  a policy 
in  regard  to  hate  violence,  and  many  citizens 
don't  know  how  and  where  to  complain.  In 
fact,  many  people  do  not  know  what  consti- 
tutes hate  violence.  Verbal  and  physical  ha- 
rassment of  an  individual  based  on  their  race, 
gender,  ethnicity,  and  sexual  identity  is  hate 
violence.  In  other  words,  verbally  or  physi- 
cally harassing  someone  because  of  the  lan- 
guage they  speak,  or  the  way  they  look,  or 
who  they  associate  with,  constitutes  hate  vio- 
lence. Hopefully,  by  identifying  the  bus  lines 
with  the  most  problems,  we  can  take  appro- 
priate actions,  such  as  installing  more  sur- 
veillance cameras,  and  creating  clear  guide- 
lines for  passengers  and  drivers  in  dealing 
with  hate  violence.  MUNI  is  not  to  be  blamed 
for  hate  violence,  prejudice  and  bigotry  are. 
I am  looking  forward  to  working  with  MUNI 
to  address  these  problems. 


ESTE  HA  SIDO  UN  MES  muy  emocio 
name  para  mí  y tengo  mucho  que  con- 
tarles. Para  empezar  quiero  decirles  cuanto 
me  complace  heredar  la  cabezera  del  Comi- 
té de  Restauración  de  la  Calle  24.  La  Super- 
visor Susan  Leal  cumplió  con  su  labor  de 
presidenta  del  comité  en  los  últimos  18  me- 
ses. Por  mi  parte  me  siento  honrado  de  po- 
der participar  y espero  poder  compartir  mis 
ideas  y crecer  junto  con  el  comité  y la  comu- 
nidad que  representa. 

El  Comité  de  Restauración  de  la  Calle 
24  es  una  organización  con  base  en  la  comu- 
nidad, compuesta  de  comerciantes  locales, 
asociaciones,  arrendatarios  del  barrio,  terra- 
tenientes, organizaciones  sin  fines  de  lucro 
y otros  interesados.  El  comité  tiene  varias 
metas.  Una  de  ellas  es  la  de  mejorar  las  con- 
diciones socioeconómicas  dentro  de  su  terri- 
torio. El  comité  puede  lograr  estas  metas  al 
promover  el  desarrollo  de  oportunidades  eco- 
nómicas y al  apoyar  proyectos  y programas 
que  faciliten  y estimulen  una  restauración 
completa  de  la  comunidad.  El  comité  tam- 
bién ayuda  a promover  el  acceso  a capital 
para  pequeños  negocios,  la  creación  de  em- 
pleos, la  atración  de  inversiones,  la  buena 
imagen,  adquisición  de  propiedades  y mejo- 
ras a edificios.  Existen  algunos  requisitos 
para  aquellos  que  quieran  hacerse  miembros, 
pero  yo  los  invito  a unirse  al  grupo. 

Cuauhtemoc  nos  visitó 

En  otro  tema,  quiero  comunicarles  que 
Cuauhtemoc  Cárdenas,  recién  electo  Presi- 
dente Municipal  de  la  Ciudad  de  México  vi- 
sitó nuestra  ciudad  el  20  y 21  de  noviembre. 
El  Ingeniero  Cárdenas  va  a asumir  su  cargo 
de  presidente  municipal  de  una  de  las  ciuda- 
des más  grandes  del  mundo  el  4 de  diciem- 
bre de  1997.  Yo  organizó  dos  eventos  para  el 
Ingeniero  Cárdenas.  Uno  fué  para  el  público 
en  general  el  día  20  en  el  Teatro  Victoria  de 
la  Calle  16.  El  otro  tomó  lugar  el  21  de  no- 


viembre donde  se  presentó  al  Ingeniero  con 
funcionarios  públicos.  El  Alcalde  Brown  se 
reunió  con  el  Ingeniero  Cárdenas  el  mismo 
día  21. 

Crímenes  de  Odio  en  MUÑI 

Para  cerrar,  les  informo  que  acabo  de  solici- 
tar una  audiencia  sobre  los  violentos  críme- 
nes de  odio  que  suelen  ocurrir  en  MUÑI.  Yo 
con  frecuencia  uso  a MUÑI  y en  más  de  una 
ocasión  me  he  sentido  intimidado  en  los  au- 
tobuses. El  más  nuevo  de  mis  asistentes  has 
sido  física  y verbalmente  asaltado  en  tres 
ocasiones  diferentes  en  los  autobuses  de 
MUÑI.  Estos  sucesos  y el  gran  número  de 
cartas  y correo  electrónico  que  he  recibido 
de  gente  que  a tenido  las  mismas  experien- 
cias, me  convenció  a solicitar  la  audiencia. 
No  sólo  me  preocupa  la  seguridad  de  los 
pasajeros  de  MUÑI  sino  también  la  de  los 
choferes.  MUÑI  no  ha  adoptado  una  políti- 
ca formal  en  lo  que  toca  a los  crímenes  de 
odio  y muchos  pasajeros  no  saben  donde 
pueden  presentar  sus  quejas. 

Es  más,  mucha  gente  ni  siquiera  com- 
prende lo  que  constituye  un  crimen  de  odio. 
Un  crimen  de  odio  resulta  cuando  a una  per- 
sona se  le  asedia  por  motivo  de  su  raza,  sexo, 
etnicidad  o identidad  sexual.  En  otras  pala- 
bras, el  molestar  a alguien  a raíz  del  idioma 
que  habla,  su  apariencia  o sus  asociaciones 
constituye  un  crimen  de  odio.  Espero  que  al 
identificar  las  rutas  de  autobuses  con  el  ma- 
yor número  de  incidencias  podamos  tomar 
otras  medidas  apropiadas,  como  sería  insta- 
lar más  cámaras  de  vigilancia  y establecer 
una  política  que  los  pasajeros  y choferes 
puedan  seguir  al  enfrentar  este  tipo  de 
crimen.  No  se  le  puede  culpar  a MUÑI  por 
esto,  ya  que  el  problema  lo  causan  el  prejui- 
cio y la  intolerancia.  Estoy  listo  para  cola- 
borar con  MUÑI  en  resolver  estos  proble- 
mas. 
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New  ColUqE  oF  CaIíFornía 

CELEBRATING  25  YEARS  OF 
EDUCATION  FOR  SOCIAL  CHANGE 

COMMiTTEd  TO  AIN  EdüCATÍON  tIhAT: 

PIaces  ItNOwUdqE  wítIiín  socíaL,  polmcAl,  ancJ 
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Willie  Lewis  Brown,  Jr. 


We’re  all  working  together  in  response  to 
state  and  federal  welfare  reform 


When  state  and  federal  welfare 
reform  legislation  was  passed, 
each  county  was  given  the 
responsibility  of  designing  and  implement- 
ing its  own  welfare  reform  program.  We 
knew  from  the  very  beginning  that  a mas- 
sive overhaul  of  our  city’s  welfare  system 
could  only  be  accomplished  through  col- 
laborative efforts  among  the  City,  the  pri- 
vate sector  and  our  community-based 
organizations.  Last  month,  the  City 
unveiled  its  official  plan  to  address  the 
needs  of  those  making  the  transition  from 
welfare  to  work.  Let  me  first  explain  how 
the  overall  system  will  work,  and  then  let 
me  tell  you  about  some  remarkable,  innov- 
ative programs  that  will  help  us  realize  our 
goals. 

More  than  a year  ago,  I formed  a 
Welfare  Reform  Task  Force  to  develop  our 
city’s  response  to  the  Federal  Personal 
Responsibility  and  Work  Responsibility 
Act  of  1996.The  task  force,  comprised  of 
120  community  advocates,  public  assis- 
tance recipients,  service  providers,  busi- 
ness people,  and  representatives  of  the  reli- 
gious community,  along  with  sixty  staff 
members  representing  city  departments, 
worked  under  the  direction  of  Will 
Lightboume,  director  of  our  Department  of 
Human  Services,  and  his  staff  The  group 
took  its  mandate  seriously  and  worked 
diligently  to  design  a program  for  San 
Francisco  that  would  meet  the  needs  of 
families  affected  by  the  legislation. 

Our  goal  is  to  train  and  educate  employ- 
able recipients  so  that  they  can  progress  in 
the  labor  market  and  ultimately  become 
self-sufficient.  Cal  WORKS  is  California’s 
program  to  implement  the  federal  legisla- 
tion. It  replaces  what  was  formerly  known 
as  the  AFDC  and  GAIN  program.  Our  pro- 
gram is  designed  to  offer  a full-range  of 
supportive  services,  including  child  care, 
mental  health  evaluation  and  treatment, 
substance  abuse  evaluation  and  treatment, 
domestic  violence  treatment,  transporta- 
tion, post -employment  retention  and  career 
development  services. 

The  Department  of  Human  Services 
will  open  Career  Centers  in  the  neighbor- 
hoods of  San  Francisco  most  heavily 
impacted  by  poverty;  each  neighborhood 
will  liave  a complete  range  of  services. 
The  new  federal  laws  place  time  limits  on 
CalWORKS  recipients:  a five-year  life- 
time limit  for  adults,  while  retaining  life- 
time eligibility  for  children  under  18  years 
of  age.  There  are  also  some  exemptions: 
women  whose  pregnancy  would  interfere 
with  work  participation,  and  women 
whose  first  child  is  under  12  months. 

The  California  law,  CalWORKS, 
requires  current  recipients  to  be  working 
within  24  months  or  in  some  form  of  com- 
munity service.  New  applicants  must  be 
working  within  18  months  (with  the  possi- 
bility of  being  extending  to  24),  or  in  com- 
munity service.  Our  goal  is  to  ensure  that 
clients  can  move  from  welfare  to  self-suf- 
ficiency within  their  time  limits,  and  are 
provided  the  support  to  do  so. 

An  all  out  effort  will  be  made  to  insure 
worker  protection  in  the  form  of  client 
advocates  to  resolve  difficulties  in  learning 
and  workfare.  We  are  prepared  to  take  this 
proposal  to  the  Board  of  Supervisors  soon. 


and  feel  confident  that  the  board,  too,  will 
see  this  as  a productive  program.  Our  goal 
is  to  produce  a sufficient  number  of  jobs  to 
make  the  issue  of  welfare-to-work  a reali- 
ty 

A cooperative  effort  is  needed 

We  can  do  this  only  through  a coopera- 
tive effort  between  the  public  and  private 
sectors.  It’s  common  knowledge  that  the 
majority  of  jobs  for  former  welfare  recipi- 
ents will  come  from  the  small  business 
sector.  With  that  in  mind,  the  San 
Francisco  Small  Business  Network,  a con- 
sortium of  nineteen  organizations  repre- 
senting 15,000  small  businesses,  is  to  be 
congratulated  and  commended  for  step- 
ping to  the  plate. 

The  Small  Business  Network  conducted 
a survey  of  its  members  to  determine  how 
the  organization  could  make  a contribu- 
tion. The  Small  Business  Network  teamed 
with  Juma  Ventures,  a nonprofit-run  busi- 
ness enterprise,  and  the  Roberts 
Foundation,  to  develop  a specialized 
employment  program  called  “placement 
partnership.”  The  program  will  work  with 
fifty  small  businesses  to  help  them  hire 
CalWORKS  participants.  Juma 
Enterprises  and  other  nonprofit-run  busi- 
nesses will  refer  the  initial  placements. 
They  will  also  provide  work-based  train- 
ing in  soft  and  hard  skills,  counseling  and 
support  services  for  six  months  after  initial 
placement.  The  employers  can  expect 
screened,  trained  employees  to  match  the 
requirements  of  the  company.  They  can 
also  expect  an  employee  very  enthusiastic 
to  be  part  of  the  work  process.  Start-up 
funding  will  be  provided  by  Pacific  Bell, 
the  Mayor’s  Office  of  Economic 
Development  and  private  foundations. 

Yes,  it’s  a modest  beginning,  but  we 
believe  this  pilot  program  can  and  will 
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become  a model  for  the  rest  of  the  nation. 
Other  entities  are  also  stepping  forward  to 
provide  the  initiative  and  dedication  need- 
ed to  ensure  the  success  of  welfare-to- 
work.  The  San  Francisco  Labor  Council 
has  pledged  its  support  by  promising  to 
expand  its  pre -apprenticeship  training  pro- 
grams. 

Help  from  the  private  sector 

Several  large  companies,  including  PG 
&E,  United  Airlines,  Pacific  Bell,  the 
Waterfront  Restaurant  and  the  Black  Data 
Processors  Association,  are  working  with 
the  City  to  design  training  and  recruitment 
initiatives.  The  Committee  on  Jobs,  work- 
ing with  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  and 
the  United  Way,  has  promised  2,000  jobs 
by  the  year  2000  and  is  raising  S3. 5 mil- 
lion for  training  and  support  services.  And 
last,  but  certainly  not  least,  the  San 
Francisco  Inlerfaith  Council,  a consortium 
of  eighty  churches,  mosques  and  syna- 
gogues, is  working  with  the  City  to  reach 
out  to  potential  employers  and  support 
CalWORKs  participants  in  their  progress 
toward  work  and  ultimately,  self-sufficien- 
cy. All  have  the  same  strategies,  job  cre- 
ation, job  acquisition,  and  job  placement, 
job  retention  and  career  advancement. 

At  the  same  time  as  Cal  WORKS  is 
being  implemented,  we  are  also  enhancing 
employment  services  to  single  indigent 
adults.  Three  new  initiatives  are  being 
introduced  for  this  population.  In  the  first 
program,  those  people  considered  employ- 
able will  be  given  job  training.  Muni  fast 
passes,  mental  health  and  substance  abuse 
treatment,  and  will  be  assigned  case  man- 
agement workers  who  will  help  them  make 
the  transition  into  the  work  force.  They 
will  continue  to  receive  their  $345  month- 
ly allocation  to  support  them  in  their  tran- 
sition to  employment 

The  remaining  two  programs  will  target 


the  aged  and  persons  with  disabilities,  who 
also  receive  $345  per  month  The  City  will 
also  maintain  a General  Assistance  (G.A.) 
program  for  those  people  considered 
employable  but  unwilling  to  meet  the 
commitments  of  the  new  program  for 
employable,  single,  indigent  adults.  The 
G.A.  grant  level  is  $279  per  month,  which 
is  identical  to  the  CalWORKS  grant  for 
one  person.  We  are  prepared  to  take  this 
proposal  to  the  Board  of  Supervisors  soon 
and  feel  confident  that  the  Board,  too,  will 
see  these  as  productive  programs  Our  goal 
is  to  produce  a sufficient  number  of  jobs  to 
make  the  issue  of  welfare-to-work  a reali- 
ty. Together,  we  can  make  this  happen 
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Cruising  the  90’s:  the  Midnight  Dreams  Car  Club 


By  Victor  Miller 

Car  clubs,  lowriders  and  cruisers  all 
seem  part  of  the  past  to  most  of  us. 
By  the  early  eighties,  the  huge 
Mission  Street  lowrider  scene  was  a thing 
of  the  past  — a victim  of  its  own  enormous 
numbers  and  a few  marginal  hangers-on, 
more  interested  in  rowdiness  than  automo- 
biles. But  the  man/machine  love  affair  is 
still  with  us  in  places  like  the  Peninsula, 
where  there  is  a custom  car  show  or  event 
nearly  every  week.  There's  plenty  of  vari- 
ety, too,  from  your  classic  lowrider  style  to 
the  retro  Rockabilly  look  and  the  flame 
shooting  exhaust  pipes  of  the  lcadsleddcrs. 

In  the  Mission  District,  once  the  center 
of  the  lowriding  universe,  car  enthusiasts 
of  all  stripes  are  beginning  a low-key 
revival,  the  most  recent  example  of  which 
is  the  Midnight  Dream  Car  Club.  This  six- 
member,  seven  vehicle  group  of  former 
Mission  homeboys  got  together  last  sum- 
mer to  share  the  pleasures  of  the  ride  and 
the  road,  and  also  create  a club  whose 
activities  are  linked  to  community  build- 
ing events  — especially  those  related  to 
youth.  In  October,  one  of  Midnight 
Dream’s  first  events  was  a custom  car 
show  and  raffle  to  benefit  the  Mission 
Boys  and  Girls  Club.  “They  were  just 
great  with  the  kids  and  really  helped  us  out 
a lot,”  said  Vickie  Rega,  who  runs  the 
Boys  and  Girls  Club  photography  program 
and  is  not  so  coincidentally  the  mother-in- 
law  of  Midnight  Dreams  member,  Eduardo 
Maradiaga.. 

At  thirty-three,  Ernie  Interiano  is  the 
oldest  Midnight  Dreamer  and  most  articu- 
late spokesman  for  custom  car  culture. 
Ernie  began  working  on  his  father’s  hot 
rods  when  he  was  thirteen,  accompanying 
Interiano  Sr.  down  to  the  Great  Highway 
for  cash  and  pink  slip  races  along  the  glo- 
rious seaside  straightaway,  still  unmarred 
by  a center  divider  strip. 


Ernie  eventually  found  his  father’s 
meticulousness  to  be  a little  too  much;  “It 
wasn’t  worth  it.  We  were  under  the  car 
every  damn  day.  So  when  I got  older,  I got 
lucky  and  found  this  ‘47  Plymouth.  My 
father  laughed  and  said,  “That  thing  used 
to  be  a taxi  cab  back  in  my  day’ ” 

Ernie  eventually  fixed  up  the  Plymouth 
but  by  that  time,  the  official  law  enforce- 
ment attitude  toward  lowriders  was  decid- 
edly unfriendly.  Because  he  got  involved 
with  a gang  in  his  teens,  Ernie  and  his  car 
were  singled  out  by  the  cops  for  special 
attention,  forcing  him  out  of  the  cruising 
scene. 

Ernie  is  now  a married  man,  the  father 
of  three  and  often  assisted  in  his  renewed 
customizing  and  restoration  work  by  his 
thirteen  year-old  son  Ernesto.  These  days 
cops  stop  him  to  tell  him,  “Nice  car,” 
sometimes  even  directing  their  remarks 
over  the  patrol  car  loud  speaker  system. 
He  feels  that  the  particular  type  of  four- 
wheeled  socializing  he  and  the  other  mem- 
bers of  Midnight  Dreams  enjoy  so  much  is 
due  a renaissance  in  the  City.  “In  the  sub- 
urbs, you  get  to  have  that;  a bunch  of  guys 
go  to  McDonalds  and  hang  out,  but  in  the 
City  you  don’t  get  to  have  that,”  he  said. 

Besides  outdated  social  attitudes  about 
lowriders,  another  thing  that  has  killed 
custom  car  scene  is  crime  vandalism.  It  is 
not  unusual  for  owners  to  put  up  to 
$20,000  into  fixing  up  their  vehicle,  in 
which  case  you  don’t  want  to  park  it  on  the 
street  When  you  get  into  the  $40,000 
range,  there’s  some  reluctance  to  even  be 
driving  around  the  City,  just  taking  the 
thing  to  car  shows.  Ernie  admits  to  putting 
$7,000  into  one  of  the  three  cars  he  cur- 
rently owns,  but  doesn’t  want  to  get  into 
the  high  end  of  things  because  “I  like  to 
drive  around,  not  just  look  at  it  in  the 
garage;  it  kind  of  takes  away  from  the 
fun.” 
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Beyond  the  cash  investment  is  the  time 
investment.  Midnight  Dreamer  Jose 
Olmedo  found  a trashed  out  ‘66  Impala  in 
a Pacifica  junkyard  and  spent  over  seven 
years  working  on  it,  putting  in  a new  V-8 
motor,  a new  transmission,  disc  brakes  and 
power  steering. 

Midnight  Dreams  and  other  local  car 
clubs  are  trying  to  reassert  cruise  culture, 
but  Midnight  Dreams  is  different  from 
most  of  the  clubs  because  members  have  a 
sense  of  social  purpose  that  goes  beyond 
driving  around  in  really  cool  cars.  “We’d 
like  to  teach  kids  how  to  work  on  cars;  get 
them  interested  in  cars  instead  of  gangs. 
Unfortunately,  around  here  kids  have  so 
much  time  to  waste,”  Ernie  said.  “When  I 
was  coming  up,  gangs  were  more  a neigh- 
borhood thing,  this  red  and  blue  stuff  was 
just  in  the  prisons.  Rival  gangs  played 


football  for  keggers  and  when  there  were 
fights,  we  settled  things  one  on  one  with 
fisticuffs.  Now  it’s  really  extreme  with  this 
crack  epidemic  and  colors,”  he  added. 

Midnight  Dreams  Car  Club  hopes  to 
expand  its  membership  but  cautiously; 
awareness  of  the  bad  elements  that  torpe- 
doed the  old  cruise  scene  are  being  kept  in 
mind.  “We  want  to  meet  these  people,  go 
to  a couple  of  car  shows  with  them,  see 
how  they  are  around  people,  have  them 
over  to  the  house  for  dinner,”  Ernie 
stressed.  Other  than  that,  you  must  have  a 
1966  or  older  vehicle  (the  Olmedo  Impala, 
the  club’s  latest  model  is  the  cutoff  stan- 
dard) that  is  made  in  the  USA,  (although 
Ernie  says  they  will  consider  a Rolls 
Royce)  and  pay  $25  annual  dues. 

For  more  information,  call  Ernie 
Interiano  at  337-3039. 


" Awareness  is  Revolutionary 

Ven  Urygen  Sangharakshita  ^ 

Free  drop-in  meditation  class  every  Tuesday  at  7pm. 
Meditation  and  Buddhist  courses  offered  regularly 
Call  for  a free  program. 

SAN  FRANCISCO  BUDDHIST  CENTER 

37  Bartlett  Street  @ 21st  • 282-2018  • www/bluelotus.com/sfbc 


Encantada  GaUery 


Contemporary  work  from  the  Americas 

/ 1 


Now  exhibiting  paintings  and  drawings  by  Maya  Chris 
Gonzalez,  Liliana  Wilson  Grez,  Curtis  Fukada,  Lisa 
Jones,  Ricardo  Diaz  & Shinko  Kayama 

Hours  : Sunday  to  Thursday  1 1-7 
Friday  & Saturday  until  8 


904  Valencia  Street  (at  20th  Street) 
San  Francisco,  CA  94110  Tel:  642-3939 
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Yes,  you  will  be  enchanted  and  then  some  at  the  new  Encantada 

New  gallery  offers  a rich  and  fascinating  selection  of  contemporary  arts  from  all  the  Americas 


By  Devorah  Green 

With  its  fascinating  mix  of  folk- 
loric  crafts  and  contemporary 
art  at  bargain  to  collectible 
prices,  Valencia  Street’s  new  gallery. 
Encantada,  (near  20th)  is  the  place  to  find 
gifts  and  utilitarian  crafts,  fine  ait  and  dec- 
orative pieces  for  the  holidays  and  beyond. 

Keeping  watch  at  the  front  of  this  wel- 
coming, pocket  sized  shop,  I found  pep- 
permint-pink, 24-inch  papier  mache  folk- 
loric  ‘Working  Girls,’  dolled  up  in  painted 
Victorian  undies  that  were  nice,  and  not 
the  least  bit  naughty  ($14).  Maybe  you’d 
like  one  of  these  curies  to  keep  your 
Christmas  Elf  and  Nutcracker  company? 
Honor  guard  for  the  Working  Girls  was  a 
clutch  of  rainbow,  bright  rattles,  jaguars, 
birds,  devils  and  other  mythic  figures 
($10),  which  when  discovered  as  stocking 
stuffers,  will  be  assured  a place  in  the  fam- 
ily holiday  lore. 

An  extensive  selection  of  beautiful 
I tali  ana  te  pottery  from  Talaveras,  Mexico 
amps  up  the  traditional  Florentine  designs, 
but  to  my  mind,  in  a clean,  decidedly  non- 
precious way.  Purisma.  This  gorgeous 
hand-painted  ware  — particularly  the 
greenleaf  and  delft  blue  groups  — charms 
one  and  all.  Standouts  are  the  ginger  jars, 
baskets  and  bowls. 

Of  course  you’ll  find  jokey  calaveras 
sculpture  and  magical  millagros  ($3.50). 
Sweet  Victorian  adornos  and  brightly 
painted  tinware  to  trim  the  tree  are  $3  to 
$8.  Dark  comers  in  your  flat?  Encantada’s 
fine  tin  crafts  range  from  micro  and  mini- 
nichos  and  small  framed  mirrors  (polished 
and  antiqued)  to  architectural,  with  grand, 
bejewelled  nichos,  silvery  cornices  and 
gallery-scale  mirrors.  Diablitos  and 
cherubs  in  painted  and  antique  tin  wink 
from  the  shelves,  their  population  assuring 
a balance  of  power  — at  least  in  this 
locale.. 


Passionate  about  textiles?  I am.  Wait  till 
you  learn  just  how  many  things  you  can  do 
with  a rebozo!  So  of  course,  I was 
enthralled  by  Encantada’s  selection  of 
rebozos  — the  traditional,  loomed  shawls 
that  transformed  forever  my  ‘70s  formi- 
ca/polyester consciousness  after  visiting 
families  of  weavers  in  Saltillo  and  San 
Luis  Potosi,  Mexico. 

This  is  an  endangered,  indigenous  ait. 
Owner-curator,  Mia  Gonzalez,  has  assem- 
bled a range  of  these  hand-loomed  trea- 
sures. Mini-shawls  and  sashes  in 
bronze/black,  red/white,  red/green  or 
multi/black  make  terrific  scarves  and  table 
runners  ($8  and  up).  In  the  classic  subdued 
weaves,  the  traditional  rebozos  are  truly 
exquisite  examples  of  the  garment  women 
have  used  for  millennia  to  cany  bundles 
and  babies,  “veil”  themselves  for  flirting, 
modesty  or  mourning,  to  guard  against  the 
chill  and  to  shroud  the  dead. 

Ms.  Gonzalez  delighted  me  by  bringing 
out  a much  used  reference  text  Clearly, 
this  second-generation  San  Franciscan 
thoroughly  enjoys  sharing  the  experience 
of  the  Mother-culture,  and  her  travels 
throughout  the  Americas.  Her  curator’s 
regard  for  the  art  and  the  artisan  is  conta- 
gious. 

A must-see  — arresting  the  gaze  of 
every  shopper  and  my  own  favorite  [of  the 
many  works  by  painter  Maya  Gonzalez,  no 
relation  to  the  owner]  — is  a show-stop- 
ping, massive  charcoal  portrait  of  La 
Virgen.  See  this  piece!  This  Virgen  has  an 
astounding  feature  that  distinguishes  her 
from  any  rendering  g anyone  has  ever 
seen.  I won’t  disclose  Her  incredible 
secret  La  Virgen  de  Guadalupe  is  else- 
where, of  course,  glittering  from  sequined 
appliques,  block-printed  scarves,  portraits 
in  many  media. 

Stand  by:  Mia  Gonzalez  has  many 
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Mia  Gonzalez  in  her  Valencia  Street  Gallery  Phto  by  Greg  Roden 


events  planned.  On  December  7,  “Jose, 
Lupe  + You"  brings  an  interactive  photo- 
op to  Valencia  Street.  Families  and  bud- 
dies can  pose  inside  a traditional,  vintage, 
hand-painted  familia  portrait  backdrop 
with  cutouts,  ala  ‘50s  Mexicana  Retro.  On 
December  12-13,  in  celebration  of  La 
Virgen  De  Guadalupe,  Ms.  Gonzalez’ 


mentor,  the  artist  and  educator  Yolanda 
Garcia  Wu,  will  create  paper  flowers  from 
the  delicate  papel  chine. 

Encantada  Fine  Arts  Gallery  is  located 
at  904  Valencia  Street  and  open  seven 
days,  11-7,  Fridays  and  Saturdays  until  8 
Call  (415)  642-3939 


Holidap  from 

Mission  Aiational  Bank 

3218  -21st  Street  LiC* 

Tel:  626-6655  • Fx:  206-0317  Assistant  Vice  President  and  Manager 


• The  premier  provider  of 
emergency  housing  to 
Latino  adults  in  the  Mission. 

• The  Richard  M.  Cohen 
Residence,  the  Castro's 
preeminent  HIV  supportive 
housing  facility. 


STREET 

COMMUNITY 

SERVICES 


• Community  meeting 
space  and  center  at 
938  Valencia  Street. 


Providing  housing,  sanctuary  and 
support  for  people  in  the  Mission  and 
Castro  Neighborhoods  since  1983. 


For  information  on  volunteer  opportuni- 
ties, programs  and  services  please  call: 

(415) 282-6209 
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My  Mother’s  Son 

By  Anthony  Giannini 

When  I took  to  the  past,  memories  are  hard  to  find 
More  often  than  not  the  mind  is  blind 

To  thoughts  and  feelings  that  are  suppressed  like  slaves 
Conditioned  to  be  silent,  yet  with  so  much  to  say 

For  instance,  memories  I have  of  my  father 
Which  are  closer  to  none  because  he  didn’t  even  bother 

The  reason  he  never  cared,  I didn’t  know  what  it  was 
He  was  less  concerned  with  his  child  and  more  concerned  with  drugs 

Even  though  he  fought  against  his  own  demons  and  was  never  there 
I’m  my  mother’s  son  so  I was  taught  how  to  care 

My  male  role  model  was  my  mother’s  brother 
Out  on  the  streets  at  fourteen,  my  mom  raised  him  like  his  own  mother 

Disagreement  was  in  order  as  siblings  often  do 
But  when  it  came  down  to  it,  you  couldn’t  separate  the  two 

Being  a victim  of  the  streets  with  so  much  trouble  and  strife 
It  was  only  time  before  drugs  also  helped  him  destroy  a life 

Forced  to  testify  against  her  own,  it  cast  a shadow  on  her  life 
I’m  my  mother’s  son  so  I learned  to  do  what  was  right 

Incarcerated,  his  actions  affected  us  all  forever 
My  brother,  sister,  mother,  and  I forced  to  stick  together 

My  family  disowned  us,  accused  us  of  betrayal 
But  we  had  one  another  so  love  would  prevail 

However,  to  avoid  pain,  problems  were  kept  inside 
Never  brought  out  into  the  open  so  the  memories  began  to  hide 

The  shadow  was  being  cast,  that  we  could  not  avoid 
Many  role  models  were  presented  but  none  could  fill  the  void 

Barriers  were  built  to  keep  the  troubles  outside 
I’m  my  mother’s  son  so  I learned  to  keep  the  pain  inside 

After  so  many  experiences,  my  mother  has  seen  it  all 
To  get  to  her  first  you  had  to  break  down  the  walls 

But  that’s  a bit  easier  said  than  done 
When  my  mom  makes  up  her  mind  she  doesn’t  listen  to  anyone 

To  avoid  pain  its  easy  to  justify  the  means 
It’s  much  easier  to  say  nothing,  then  it  is  to  come  clean 

So  when  I look  back  to  those  early  darker  days 
I’m  my  mother’s  son  that’s  why  I’m  stubborn  in  my  ways 

And  when  I’m  asked  to  do  my  life  in  review 
I can  say  both  positive  and  negative  is  what  got  me  through 


Editor’s  Note:  Anthony  got  "through”  it,  successfiilly  avoiding  life  on  the  streets,  and  is 
now  an  art  student  at  the  Academy  of  Art  College  in  San  Francisco. 

Gang  members,  this  is  your  column.  This  is  your  voice.  Send  your  words,  poems,  rap 
songs  and  art  work  to  Deanne  Berger- Mou dgil,  Column  Editor,  GangSpeak,  to  New 
Mission  News  777  Valencia  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA  94110.  You  can  also  call 
Deanne  at  206-8245  or  pager  her:  U227-6338. 
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Invoices  • Flyers  • Logos  • I elterheads  Special  Rates  for  Non-Profits 
Envelopes  • Postcards  • Magazines  • Newsletters  • Labels 
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KING’S  REFRIGERATION 

Serving  the  Community  for  37  Years!! 

WE  BUY,  SELL  & SERVICE 


659  Valencia 

Between  17th  & 18th  Streets 

431 -0255 


10%  Off 
with  this  Ad! 


Refrigerators 
Stoves 
Dryers 
Washing 
Machines 


You’ve  .íever  really  tried  Mexican  Food  until  you’ve  been  to:- 

PUERTO  ALEGRE  RESTAURANT  Ño.  1 


NOW  SERVING  THE 

BEST  MARGARITAS 

IN  THE  BAY  AREA 


546  VALENCIA  ST.  255-8201 
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edited  by  Barbara  Bennett 


CRUISE  NIGHT 
FOREVER 

Bumper  to  bumper  on  a Friday  night 
Chevy  bombs,  long  Monte  Carlos 
with  candy  jobs 

Hie  Low  Creations,  City  Elegants, 
the  Pharoahs  and 
even  the  King’s  from  E.L.A. 
were  all  cruising. 

Blaring  oldies  by  James  Brown 
and  Richie  Valens, 

The  Sound,  The  Sounds 
of  hydraulics 
“zzzzzzzz”  whirling. 

My  tiny  eyes  of  twelve  years 
open. 

Standing  with  my  gang,  leaned  on 
the  blue  corner  post 
of  24th  and  Mission, 
smoking  a joint. 

All  of  us  watching. 

A cholo 

with  a gigantic  wooden  crucifix 
bigger  than  him, 
screamed  out  profound 
statements  as  his  HomeBoys 
and  HomeGirls 
passed  out  flyers 
for  Victory  Outreach 
They  walked  the  pavement  the  way 
St.  Christopher  strolled 
through  water. 

Cool  and  majestic. 

Across  the  street, 

the  vatos  from  Little  Park 

and  Varrio  Ghost  Town 

were  standing  on  the  corner, 

dressed  in  Stacy  Adams 

ironed  pleats 

and  small  black  brims 

They  yelled  at  the  ladies  passing 

“Q-Vó  Lé” 

hoping  to  get  a number 
To  be  remembered 

Some  bad  cars  from  the  Dukes 
would  caravan 
all  the  drivers  and 

passengers, slouched, their  arms  hang- 
ing out  the  car.  Shining! 

The  Lords  in  front  of  the  liquor 
store  looked  like  a gang 
from  the  fifties 
with  the  gold  stitching 


on  Black  Sir  Jackets. 

Everything  was  tuff. 

My  little  gang  bewildered  as  me 
no  one  talked. 

Observing  the  present 
a moment  of  time 
with  imperial  classic  dreams  on  a 
dropped  48  Hudson  Purple, 
rolling  on  gangster  white  walls, 
surrounded  byRedwood  City 
cholitas  dressed  in  black, 
looking  hard, 
wishing  always  it  was 
Cruise  Night  Forever. 

by  Felipe  Ulloa  Velez, Radio 
X(102.5)  DJ  on  “Cruise  Night 
Forever"  (Saturday  night)  and  co- 
founder of  The  Last  Originals  car 
club 


SUGAR  SUGAR 

She  likes  sugar. 

Asks  me  to  pour  extra 
in  her  hot  chocolate. 

More,  more  sugar. 

So  I take  her  to  a coffee  shop 
on  Mars  where  it  rains  sugar 
and  sugar  is  rain. 

Her  eyes  are  aglow. 

She  feels  sugar 

collect  on  her  skin  like  dew. 

She  feels  itchy  and  sticky 
Begs  me  to  take  her  back  to 
Earth  where  she  can  take  a bath. 

We  go  back  to  Earth, 
to  her  living  room. 

She  leans  back  and  smiles, 
stirring  her  hot  chocolate, 
protesting  “It  was  all  a dream". 
“Thank  God”  she  says. 

“It  doesn’t  happen  here.” 


Barbara  Bennett 


Send  words  to 

Barbara  Bennett,  Poetry  Editor, 
New  Mission  News 
777  Valencia,  SF  Ca  94110 
S.F.  CA  94110 


Seasons  Greetings 
from 

Mateway 

NATURAL  FOODS  & SPIRITS 

A Mini-Supermarket  Serving 
All  The  Mission's  Diverse  Lifestyles 

We  feature  Natural  Foods  & Spirits 
in  bulk  at  low  prices.  Check  it  out! 

Best  prices  on  liquor ; beer  & wine  in  the  Mission! 

Special  Holiday  Spirit  Prices  on  Holiday  Spirits 
All  liquor,  beer  and  wine 
Vitasoy  Rice  Dream 

All  flavors $1.99 

Glass  Bottle  Organic  Milk  ^ 

/Horizon  Milk 
$ 1 .69  plus  deposit  ~ 

Odwalla  Juices 
Organic  Eggs 

Natural  American  Spirit  Cigarettes 
$2.75  per  pack 
Marlboro  $1.69  per  pack 

Check  us  out! 


3101  24th  Street  at  Folsom 
282-91  55  Open  7am  to  9 pm  every  day! 


EVERY 

FRIDAY 

7 p.m. 
Botanas 
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* 

* 

« 
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MIKE’S  LIQUORS 
2499  MISSION  @ 21ST 
550-0816 


! °pen  Every  Day  9am  to  2am 


COCKTAILS 

Two 
Pool  Tables 

CD  Player 


16th  & Ca ff  St. 


2950  -16th  Stree 


n 7 Days  10  a.m.-2  a.m 
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Menopause  and 

Hormone  Replacement  Therapy 


Over  the  past  few  years  more  and 
more  women  are  taking  Hormone 
Replacement  Therapy  (HRT)  The 
reasons  for  this  are  to  offset  symptoms  of 
menopause  and  also  to  prevent  the  devel- 
opment of  osteoporosis  and  heart  disease. 
Many  women  are  recommended  to  take 
this  medication  just  for  its  supposed  pre- 
ventative qualities,  even  if  they  experience 
no  unpleasant  symptoms  of  menopause. 
The  question  has  to  be  does  HRT  actually 
help  prevent  osteoporosis  and  heart  dis- 
ease and  if  so,  how  long  does  one  have  to 
take  it? 

In  fact,  the  evidence  to  support  HRT’s 
effect  against  these  conditions  is  very 
questionable  A study  published  in  the 
New  England  Journal  of  Medicine  on 
October  14,  1993  showed  that  HRT  fails  to 
protect  women  from  osteoporosis.  It  pre- 
serves bone  mass  only  when  it  is  taken  for 
more  than  seven  years  — far  longer  than 
most  women  stay  on  the  drug  However, 
even  those  women  who  did  stay  on  the 
drug  for  up  to  ten  years  had  hardly  any  bet- 
ter bone  mineral  density  after  stopping  tak- 
ing it  By  age  75,  they  had  only  3.2  percent 
higher  bone  density  than  women  who  had 
never  taken  HRT. . 

Another  major  consideration  is  that  the 
risk  of  hip  fractures  occurs  mainly  when 
women  are  in  their  seventies,  twenty-five 
years  after  menopause.  Therefore,  HRT 
will  only  prevent  osteoporosis  if  women 
take  it  all  of  their  lives  — not  a pleasant 
consideration  for  most  people 

HRT  originally  consisted  of  giving  the 
hormone  estrogen,  as  this  is  the  hormone 
that  diminishes  during  menopause. 
However,  it  is  now  more  common  for  HRT 
to  consist  of  a combination  of  estrogen  and 
progestin  in  a tablet,  cream  or  skin  patch. 

The  other  claim  that  HRT  is  a preventa- 
tive against  heart  disease  is  also  highly 
questionable.  Much  of  the  research  has 
been  flawed  and  was  mainly  conducted 
with  oral  estrogen  alone,  whereas  most 
women  now  also  take  progestin,  which  is 
known  to  reverse  some  of  the  effect  of 
estrogen  on  cholesterol  levels.  In  fact,  one 
study  suggested  that  the  risk  of  heart  dis- 


ease be  actually  increased  by  HRT. 

What  does  all  this  mean?  It  seems  to 
show  that  the  supposed  benefits  of  this 
treatment  should  be  seriously  questioned 
Furthermore,  it  should  be  emphasized  that 
there  are  very  serious  known  risks  to  this 
treatment.  The  longer  HRT  is  used,  the 
greater  is  the  risk  of  breast  and  endometri- 
cal  cancer  — a tripling  of  endometrical 
cancer  and  a quadrupling  of  breast  cancer 
risk. 

So  what  can  one  do?  First,  don’t  wony. 
Menopause  is  not  a disease.  It  is  a natural 
adjustment  as  the  body  goes  through  a 
change  Menopause  does  not  condemn  a 
women  to  being  wiped  out,  with  no  sex 
drive  and  brittle  bones.  There  are  many 
things  that  can  be  done  to  help  with  the 
symptoms  of  menopause.  Many  natural 
products  can  be  used  to  help  with  the 
uncomfortable  symptoms.  Certain  homeo- 
pathic remedies  can  help.  Sepia,  Lachesis 
and  Glonoin  are  three  of  the  remedies 
commonly  used.  Soya  beans  and  products, 
like  tofu  and  miso,  are  good  sources  of  nat- 
ural estrogen.  Eating  more  of  these  prod- 
ucts may  help. 

To  prevent  osteoporosis,  it  has  been 
shown  the  regular  exercise  is  effective 
The  British  Medical  Journal  estimates  that 
risk  of  hip  fracture  can  be  reduced  by  50 
percent.  Stopping  smoking  may  reduce 
risk  by  25  percent.  Researchers  in  France 
found  that  women  in  their  eighties  who 
were  given  one  or  two  grams  of  elemental 
calcium  plus  800  IU  of  Vitamin  D over  an 
eighteen  month  period,  had  43  percent 
fewer  hip  fractures  than  the  placebo  group. 
It  also  may  be  useful  to  take  supplements 
of  magnesium  and  zinc;  chronic  deficien- 
cies of  these  may  be  related  to  osteoporo- 
sis. 

So,  before  taking  drugs  with  dubious 
benefits  and  known  risks,  it  is  worthwhile 
to  let  nature  take  its  course  and  if  neces- 
sary, help  the  body  with  natural  products 
that  allow  the  body  to  balance  itself. 

Richard  Pitt  RS  Horn,  CCH  practices 
homeopathy  at  3689  18th  St  San 
Francisco.  Ph  415-565-0979. 


MEDA 

Mission  Economic  Development  Association 

OPEN  FOR  BID: 

REQUERIMIENTO  DE  PROPOSICIONES 

The  only  Food  and  Beverage  Concession 
in  Dolores  Park 

La  única  Concesión  de  Servicios  de  Comida  y 
Bebidas  en  el  Parque  Dolores 


Cali  MEDA  para  más  información  o licitación  al: 
Call  MEDA  lor  bidding  information  at: 

415-282-3334 


Telemarketers  slamming  Latinos 


by  Neil  Green 

Latinos  beware!  You  are  twice  as 
likely  to  fall  prey  to  “slamming  ” 
the  unauthorized  switching  of  your 
long  distance  company.  Unscrupulous  tele- 
marketers are  targeting  Latino  customers 
— a practice  of  the  past  several  years  that 
has  not  only  proven  to  be  financially  inim- 
ical, but  also  an  infringement  upon  a con- 
sumer’s freedom  of  choice.. 

A recent  survey  conducted  on  behalf  of 
the  National  Council  of  La  Raza  revealed 
that  24  percent  of  Latinos  reported  that 
their  long  distance  service  had  been 
changed  without  their  consent,  compared 
to  12  percent  of  all  other  households.  This 
disturbing  trend  has  become  the  number 
one  complaint  received  by  the  Federal 
Communications  Commission  (FCC). 
Complaints  have  risen  from  16,000  in 
1996  to  12,000  in  the  first  half  of  1997, 
and  these  numbers  not  include  tens  of 
thousands  of  complaints  logged  by  local 
and  long  distance  telephone  companies 
and  state  regulatory  bodies. 

Even  people  who  are  savvy  to  telemar- 
keting schemes  are  still  vulnerable  to 
being  slammed.  Hanging-up  on  aggressive 
inquiries  will  not  deter  the  determined.  A 
recent  tactic  employed  by  telemarketers 
involves  fictitious  sweepstakes  a customer 


has  supposedly  won.  In  order  to  receive 
the  reward,  the  customer  need  only  sign  on 
the  dotted  line,  resulting  in  a switch.  Even 
a refusal  to  sign  any  promotion  or  sweep- 
stakes  document  cannot  protect  the  con- 
sumer from  being  slammed  — 55  percent 
of  Latinos  surveyed  said  they  were  unable 
to  explain  how  they  were  switched.. 

Why  are  Latinos  the  predominant  vic- 
tims of  slamming?  Carlos  Ramirez,  an 
AT&T  representative  believes  that 
Hispanics  are  being  targeted  because  their 
“long  distance  usage  is  twice  as  high  as  the 
general  market  on  a monthly  basis.”  And 
although  Mr.  Ramirez  states  that  slamming 
is  a “very,  very,  serious  violation  of  FCC 
and  AT&T  policy,”  other  long  distance 
telephone  companies  do  not  see  it  that 
way. 

One  might  speculate  that  although  bilin- 
gual telemarketers  provide  valuable  and 
necessary  customer  services,  a larger  client 
base  is  then  opened  to  possible  slamming. 

What  can  be  done  to  protect  oneself 
from  being  slammed?  To  verify  your  long 
distance  company,  call  this  toll-free  num- 
ber: 700-555-4141.  For  a free  bilingual 
brochure  about  how  to  prevent  unautho- 
rized switching,  contact  the  National 
Council  of  La  Raza  by  calling  AT&T  at  1- 
800-235-0900. 


Retlaw  Camera  & Watch 

Serving  San  Francisco  for  60  Years 


SINCE  1937 


Dec.  1 thru  6 
SUPERSAVER!! 
50%  Off  reg.  price 
Color  dev  & prt 


New  and  Vintage  Cameras 
Watch  Sales  and  Repairs 
• Paper  & Darkroom 
Supplies 

HOLIDAY  SPECIAL !! 
Dec.  22  - Jan.  12,  1998 
Off  1 2 exp.  dev  & prt 
$2—  Off  24  exp.  dev  & prt 
$3^  Off  36  exp.  dev  & prt 

NOW  thru  Dec.  31 
40%  Off  all  new  CITIZEN  WATCHES 

Projection  Bulbs  and  Batteries 


2959  Mission  St. 

(Between  25th  & 26th) 


647-8737 


Neighborhood  Self-Reliance  Loan  Program 


Bank  of  Canton  of  California  is  now  offering  a special  program  ihai  mav  meet  your 
special  financia]  needs  Our  Xrighhorhood  Self  R/linnct  Loar  Program  can  help  vou  get 
a loan  faster  than  uiu  think!  Om  program  is  designed  to  offer  loans  which  are 
more  affordable,  especially  for  families  with  limited  annual  household  income  and 
for  small  huMm  ^es  with  limited  capital. 

FEATt  RF,S  BFNEFITS 

Purport  I. nun  Educauon.Job  Training.  Personal  (family  emergence 
needs).  Small  Business  and  Purchase  of  Commercial 
Vehicle  'eg.  Truck)  with  commercial  registration 
Clean  Credit  History,  Annual  Household  Income  of 
S17.000  or  less  for  Education,  Job  Training.  Personal,  or 
Initial  Capital  of  530,000.  or  less  for  Small  Business  and 
Purchase  of  Commercial  Vehicle 
Up  to  515,000  per  household  or  per  business  enut\ 

Up  to  8-1  months 

5.75%  .Annual  Percentage  Rate  Fixed* 

* For  example,  on  a loan  of  S5000,  with  an  84-monih  term 
monthh  pavmem  is  572.45 

Please  contact  Bank  of  Canton  California  Loan  Representatives  to 
Jind  out  more  about  this  special  loan  program. 

San  Francisco  Bav  Area:  415/391-8912  • 415/421-5215 

415/989-4088  • 415/681-5333 


Qualifications 


Loan  Amount 
Repayment 

Interest  Rate 


BANK  OF  CANTON 
OF  CALIFORNIA 


,-1  Tradition  of  Honest  Ban  ki  ng 

Established  in  ¡937  Member  FDIC 

Lcnocr  We  reserve  the  right  to  change  our  lending  program,  practices,  current 
rate,  and  requirements  at  any  time  without  nouce. 
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Round  World 
Music  Review 


Robert  Leaver 


Cuba’s  most  popular  band  over  the 
last  twenty -five  years,  Los  Van 
Van,  finally  was  permitted  to  enter 
the  United  States  this  past  year  and  per- 
form. They  actually  toured  the  U.S.  twice 
and  they  conquered  the  dance  floor  every- 
where they  played.  They  must  have 
returned  to  Cuba  with  big  heads,  full  pock- 
ets and  perhaps  one  big  headache  from  all 
the  “complications”  over  playing  in  the 
U.S.  But  they  were  not  here  as  diplomats 
to  talk  politics,  instead,  as  musicians  who 
simply  want  to  play  their  music,  make  peo- 
ple dance  and  party.  For  my  money,  there 
is  no  greater  dance  band  on  this  planet. 
They  deserve  praise  for  their  mastery  and 
their  willingness  to  play  here  for  less  than 
they  earn  in  Europe  or  Japan. 

Their  1996  release,  Ay  Dios 
Ampárame,  is  in  this  writer’s  opinion  one 
of  the  greatest,  if  not  the  greatest,  Cuban 
recording  ever  made.  They  had  been  one 
of  the  most  popular  “tropical”  bands  for 
many  years  and  with  this  recording,  they 
prove  how  truly  great  they  are.  They 
brought  in  two  new  young  singers,  Mateo 
and  Roberto,  who  along  with  the  veteran 
singer  of  such  classics  as  “Sandunguera” 
and  “Muevete,”  Pedro  Calvo  — recognized 
for  his  trademark  white  sombrero,  gave 
them  a front  line  of  three  great  singers,  all 
capable  of  improvising  and  stirring  a 
crowd. 

The  title  song  was  a massive  hit  in  Cuba 
that  literally  everyone  on  the  island  knows 
by  heart.  This  was  one  of  those  rare 
recordings  that  captured  the  sentiment  of 
the  times.  Combining  their  classic  casino 
dance  format  with  new  styling,  they  creat- 
ed songs  that  grandparents  and  children 
alike  can  enjoy  and  dance  to.  It  would  be 
impossible  to  compare  this  phenomenon  to 
our  music  scene  here  because  since  per- 
haps the  days  of  the  Beatles,  we  have  not 
had  a popular  music  that  everyone  enjoys 
and  sings  along  to  like  they  do  in  Cuba 
with  Van  Van.. 

One  must  see  them  live  to  truly 
appreciate  their  music  because  their 
records,  although  adequate,  don’t  make  the 
same  impression.  Imagine  a 14-piece  band 
with  three  charismatic  singers  up  front, 
three  trombones  and  two  violinists  who 


dance  while  they  play,  and  a killer  rhythm 
section  with  two  keyboards  — all 
anchored  by  the  bass  of  the  leader  Juan 
Formell.  They  swing  from  start  to  finish 
and  when  they  played  here  live  for  the  first 
time  in  February,  they  played  for  over  four 
hours  in  a show  that  was,  in  itself,  a tri- 
umph. When  they  returned  in  the  summer, 
over  35,000  people  came  to  see  them  at 
Stem  Grove,  shattering  all  previous  atten- 
dance records.  The  U.S.  is  ultimately  the 
most  important  potential  market  for  Cuban 
music  and  they  showed  how  strong  a phe- 
nomenon this  music  is. 

Now  their  new  CD  is  out  in 
Europe,  Te  Pone  La  Cabeza  Mala,  and  it 
is  another  great  record.  The  music  at  times 
seems  accelerated,  as  it  mirrors  their 
ascendancy  to  a new  level  of  energy  and 
exposure.  They  sing  about  their  African 
roots,  the  new  consumerism  and  material- 
ism in  a song  called  “the  shopping  maniac” 
(La  Shopimaniaca),  and  there  is  even  a ref- 
erence to  America-On-Line.  They  are  con- 
temporary and  demonstrate  hip  English 
styling  — “check  it,  check  it,  check  it  out 
now”. 

Once  again,  the  CD  could  have  been 
done  much  better,  from  the  graphics  to  the 
mix,  but  they  are  so  strong  and  the  songs 
are  so  good  that  they  shine  through  the 
cheap  treatment  Things  are  changing  dra- 
matically in  Cuba  and  Van  Van  itself  is 
changing.  It  now  costs  twenty  U.S.  dollars 
to  see  them  in  Cuba  and  every  gig  is 
always  packed.  They  are  eminently  mar- 
ketable, even  here  in  the  U.S.,  and  they  are 
off  to  the  market  again  with  their  twentieth 
record. 

The  Bay  Area  is  fortunate  to  have  a 
local  group  that  plays  the  elegant  Cuban 
Danzón  — a form  of  music  that  dates  back 
to  the  early  years  of  this  century  and  whose 
instrumentation  features  violin,  flute,  and 
clarinet,  in  addition  to  the  rhythm  section. 
Orquesta  La  Moderna  Tradición  will  cele- 
brate the  release  of  their  superb  new  CD  on 
Saturday  December  13th  at  Yerba  Buena 
Gardens  at  8.00  P.M.  Tickets  are  available 
at  Round  World  Music  at  593  Guerrero  St. 


It  is  time  for  good  coffee  at 


A 


T/te  CCu6  Coffee  Mouses 


‘Best  Coffee  & Coffee  drinks 

Organic  Sandwiches  & Salad 

Bower  Smoothies 

Live  Juices 

920  Valencia  st.,  between  20th  & Liberty 
Open  every  day  from  6:00  am  to  12:00  midnight 


HAPPY  HOUR 

everyda-4  7 Pm 


$2.00  well  drinks 
$2.50  pints 
$8.00  pitchers 


a: 


POOL  TABLES  .50  CENTS 

pool  tournament  Wednesdays  <D  7:30. 


r 


live  music  on  : 

Saturday  & Sunday  nights 


i mportant  letter 


resume  pronto ! 


woe!  tedious  forms 


a notary , please 


your  MAGIC  office 

in  San  Francisco 


THE  ELI/ES 


OFFICE  SUPPORT  SERVICES  j 


I wordprocessing 
I reports  / proposals 
-»  I desktop  publishing 
I translations 
I fax  e-mail 
I resumes 
I notary  public 

415-824-4418 


WE  MOVED! 
to 

1398  Valencia 

(At  25th  Street) 


28  DECEMBER  1997 
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Custom  FuAMÍNq  ANd  Do-It-YourseIF 
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‘fféKS'T 

— Includes: 
Frames,  Glass, 
Mount,  Labor,  Wire  & Kooks 


Holiday 
Sale 


The  largt 

rem 

'"San 
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mta'mes 

rancisco! 


Size 

Price 

14X18 

29.95 

16X20 

34.95 

18X24 

39.95 

22X28 

46.95 

24X30 

49.95 

24X36 

59.95 

30X40 

69.95 

36X48 

89.95 
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Available  In: 

Blach  - Natural  - Mohogany 

Includes:  Frame,  Glass  & Backing 

: Size 

Regular 

Pnce 

Sale 

Price 

I 11X14 

45.75 

19.95 

Z 14  X 18 

60.00 

24.95 

- 16X20 

70.00 

29.95 

20X24 

80.00 

34.95 

Z 22X28 

90.00 

39.95 

Z 24X30 

100.00 

49.95 

24X36 

110.00 

54.95 

I 30  X 36 

120.00 

61.95 

z 30  X 40 

140.00 

64.95 

(415)  826-2321 

934  Ualencia  @ 29»)  SUN  FRANCISCO 

E-Mail:  frames@back2picture.com  UJeb:  uuuw.back2picture.com 
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BmORECOOKA  MEXICANA! 

AT  OUR  MEXICAN  CRILLS  1 


I 


f 17TH  ST.  & VALENCIA  • SF 

431-3351 


3071  16TH  ST.  • SF 
864-8840 


